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MY LORD^ 



1 DID, fome years paft, prefent you with 
a plain relation of the life of Mr. Richard 
Hooker, that humble man, to whofe me- 
mory princes, and the moft learned of this 
nation, have paid a reverence at the men- 
tion of his name. And now, with Mr. 
Hooker's, I prefent you alfo the Life of 
that pattern of primitive piety, Mr George 
Herbert ; and, with his, the Life of Dr. 

a 3 Donne, 
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Donne, and your friend Sir Henry Wot- 
ton, all reprinted*. The two firft were writ- 
ten under your roof ; for which reafon, if 
they were worth it, you might juftly chal- 
lenge a Dedication : and indeed, fo you 
might of Dr. Donne's, and Sir Henry 
Wotton's ; becaufe, if I had been fit for 
this undertaking, it would not have been 
by acquired learning or ftudy, but by the 
advantage of forty years friendfhip, and 
thereby with hearing and difcourfing with 
your Lordftiip, that hath enabled me to 
make the relation of thefe lives paffable 
(if they prove fo) in an eloquent and cap- 
tious age. 

And indeed, my Lord, though thefe 
relations be well-meant facrifices to the 
memory of thefe worthy men ; yet I have 
fp little confidence in my performance, 
that I beg pardon for fuperfcribing your 
name to them ; and defire all that know 

*■ The Life of Biftiop Sanderfon was not then written. 
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DEDICATORY. Vll 

your Lordfhip, to apprehend this not as a 
Dedication^ (at leaft, by which you receive 
any addition of honour,) but rather as 
an humble and a more public acknow* 
ledgment of your long continued and 
your now daily favours to, 

My Lord, 
Your moft affeftionate 

And moft humble fervant, 

IZAAK WALTON. 
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TO THE READER. 

X HOUGH the feveral introductions to 
thefe feveral Lives have partly declared 
the reafons how, and vv^hy I undertook 
them ; yet fince they are come to be re- 
viewed, and augmented, and reprinted, 
and the four are now become one book ; 
I defire leave to inform you that (hall be« 
come my reader, that when I fometime 
look back upon my education and mean 
abilities, it is not without fome little won- 
der at myfelf, that I am come to be pub- 
licly in print. And though I have in 
thofe introductions declared fome of the 
accidental reafons that occafioned me to 
be fo, yet let me add this to what is there 
liEud ; that by my undertaking to colleCt 
fome notes for Sir Henry Wotton's writ- 
ing the Life of Dr. Donne, and by Sir 
Henry's dying before he performed it, I 
became like thofe men that enter eaiily 
into a law-fuit, or a quarrel, and having 
begun^ cannot make a fair retreat and ho, 

quiet. 




THE EPISTLE 



quiet, when they defire it. — ^And really, 
after fuch a manner, I became engaged 
into a neceflity of writing the Life of Dr, 
Donne, contrary to my firft intentions ; 
and that begot a like neceflity of writing 
the Life of his and my ever-honoured 
friend, Sir Henry Wotton. 

And having writ thefe two Lives, I lay 
quiet twenty years, without a thought of 
either troubling myfelf or others, by any 
new engagement in this kind; for I thought 
I knew my unfitnefs. But, about that time. 
Dr. Gauden (then Lord Biftiop of Exeter) 
publiftied the Life of Mr. Richard Hooker, 
(fo he called it,) with fo many dangerous 
miflakes, both of him and his books, that 
difcourfing of them with his Grace, Gil- 
bert, that now is Lord Archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, he enjoined me to examine fome 
circumftances, and then re£tify the Bi- 
fhop's miftakes, by giving the world a 
fuller and a truer account of Mr. Hooker 
and his books, than that Bifhop had done ; 
and I know I have done fo. And let me 
tell the reader, that till his Grace had laid 
this injun&ion upon me, I could not admit 

a thought 



TO THE READER. XI 

a thought of any fitnefs in me to under- 
take it : but when he had twice enjoined 
me to it, I then declined my own, and 
trufted his judgment, and fubmitted to his 
commands ; concluding, that, if I did not, 
I could not forbear accufing myfelf of 
difobedience, and indeed of ingratitude 
for his many fiivours. Thus I became 
engaged into the third Life. 

For the Life of that great example of 
holinefs, Mr. George Herbert, I profefs it 
to be fo far a free-will offering, that it was 
writ chiefly to pleafe myfelf; but yet not 
wi^out fome refpe£t to pofterity: for 
though he was not a man that the next 
age can forget ; yet many of his particular 
afts and virtues might have been neg- 
leStcd, or loft, if I had not coUefted and 
prefented them to the imitation of thofe 
that (ball fucceed us ; for I humbly con- 
ceive writing to be both a fafer and truer 
prefcrver of men's virtuous a£tions than 
tradition, efpecially as it is managed in 
this age. And I am alfo to tell the reader, 
that though this Life of Mr. Herbert was 
not by me writ in hafte, yet I intended it 

a review. 
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a review, before it ihould be made public : 
but that was not allowed me, by reafon of 
my abfence from London when it was 
printing : fo that the reader may find in 
it fome millakes, fome double expreffions, 
and fome not very proper, and fome that 
might have been eontraded, and fome 
faults that are not jullly chargeable upon 
me, but the printer ; and yet I hope none 
fo great, as may not by this confellion 
purchafe pardon from a good-natured 
reader. 

And now I wifh that as that learned 
Jew, Jofephus, and others, fo thefe men had 
alfo writ their own lives : but fince it is 
not the fafhion of thefe times, I wifli their 
relations or friends would do it for them, 
before delays make it too difficult. And 
I defire this the more, becaufe it is an ho- 
nour due to the dead, and a generous debt 
due to thofe that fhall live, and fucceed 
us, and would to them prove both a con- 
tent and fatisfaAion. For when the next 
age (hall (as this does) admire the learning 
and clear reafon which that excellent ca- 
fuift, Doftor Sanderfon, (the late Bifhop 

of 
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TO THE READER. Xlli 

of Lincoln,) hath demonftrated in his Ser- 
mons and other writings ; who^ if they 
love virtue^ would not rejoice to know 
that this good man was as remarkable for 
the meeknefs and innocence of his life, as 
for his great and ufeful learning ; and in- 
deed as remarkable for his fortitude in 
his long and patient fuffering (under them 
that then called themfelves the godly 
party) for that doftrine, which he had 
preached and printed in the happy days of 
the l&ation's and the Church's peace? And 
who would not be content to have the 
like account of Dr. Field, that great 
fchoolman, and others of noted learning ? 
And though I cannot hope that my ex- 
ample or reafon can perfuade to this under- 
taking, yet I pleafe myfelf, that I fhall 
conclude my Preface with wifhing that it 
were fo. 

J. W. 
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HONEST IZAAK, 



1 HOUGH afamiliarity of more than forty 
years continuance, and the conflant experi- 
ence of your love,even in the worftof the late 
fad times, be fufHcient to endear our friend- 
ihip ; yet I muft confefs my afie&ion much 
improved, not only by evidences of private 
refpe£t to many that know and love you^ 
but by your new demonllration of a pub- 
lic fpirit, teftified in a diligent, true, and 
ufeful colle£tion of fo many material paf- 
fages as you have now afforded me in the 
Life of venerable Mr. Hooker ; of which, 
fince defired by fuch a friend as yourfelf, 
I (hall not deny to give the teftimony of 
what I know concerning him and his 

learned 
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learned books : but (hall firft here take a 
fair occafion to tell you, that you have 
been happy in choofing to write the Lives 
of three fuch perfOns, as pofterity hath juft 
caufe to honour ; which they will do the 
more for the true relation of them by your 
happy pen : of all which I fhallgive you 
my unfeigned cenfure. 

I (hall begin with my mod dear and 
incomparable friend Dr. Donne, late Dean 
of St. Paul's church, who not only trufted 
me as his executor, but three days before 
his death delivered into my hands thofe ex- 
ceUent Sermons of his, now made public; 
profeffing before Dr. Winniff, Dr. Mon- 
ford, and, I think, yourfelf then prefent 
at his bed-fide, that it was by my reftlefs 
importunity, that he had prepared them 
for the prefs: together with which (as 
his bed legacy) he gave me all his fermon- 
notes, and*his other papers, cont^ning an 
extra6b of near fifteen hundred authors. 
How thefe were got out of my bands, 
you, who were the meffenger for them, 
and how loft both to me and yourfelf, is 
not now feafonable to complain. But fince 

they 
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they did mifcarry, I am glad that the 
general demonftration of his worth was fo 
fairly preferved, and reprefented to the 
world by your pen in the hiftory of his 
life ; indeed fo well, that, befide others, 
the beft critic of our later time (Mr. John 
Hales, of Eaton College) affirmed to me, 
" he had not feen a life written with more 
'^ advantage to the fubjecl, or more repu- 
*^ tation to the writer, than that of Dr. 
" Donne's." 

After the performance of this talk for 
Dr. Donne, you undertook the like office 
for our friend Sir Henry Wotton : betwixt 
which two there was a friendfliip begun 
in Oxford, continued in their various tra- 
vels, and more confirmed in the religious 
friendfhip of age ; and doubtlefs this ex- 
cellent perfon had writ the Life of Dr. 
Donne, if death had not prevented him : 
by which means, his and your pre-coUec- 
tions for that work fell to the happy ma- 
nage of your pen: a work which you 
would have declined, if imperious perfua* 
fions had not been flronger than your 
modefl refolutions againfl it. And I am 

VOL. I. b thus 
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thus far glad, that the firft Life was fo 
impofed upon you, becaufe it gave an 
unavoidable caufe of writing the fecond : 
if not, it is too probable we bad wanted 
both ; which had been a prejudice to all 
lovers of honour and ingenious learning. 
And let me not leave my friend Sir Hen- 
ry without this teftimony added to yours ; 
that he was a man of as florid a wit^ and 
as elegant a pen, as any former (or ours, 
which in that kind is a mod excellent) 
age hath ever produced. 

Aod now, having made this voluntary 
obfervation of our two deceafed friends, I 
proceed to fatisfy your defire concerning 
what I know and believe of the ever- 
mfsmorable Mr. Hooker, who. was Scbif* 
m^iticdrum malleus^ fo great a champion for 
tb(B Cbnrch of England's rights, agdnft 
the fa&ious torrent of Separatifts that then 
ran. high againft church-diicipline ; and 
in his unanfwerable Books continues to 
be fo ugainft the unquiet difciples of their 
fchifm, which now, under other names, 
ftill carry on their defign ; and who (as 
the prQper heirs of their irrational zeal) 

would 
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would again rake into the fcarce clofed 
wounds of a newly bleeding State and 
Church. 

And firft, though I dare not fay that 1 
knew Mr. Hooker; yet as our ecclefiafti^ 
cal hiftory reports to the honour of St. Ig- 
natius, ** that he lived in the time of St. 
" John^ and had feen him in his child- 
" hood ;*' fo I alfo joy that in my mi- 
nority I have often feen Mr. Hooker with 
my father, who was after Bi(hop of Lon- 
don ; from whom, and others, at that time, 
I have heard moft of the material paiTages 
which you relate in thfe hiftory of his life 5 
and from my father received fuch a cha- 
rader of his learning, humility, and other 
virtues, that, like jewels of unvaluable 
price, they ft ill caft fuch a luftre, as envy 
or the ruft of time (hall never darken. 

From my father I have alfo heard IeJI 
the circumftances of the plot to defame 
him ; and how Sir Edwin Sandys outvt^it- 
ted his accufers, and gained their confef- 
fion : and I could give an account of each 
particular of that plot, but that I judge it 

b !^ fitter 
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fitter to be forgotten, and rot in the fame 
grave with the malicious authors. 

I may not omit to declare, that my fa- 
ther's knowledge of Mr. Hooker was oc- 
cafioned by the learned Dr. John Spencer, 
who, after the death of Mr. Hooker, was 
fo careful to preferve his un valuable fixth, 
feventh, and eighth books of Ecclejiajiical 
Polity y and his other writings, that he pro- 
cured Henry Jackfon, then of Corpus 
Chrifti College, to tranfcribe for him all 
Mr. Hooker's remaining written papers ; 
many of which were imperfect ; for his 
ftudy had been rifled, or worfe ufed, by 
Mr. Chark, s^nd another, of principles too 
like his. But thefe papers were endea- 
voured to be completed by his dear friend 
Dr. Spencer, who bequeathed them as a 
precious legacy to my father ; after whofe 
death they refted in my hand, till Dr. 
Abbot, then ArchbiQiop of Canterbury, 
commanded them out of my cuftody, by 
authorizing Dr. John Barkeham to require, 
and bring them to him to his palace in 
Lambeth : at which time, I have he^rd, 

they 
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they were put into the Bifhop's library, and 
that they remained there till the martyr- 
dom of Archbifhop Laud ; and were then 
by the brethren of that faftion given, with 
all the library, to Hugh Peters, as a reward 
for his remarkable fervice in thofe fad times 
of the Church's confufion. And though 
they could hardly fall into a fouler hand ; 
yet there wanted not other endeavours to 
corrupt and make them fpeak that language, 
for which the faAion then fought, which 
indeed was, iofubje^ the J'overeign power ta 
the people. 

But I need not flrive to vindicate Mr. 
Hooker in this particular: his known 
loyalty to his Prince whilft he lived, the 
forrow exprefled by King James at his 
death, the value our late Sovereign (of 
cver-bleffed memory) put upon his works, 
and now the lingular chara£ier of his 
worth by you given in the paflages of his 
Life, efpecially in your Appendix to it, do 
fufficiently clear him from that imputa- 
tion : and I am glad you mention how 
much value Thomas Stapleton, Pope Cle- 
ment the Eighth, and other eminent men 

of 
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of the Romi(h perfuafion^ have put upoti 
his books ; having been told the fame in 
nriy youth by perfons of worth that have 
travelled Italy. 

LaAly, I mud again congratulate this 
undertaking of yours, as now more proper 
to /you than any other perfon, by reafon of 
your long knowledge and alliance to the 
worthy family of the Cranmers, (my old 
friends alfo,) who have been men of noted 
wifdom ; efpecially Mr. George Cranmer, 
whofe prudence, added to that of Sir Ed- 
win Sandys, proved very ufeful in the conci- 
pleting of Mr. Hooker's matchlefs books : 
one of their letters I herewith fend you, 
to make ufe of, if you think fit. And let 
me fay further, you merit much from 
many of Mr. Hooker's beft friends then 
living ; nam.ely, from the ever renowned 
Archbifhop Whitgift, of whofe incompa- 
rable worth, with the charafiter of the 
times, you have given us a more (hort and 
fignificant account than I have received 
from any other pen. You have done 
much for the learned Sir Henry Savile, 
his contemporary and familiar friend; 

amongft 
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amongft the furviving monuments of whofe 
learning (give me leave to tell you fo) two 
are omitted ; his edition of Euclid, but 
efpecially his tranflation of King James's 
Apology for the Oath of Allegiance, .into 
elegant Latin : which flying in that drefs 
as far as Rome, was by the Pope and Con- 
clave fent to Salamanca unto Fr^ncifcus 
Suarez^ (then refiding there as Prefident 
of that college), with a command to an- 
fwer it. And it is worth noting, that when 
he had perfeftexl the work, which he calls 
Defenfio Ftdei Catholicity it was tranf- 
mitted to Rome for a view of the Inquifi- 
tors ; who, according to their cuftom, 
blotted out what they pleafed, and (as Mr. 
Hooker hath been ufed (ince his death) 
added whatfoever might advance the 
Pope's fupremacy, or carry on their own 
intereft ; commonly coupling together de^ 
ptmere et occidere, the depofing and then 
killing of princes. Which cruel and un- 
chrifiian language Mr. John Saltkel, the 
amanuenfis to Suarez, when he wrote 
that anfwer, (but fince a convert, and living 
long in my father's houfe,) often profefled 

the 
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the good old man (whofe piety and cha- 
rity Mr. Saltkel magnified much) not only 
difavowed, but detefted. Not to trouble 
you further ; your reader (if, according to 
your defire, my approbation of your work 
carries any weight) will here find many 
juft reafons to thank you for it; and pof- 
fibly for this circumftance here mentioned 
(not known to many) may happily appre- 
hend one to thank him, who heartily 
wifhes your happinefs, and is unfeignedly. 

Sir, 
Your ever-faithful and 
affeftionate old friend, 
HENRY CHICHESTER. 

Chichester, 
Nov. 17, 1664. 
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4 THE INTRODirCTIOK. 

knowledge of the Author, and love to his 
memory, might make my diligence ufe- 
ful. I did mo ft gladly undertake the 
employment, and continued it with great 
content, till I had made my colleiftion 
ready to be augmented and completed 
by his matchlefs pen : but then death 
prevented his intentions. 

When I heard that fad news, and heard 
alfo that thefe Sermons were to be printed, 
and want the Author'slife, which I thought 
to be very remarkable ; indignation or 
grief (indeed I know not which) tranf- 
ported me fo far, that I reviewed my for- 
faken colleftions, and refolved the world 
ftiouldfee thebeft plain pifture of the Au- 
thor's life that my artlefs pencil, guided 
by the hand of truth, could prefent to it. 

And if I fliall now be demanded, as 
once Pompey's poor bond-man was •, — 
(the grateful wretch had been left alone 
on the fea-fliore, with the forfaken dead 
body of his once glorious lord and mafter ; 
and was then gathering the fcattered 



THE 

INTRODUCTION. 

If that great mafter of language and art, 
Sir Henry Wotton, the late Provoft of 
Eton College, had lived to fee the publi- 
cation of thefe Sermons, he had pre- 
fented the world with the Author's life 
exa(9:ly written ; and it was pity he did 
not, for it was a work worthy his un- 
dertaking, and he fit to undertake it : 
betwixt whom and the Author there 
•was fo mutual a knowledge, and fuch 
a friendftiip contrafted in their youth, 
as nothing but death could force a fe- 
paration. And though their bodies were 
divided, their affeftions were not; for 
that learned Knight's love followed his 
friend's fame beyond death and the for- 
getful graye; which he teftified by en- 
treating me, whom he acquainted with 
his defign, to enquire of fome particulars 
that concerned it, not doubting but my 

B 2 know- 



4 TH£ INTRODUCTION, 

knowledge of the Author, and love to his 
memory, might make my diligence ufe- 
ful. I did mod gladly undertake the 
employment, and continued it with great 
content, till I had made my colleftion 
ready to be augmented and completed 
by his matchlefs pen : but then death 
prevented his intentions. 

When I heard that fad news, and heard 
alfo that thefe Sermons were to be printed, 
and want the Author'slife, which I thought 
to be very remarkable ; indignation or 
grief (indeed I know not which) tranf- 
ported me fo far, that I reviewed my for- 
faken coUeftions, and refolved the world 
(houldfee thebeft plain piiSure of the Au- 
thor's life that my artlefs pencil, guided 
by the hand of truth, could prefect to it. 

And if I ihall now be demanded, as 
once Pompey's poor bond-man was *, — 
(the grateful wretch had been left alone 
on the fea-(hore, with the forfaken dead 
body of his once glorious lord and mailer ; 
and was then gathering the fcattered 
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pieces of an old broken boat to make 
a funeral pile to bum it; which was the 
cuftom of the Romans) — *' Who art 
^' thou, that alone haft the honour to bury 
^* the body of Pompey the great?" fo, 
who am I, that do thus officioufly fet the 
Author's memory on fire? I hope the 
queftion will prove to have in it more of 
wonder than difdain. But wonder indeed 
the reader may, that I, who profefs my- 
felf artlefs, (hould prefume with my faint 
iight to (hew forth his life, whofe very 
name makes it illuftrious ! But be this 
to the difadvantage of the perfon repre- 
fented : certain I am, it is to the advan- 
tage of the beholder, who (hall here fee 
the Author's pi£ture in a natural drefs, 
which ought to beget faith in what is 
Ipoken: for he that wants (kill to de- 
ceive,' may fafely be trufted. 

And if the Author's glorious fpirit, 
which now is in heaven, can have the 
leifure to look down and fee me, the 
pooreft, the meaneft of all his friends, in . 
the midft of his officious duty, confident I 
am, that he will not difdain this well- 

B 3 meant 
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meant facrifice to his memory; for, whilft 
his converfation made me and many 
others happy below, I know his humility 
and gentlenefs were then eminent; and, I 
have heard Divines fay, thofe virtues, that 
were but (parks upon earth, become great 
and glorious flames in heaven. 

Before I proceed further, I am to en- 
treat the reader to take notice, that when 
Dr. Donne's Sermons were firft printed, 
this was then my excufe for daring to 
write his life; and I dare not now ap- 
pear without it. 
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THE LIFE. 

Master John Donne was born in 
LiOndon^f in the year 1573, of good and^^i^^ 
virtuous parents : and though his own 
learning and other multiplied merits may 
juftly appear fufficient to dignify both 
himfelf and his pofterity, yet the reader 
may be pleafed to know^ that his father 
was mafculinely and lineally defcended 
from a very ancient family in Wales^ 
where many of his name now live, that 
deferve and have great reputation in that 
country. 

By his mother he was defcended of the 
family of the famous and learned Sir 
Thomas Moor, fometime Lord Chancel- 
lor of England ; as alfo from that wor- 
thy and laborious Judge Raftall, who left 
pofterity the vaft ftatutcs of the law of this 
nation moft exaftly abridged. 

He had his firft breeding in his father's 
boufe^ where a private tutor had the care 
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of him, until the tenth year of his age j 
and in his eleventh year was fent to the 
Univerfity of Oxford ; having at that time 
a good command both of the French and 
Latin tongue. This, and fome other of 
his remarkable abilities, made one then 
give this cenfure of him ; '^ That this 
'^ age had brought forth another Picus 
^^ Mirandula;*^ of whom ftory fays, *' That 
*^ he was rather born, than made wife by 
" ftudy/' 

There he remained for fome years in 
Hart-Hall, having, for the advancement 
of his ftudies, tutors of feveral . fciences to 
attend and inftruft him, till time made 
him capable, and his learning exprefled 
in public exercifes declared him worthy, 
to receive his firft degree in the fchools, 
which he forbore by advice fiom his 
friends, who being for their religion of 
theRomifh perfuafion, were confcionably 
averfe to fome parts of the oath that 'is 
always tendered at thofe times, and not 
to be refufed by thofe that expeft the 
titulary honour of their ftudies. 

About the fourteenth year of his age 

he 
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he was tranfplanted from Oxford to Cam- 
bridge ; where, that he might receive 
nourifhment from both foils, he ftaid till 
his feventeenth year ; all which time he 
was a moft laborious ftudent, often chang- 
ing his ftudies, but endeavouring to take 
no degree, for the reafons formerly men- 
tioned. 

About the feventeenth year of his age 
he was removed to London, and then ad- 
mitted into Lincoln's Inn, with an in- 
5 tent to ftudy the law ; where he gave 
\ great teftimonies of his wit, his learning, 
\ and of his improvement in that profef- 
fion ; which never ferved him for other 
ufe than an ornament and felf-fatisfa6lion. 
His father died before his admiffion 
into this fociety, and, being a merchant, 
left him his portion in money. (It was 
3000L) His mother, and thofe to whofe 
care he was committed, were watchful to 
improve his knowledge, and to that end 
appointed him tutors both in the mathe- 
matics, and in all the other liberal fci- 
ences, to attend him. But with thefe arts 
they were advifed to inftil into him parti- 
cular 
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cular principles of the Romifli Church; of 
which thofe tutors profeffed, though fe- 
cretly, themfelves to be members. 

They had almoft obliged him to their 
faith ; having for their a^antage, befides 
many opportunities, the example of his 
dear and pious parents, which was a moft 
powerful perfuafion, and did work much 
upon him, as he profeffeth in his preface 
to his Pfeudo-Martyr, a book of which 
the reader (hall have fome account in 
what follows. 

He was now entered into the eighteenth 
year of his age ; and at that time had be- 
trothed himfelf to no religion, that might 
give him any other denomination than 
a Chriftian. And reafon and piety had 
both perfuaded him, that there -could 
be no fuch fin as Schifm, if an adhe- 
rence to fome vifible church were not 
neceflary. 

About the nineteenth year of his age, 
he being then unrefolved what religion 
to adhere to, and confidering how much 
it concerned his foul to choofe the moft 
orthodox, did therefore, (though his 

youth 
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youth and health proniifed him a long 
life) to re&ify all fcruples that might 
concern that, prefently lay afide all ftudy 
of the law, and of all other fcienqes that 
might give hint a denomination ; and 
began ferioufly to furvey dnd confider 
the body of divinity, as it was then con- 
troverted betwixt the Reformed and the 
Roman Church, And as God's blefled 
Spirit did then awaken him to the fearch^ 
and in that induftry did never forfake him^ 
(they be his own words*) fo he calls the 
fame holy Spirit to Witnefs this protefta- 
tion ; that in that difquifition and fearch 
he proceeded with humility and diffidence 
in himfelf, and by that which he took 
to be the fafeft way; namely, frequent 
prayers, and an indifferent affeftion to 
both parties ; and indeed, truth had too 
much light about her to be hid from fo 
(harp an enquirer ; and he had too much 
ingenuity, not to acknowledge he had 
found her. 

Being to undertake this fearch, he be- 

* In his Preface to Pfeudo-Martyr. 

lieved 
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lieved the Cardinal Bellannine to be the 
bed defender of the Roman caufe, and 
therefore betook himfelf to the exami- 
nation of his reafons. The caufe was 
weighty, and wilful delays had been 
inexcufable both towards God and his 
own confcience : he therefore proceeded 
in this fearch with all moderate hafte, 
and about the twentieth year of his age 
did fhew the then Dean of Gloucefter 
(whofe name my memory hath now loft) 
all the Cardinal's works marked with 
many weighty obfervations under his own 
hand ; which works were bequeathed by 
him, at his death, as a legacy to a moft 
dear friend. 

Aboiit a year following he refolved to 
travel ; and the Earl of Effex going firft 
the Cales, and after the Ifland voyages, 
the firft anno 1596, the fecond 1597, he 
took the advantage of thofe opportunities, 
waited upon his Lordfhip, and was an 
eye-witnefs of thofe happy and unhappy 
employments. 

But he returned not back into England, 
till he had ftaid fome years firft in Italy, 

and 
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and then in Spain, where he made many 
ufeful obfervations of thofe countries, 
their laws and manner of government, 
and returned perfeft in their languages. 

The time that he fpent in Spain was, 
at his firft going into Italy, defigned for 
travelling to the Holy Land, and for 
viewing Jerufalem and the fepulchre of 
our Saviour. But at his being in the 
fiirtheft parts of Italy, the difappointment 
of company, or of a fafe convoy, or the 
uncertainty of returns of money into thofe 
remote parts, denied him that happinefs, 
which he did often occafionally mention 
with a deploration. 

Not long after his return into England, 
that exemplary pattern of gravity and 
wifdom, the Lord Elfemore, then Keeper 
of the Great Seal, and Lord Chancellor 
of England, taking notice of his learning, 
languages, and other abilities, and much 
affefting his perfon and behaviour, took 
him to be his chief fecretary ; fuppofing 
and intending it to be an inlTodu6lion 
to fome more weighty employment in 

the 
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the ftatc ; for which his Lordfliip did of- 
ten proteft he thought him very fit. 

Nor did his Lordfliip, in this time of 
Matter Donne's attendance upon him, 
account him to be fo much his fen^ant, 
as to forget he was his friend ; and, to 
teftify it, did always ufe him with much 
courtefy, appointing him a place at his 
own table, to which he efteemed his 
company and difcourfe to be a great or- 
nament. 

He continued that employment for the 
fpace of five years, being daily ufeful, 
and not mercenary to his friends. Dur- 
ing which time he (I dare not fay unhap- 
pily) fell into fuch a liking, as, with her 
approbation, increafed into a love with a 
young gentlewoman that lived in that 
family, who was niece to the Lady Elfe- 
more, and daughter to Sir George Moor, 
then Chancellor of the Garter and Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower. 

Sir George had fome intimation of it, 
and knowing prevention to be a great 
part of wifdom, did therefore remove 

her 
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her with much hafte from that to his 
own houfe at Lothefley, in the county 
of Surry ; but too late, by reafon of 
fome faithful promifes which were fo in- 
terchangeably pafled, as never to be vio- 
lated by either party. 

Thefe promifes were only known to 
thettifelves: and the friends of both 
parties ufed much diligence, and many 
arguments, to kill or cool their affedlions 
to each other : but in vain ; for love is 
a flattering mifchief, that hath denied 
aged and wife men a forefight of thofe 
evils that too often prove to be the chil- 
dren of that blind father, a paflion ; 
that carries us to commit errors with as 
much eafe as whirlwinds remove fea- 
thers, and begets in us an unwearied 
induftry to the attainment of what we 
defire. And fuch an induftry did, not- 
withftanding much watchfulnefs againft 
it, bring them fecretly together, (I for- 
bear to tell the manner how) and at 
laft to a marriage too, without the al- 
lowance of thole friends, whofe appro- 
bation always was, and ever will be, ne- 

, ceflary. 
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ceffary, to make even a virtuous love be- 
come lawful. 

And that the knowledge of their mar- 
riage might not fall, like an unexpefted 
tempeft, on thofe that were unwilling 
to have it fo, and that pre-apprehenfions 
mischt make it the lefs enormous when 
it was known 5 it was purpofely wJuf- 
pered into the ears of many that it was 
fo, yet by none that could affirm it. 
But, to put a period to the jealoufies of 
Sir George, (doubt often begetting more 
reftlefs thoughts than the certain know- 
ledge of what we fear) the news was, in 
favour to Mr. Donne, and with his al- 
lowance, made known to Sir George, by 
his honourable friend and neighbour 
Henry Earl of Northumberland : but it 
was to Sir George fo immeafurably un- 
welcome, and fo tranfported him, that, 
as though his paffion of anger and incon- 
fideration might exceed theirs of love 
and error, he prefently engaged his fifter, 
the Lady Elfemore, to join with him to 
procure her lord to difcharge Mr. Donne 
of the place he held under his lordfliip. 

Thi* 
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This requeft was followed with violence ; 
and though Sir George were remem- 
bered, that errors might be overpu- 
niftied, and defired therefore to forbear 
till fecond confiderations might clear 
fome fcruples ; yet he became reftlefs 
until his fuit was granted, and the pu- 
niftiment executed. And though the Lord 
Chancellor did not, at Mr. Donne's dif- 
miflion, give him fuch a commendation 
as the great Emperor Charles the Fifth 
did of his fecretary Erafo, when he pre- 
fented him to his fon and fucceffor, Philip 
the Second, faying, " That in his Erafo 
*' he gave to him a greater gift than all 
^' his eftate, and all the kingdoms which 
*^ he then refigned to him : " yet the 
Lord Chancellor faid, " He parted with 
^^ a friend, and fuch a fecretary as was 
** fitter to ferve a king than a fubjeft.'* 

Immediately after his difmiffion from 
his fervice, he fent a fad letter to his 
wife, to acquaint her with it : and after 
the fubfcriptio!! of his name, writ, 

John Donnej Anne Donne^ Un-done; 
And God knows it proved too true : for 
VOL, I. c this 
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this bitter phyfic of Mr. Donne's dif- 
miflion was not ftrong enough to purge 
out all Sir George's choler ; for he was 
not fatisfied till Mr. Donne and his fome- 
time compupil in Cambridge, that married 
him, namely, Samuel Brook (who was 
after Do6lor in Divinity, and Mafter of 
Trinity College) and his brother Mr. 
Chriftopher Brook, fometime Mr. Donne's 
chamber-fellow in Lincoln's Inn, who 
gave Mr. Donne his wife, and witneffed 
the marriage, were all committed to three 
feveral prifons. 

Mr. Donne was firft enlarged, who nei- 
ther gave reft to his body or brain, nor to 
any friend in whom he might hope to have 
an intereft, until he had procured an en- 
largement for his two imprifoned friends. 

He was now at liberty, but his days 
were ftill cloudy ; and being paft thefe 
troubles, others did ftill multiply upon 
him ; for his wife was (to her extreme 
forrow) detained from him ; and though 
with Jacob he endured not an hard fer- 
vice for her, yet he loft a good one, and 
was forced to make good his title, and 

to 
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to get pofleffion of her by a long and 
-reftlefs fuitin law; which proved trouble- 
fome and fadly chargeable to him,'whofe 
youth, and travel, and needlefs bounty, 
had brought his eftate into a narrow com- 
pafs. 

It is obferved, and moft truly, that fi- 
lence and fubmiffion are charming quali- 
ties, and work moft upon paffionate men ; 
and it proved fo with Sir George; for 
thefe, and a general report of Mr. Donne's 
merits, together with his winning beha- 
viour, (which, when it would entice, had 
a ftrange kind of elegant irrefifiible art;) 
thefe and time had fo difpailionated Sir 
George, that as the world had approved 
bis daughter's choice, fo he alfo could 
not but fee a more than ordinary merit 
in his new fon ; and this at laft melted 
him into fo much remorfe, (for love and 
anger are fo like agues, as to have hot 
and cold fits; and love in parents, though 
it may be quenched, yet is eafily re- 
kindled, and expires not till death denies 
mankind a natural heat,) that he laboured 
his fon's reftoration to his place; uiing 

c % to 
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to that end botti his own and his fiber's 
power to her lord ; but with no fuccefs j 
for his anfwer was, " That though he 
" was unfeignedly forry for what he had 
" done, yet it was inconfiftent with his 
" place and credit, to difcharge and re- 
*' admit fervants at the requeft of paf- 
" Gonate petitioners," 

Sir George's endeavour for Mr. Donne's 
readmiflion was by dl means to be kept 
fecret: — (for men do more naturally relu£t 
for errors, than liibmit to put on thofe 
blemi flies that attend their vifible acknow- 
ledgment.) — But however it was not long 
before Sir George appeared to be fo far 
reconciled, as to wiih their happinefs, 
and not to deny them his paternal blef- 
fing, but yet refufed to contribute any 
means that might conduce to their live- 
lihood. 

Mr. Donne's eftatc was the gieateft 
part fpent in many and chargeable tra- 
vels, books, and dear-bought experience : 
he out of all employment that might 
yield a fupport for himfelf and wife, 
who had been curioufly and plentifidly 
- educated ; 
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educated; both their natures generous, 
and accuftomed to confer, and not to re- 
ceive, courtefies : thefe and other confi- 
derations, but chiefly that his wife was to 
bear a part in his fufferings, furrounded 
him with many fad thoughts, and fome 
apparent apprehenfions of want. 

But his forrows were leflened and his 
wants prevented by the feafonable cour- 
tefy of their noble kinfman, Sir Francis 
Wolly, of Pirford in Surry, who intreated 
them to a cohabitation with him ; where 
they remained with much freedom to 
tbemfelves, and equal content to him, 
for fome years ; and as their charge in- 
creafed (fhe had yearly a child), fo did 
his love and bounty. 

It hath been obferved by wife and con- 
fidering men, that wealth hath feldom 
been the portion, and never the mark to 
difcover good people; but that Almighty 
God, who difpofeth all things wifely, 
hath of his abundant goodnefs denied it 
(he only knows why) to many, whofe 
minds be hath enriched with the greater 
bleffings of knowledge and virtue, as the 

c 3 fairer 




12 THE LIFE OP 

lieved the Cardinal Bellarmine to be the 
beft defender of the Roman caufe, and 
therefore betook himfelf to the exami- 
nation of his reafons. The caufe was 
weighty, and wilful delays had been 
inexcufable both towards God and his 
own confcience : he therefore proceeded 
in this fearch with all moderate hafte, 
and about the twentieth year of his age 
did fhew the then Dean of Gloucefter 
(whofe name my memory hath now loft) 
all the Cardinal's works marked with 
many weighty obfervations under his own 
hand ; which works were bequeathed by 
him, at his death, as a legacy to a moft 
dear friend. 

About a year following he refolved to 
travel ; and the Earl of Effex going firft 
the Cales, and after the I (land voyages, 
the firft anno 1596, the fecond 1597, he 
took the advantage of thofe opportunities, 
waited upon his Lordfhip, and was an 
eye-witnefs of thofe happy and unhappy 
employments. 

But he returned not back into England, 
till he had ftaid fome years firft in Italy, 

and 
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difcourfe ; namely. Dr. Morton, the moft 
laborious and learned Bifhop of Durham ; 
one, that God hath blefled with perfeft 
intellefiuals and a cheerful heart at the 
age of 94 years (and is yet living); one, 
that in his days of plenty had fo large a 
heart, as to ufe his large revenue to the 
encouragement of learning and virtue, 
and IS now (be it fpoken with forrow) 
reduced to a narrow eftate, which he em- 
braces without repining ; and ftill (hews 
the beauty of his mind by fo liberal a 
hand, as if this were an age in which 
to-morrow were to care for itfelf. I 
have taken a pleafure in giving the reader 
a fliort but true charafter of this good 
man, my friend, from whom I received 
this following relation. — He fent to Mr. 
Donne, and intreated to borrow an hour 
of his time for a conference the next 
day. After their meeting, there was not 
many minutes paffed before he fpake to 
Mr. Donne to this purpofe: " Mr. Donne, 
*' theoccafion offending for you is to pro- 
*^ pofe to you what I have often revolved 
** in my own thought fince I laft faw 

c 4 '^ you : 
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the ftate ; for which his Lordftiip did of- 
ten proteft he thought him very fit. 

Nor did his Lordftiip, in this time of 
Mailer Donne's attendance upon him, 
account him to be fo much his fervant, 
as to forget he was his friend ; and, to 
teftify it, did always ufe him with much 
courtefy, appointing him a place at his 
own table, to which he efteemed his 
company and difcourfe to be a great or- 
nament. 

He continued that employment for the 
fpace of five years, being daily ufeful, 
and not mercenary to his friends. Dur- 
ing which time he (I dare not fay unhap- 
pily) fell into fuch a liking, as, with her 
approbation, increafed into a love with a 
young gentlewoman that lived in that 
family, who was niece to the Lady Elfe- 
more, and daughter to Sir George Moor, 
then Chancellor of the Garter and Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower. 

Sir George had fome intimation of it, 
and knowing prevention to be a great 
part of wifdom, did therefore remove 

her 
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her with much hafte from that to his 
own houfe at Lothefley, in the county 
of Surry ; but too late, by reafon of 
fome faithful promifes which were fo in- 
terchangeably pafled, as never to be vio- 
lated by either party. 

Thefe promifes were only known to 
thtfmfelves : and the friends of both 
parties ufed much diligence, and many 
arguments, to kill or cool their afFe£lions 
to each other : but in vain ; for love is 
a flattering mifchief, that hath denied 
aged and wife men a forefight of thofe 
evils that too often prove to be the chil- 
dren of that blind father, a paflion ; 
that carries us to commit errors with as 
much eafe as whirlwinds remove fea- 
thers, and begets in us an unwearied 
induftry to the attainment of what we 
defire. And fuch an induftry did, not- 
withflanding much watchfulnefs againft 
it, bring them fecretly together, (I for- 
bear to tell the manner how) and at 
laft to a marriage too, without the al- 
lowance of thofe friends, whofe appro- 
bation always was, and ever will be, ne- 

, ceflary. 
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faint breath and perplexed countenance 
gave a vifible teftimony of an inward 
confli£): : but he performed his promife, 
and departed without returning an anfwer 
till the third day, and then his anfwer 
was to this efft& : 

*' My moft worthy and moft dear friend, 
'^ fince I faw you I have been faithful to 
*^ my promife, and have alfo meditated 
'^ much of your great kindnefs, which 
'* hath been fuch as would exceed even 
'^ my gratitude ; but that it cannot do ; 
*^ and more I cannot return you ; and I 
'^ do that with an heart full of humility 
*^ and thanks, though I may not accept 
*^ of your offer : but. Sir, my refufal is 
not for that I think myfelf too good 
for that calling, for which kings, if 
they think fo, are not good enough : 
nor for that my education and learn- 
ing, though not eminent, may not, be- 
ing affifted with God's grace and hu- 
mility, render me in fome meafure fit 
'^ for it : but I dare make fo dear a 
'^ friend as you are my confefTor : fome 
^ irregularities of my life have been fo 

« vifible 
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*^ vifible to fome men, that though I have, 
'^ I thank God, made my peace with him 
by penitential refolutions againft them> 
and by the affiftance of his grace banifh- 
^^ ed them my affeftions; yet this, which 
'* God knows to be fo, is not fo vifible 
'* to man, as to free me from their cen- 
*' fures, and it may be that facred calling 
*^ from adifhonour. And befides, whereas 
it is determined by the beft of Cafuifts, 
that God's glory Jhould be the jirjl endy 
'^ and a maintenance the fecond motive to 
** embrace that calling '^ and though each 
*^ man may propofe to himfelf both to- 
'^ gether ; yet the firft may not be put 
^^ laft without a violation of confcience, 
*^ which he that fearches the heart will 
*^ judge. And truly my prefent condi- 
*^ tion is fuch, that if I alk my own con- 
*^ fcience, whether it be reconcileable to 
** that rule, it is at this time fo perplexed 
*^ about it, that I can neither give myfelf 
*^ nor you an anfwer. You know, Sir, who 
*' fays, Happy is that man whofe conjcunce 
*' doth not accufe him for that thing *Luhich he 
^^ does. To thefe I might add otlier rea- 

*^ fons 
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" fons that difluade me : but I cravd 
^^ your favour that I may forbear to ex- 
*' prefs them, and thankfully decline your 
« offer/' 

This was his prefent refolution : but 
the heart of man is not in his own keep- 
ing; and he was de (lined to this facred 
fervice by an higher hand ; a hand fo 
powerful, as at laft forced him to a copi- 
pliance : of which 1 fhall give the reader 
an account before I fhall give a reft to 
my pen. 

Mr, Donne and his wife continued 
with Sir Francis WoUy till his death : a 
little before which time. Sir Francis was 
fo happy as to make a perfefl: reconcilia- 
tion betwixt Sir George and his forfaken 
fon and daughter; Sir George conditioning 
by bond to pay to Mr. Donne 800I. at a 
certain day, as a portion with his wife, or 
aol. quarterly for their maintenance, as 
the intereft for it, till the faid portion was 
paid. 

Moft of thofe years that he lived with 
Sir Francis, he ftudied the Civil and 
Canon Laws ; in which he acquired fuch 

a per- 
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II perfeftion, as was ju^fced to hold pro- 
portion with many wl^Vhad made that 
itudy the employm^^Eif their whole 
life. ^1' 

Sir Francis being dead, and that happy 
family diflblved, Mr. Donne took for him- 
felf a houfe in Micham, (near to Croydon 
in Surry) a place noted for good air and 
choice company: there his wife and chil- 
dren remained ; and for himfelf he took 
lodgings in London, near to White-Hall, 
whither his friends and occafions drew 
him very often, and where he was as of- 
ten vifited by many of the nobility and 
others of this nation, who ufed him in 
their counfels of greateft confideration, 
and with fome rewards for his better fub- 
fiftence. 

Nor did our own nobility only value 
and favour him, but his acquaintance and 
friendfhip was fought for by moft ambaf- 
iadors of foreign nations, and by many 
other ftrangers, whofe learning or bufi- 
nefs occafioned their ftay in this nation. 

He was much importuned by many 
friends to make his conftant refidence in 

London ; 
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London ; but he ftill denied it, having 
fettled his dear wife and children at Mi- 
cham, and near fome inends that were 
bountiful to them and him ; for theyj 
God knows, needed it : and that you 
may the better now judge of the then 
prefent condition of his mind and for- 
tune, I Ihall prefent you with an extraft 
colleSed out of fome few of his many 
letters. 

" ^And the reafon why I did not 

" fend an anfwer to your laft week's let- 
" ter was, becaufe it then found me 
" under too great a fadnefs ; and at pre- 
" fent it is thus with me. There is not 
" one perfon, but myfelf, well of my fa- 
" mily : I have already lofl half a child> 
" and with that mifchance of hers, my 
" wife is ^Uen into fuch a difcompofure, 
" as would affli£t her too extremely, but 
'* that the licknefs of all her other chll- 
" dren ftupifies her : of one of which, in 
" good futh, I have not much hope : 
" and ihefe meet with a fortune lb ill 
" provided for phytic, and fuch relief, 
*' that if God fhould eafe lis with burials, 
*' I know 
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'^ I know not how to perform even that : 
'* but I flatter myfelf with this hope, 
*^ that I am dying too; for I cannot waft* 

fafter than by fuch griefs. As for,— — 
From my hofpital at Micham, 

Aug, lo. "John Donne.'' 

Thus he did bemoan himfelf : and thus 
in other letters. 






iC 



— For we hardly difcover a fin, 
'^ when it is but an omifEon of fome 
^* good, and no accufing aft : with this, 
^* or the former, I have often fufpe£ted 
*^ myfelf to be overtaken ; which is, with 
** an over-earneft defire of the next life. 
*^ And though I know it is not mere- 
*^ ly a wearinefs of this, becaufe I had 
'* the fame defire when I went with the 
^^ tide, and enjoyed fairer hopes than I 
'* now do ; yet I doubt worldly troubleg 
** have increafed it. It is now fpring, and 
" all the pleafures of it difpleafe me j 
'^ every other tree blofToms, and I wi- 
" ther : I grow older, and not better 5 
" my flrength diminifheth, and my load 
^^ grows heavier ; and yet I wobld fain 
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" be or do fometliing; but that I cannot 
" tell what, is no wonder in this time of 
" my fadnefs; fortochoofeis to dof but 
" to be no part of any body is as to be no- 
" thing : and fo I am, and Ihall fo judge 
" myfelf, unlefs I could be fo incorpo- 
" rated into a part of the world, as by 
" bufinefs to contribute fome fuftentation 
" to the whole. This I made account ; 
" I began early, when I underftood the 
" ftudy of our laws; but was diverted by 
" leaving that, and embratnng the worft 
" voluptuoufnefs, an bydTOptique immo- 
" derate defire of human learning and tan- 
" g"^g^^ • beautiful ornaments indeed to 
" men of great fortunes ; but mine was 
" grown fo low as to need an occupation; 
" which I thought I entered well into, 
" when I fubjefted myfelf to fuch a fer- 
" vice as I thought might exercife my 
" poor abilities : and there I ftumbled, and 
" fell too; and now I am become fo little, 
" or fuch a nothing, that 1 am not a fub- 
" jeil good enough for one of my own 
" letters. — Sir, I fear my prefent difcon- 
** tent does not proceed iVom a good root, 
" that 
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'^ that I am fo well content to be no- 
^' thing, that is, dead. But, Sir, though 
^^ my fortune hath made me fuch, as that 
*^ I am rather a ficknefs or a difeafe of 
*^ the world, than any part of it, and 
'^ therefore neither love it, nor life ; yet I 
'^ would gladly live to become fome fuch 

thing as you fhould not repent loving 

me. Sir, your own foul cannot be 
" more zealous for your good, than I 
^^ am ; and God, who loves that zeal in 

me, will not fufFer you to doubt it. 

You would pity me now, if you faw 

me write, for my pain hath drawn 
*^ my head fo much awry, and holds it 

fo, that my eye cannot follow my pen. 

I therefore receive you into my prayers 
'^ with mine own weary foul, and com- 
** mend myfelf to yours. I doubt not 
^* but next week will bring you good 
*^ news, for I have either mending or 
*^ dying on my fide : but if I do con- 
" tinue longer thus, I (hall have comfort 
*' in this, that my bleffed Saviour in ex- 
*' ercifing his juftice upon my two world- 
*^ ly parts, my fortune and my bo4y^ re- 
VOL. I. ^ff^'D "ferves 
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^^ ferves all his mercy for that "wliich 
*^ moft needs it, my foul 5 which is, I 
*^ doubt, too like a porter, that is very 
** often near the gate, and yet goes not 
*^ out. Sir, I profefs to you truly, that 
*^ my loathnefs to give over writing now 
*^ feems to myfelf a fign that I fhall write 
*^ no more. 

" Your poor friend, and 
Sept. 7. ^^ God's poor patient, 

John Donne." 

By this you have feen a part of the 
pifture of his narrow fortune, and the 
perplexities of his generous mind; and 
thus it continued with him for about 
two years, all which time his family re- 
mained conftantly at Micham ; and to 
which place he often retired himfelf, and 
deftined fome days to a conftant ftudy oi 
fome points of controverfy betwixt the 
Englifli and Roman Church, and efpeci- 
ally thofe of fupremacy and allegiance: 
and to that place and fuch fludies he 
could willingly have wedded himfelf dur- 
ing his life ; but the earneil perfuafion oi 

fitiendi 
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friends became at laft to be fo powerful, 
as to caufe the removal of himfelf and fa- 
mily to London, where Sir Robert Drewry, 
a gentleman of a very noble eftate, and a 
more liberal mind, affigned him and his 
'wife an ufeful apartment in his own large 
houfe in Drewry-lane, and not only rent 
free, but was alfo a cheriflier of his ftudies, 
and fuch a friend as fympathized with 
him and his in all their joy and forrows. 

At this time of Mr. Donne's and his 
wife's living in Sir Robert's houfe, the 
Lord Hay was by King James fent upon 
a glorious embafly to the then French 
King, Henry the Fourth; and Sir Robert 
put on a fudden refolution to accompany 
him to the French court, and to be pre- 
fent at his audience there. And Sir Ro- 
bert put on as fudden a refolution to 
fubjeft Mr. Donne to be his companion 
in that journey. And this defire was fud- 
denly made known to his wife, who was 
then with child, and otherwife under 
fo dangerous a habit of body, as to her 
health, that fhe profeffed an unwillingnefs 
to allow him any abfence from her; fay- 

D 2 ing. 




$6 THE LIFE OP 

ing, Her divining foul boded berfome ill in 
bis abfence\ and therefore defired him 
not to leave her. This made Mr. Donne 
lay afide all thoughts of the journey, and 
really to refolve againft it. But Sir Ro- 
bert became reftlefs in his perfuafions for 
it, and Mr. Donne was fo generous as 
to think he had fold his liberty, when he 
received fo many charitable kindneffes 
from him ; and told his wife fo ; who 
did therefore with an unwilling willing- 
nefs give a faint confent to the journey, 
which was propofed to be but for two 
months ; for about that time they deter- 
mined their return. Within a few days 
after this refolve, the AmbalTador, vSir Ro- 
bert, and Mr. Donne left London, and 
were the twelfth day got all fafe to Paris. 
Two days after their arrival there, Mr. 
Donne was left alone in that room, in 
which Sir Robert, and he, and fome other 
friends had dined together. To this place 
Sir Robert returned within half an hour j 
and as he left, fo he found, "Mr. Donne 
alone ; but in fuch an ecftafy, and fo al- 
tered as to his looks, as amazed Sir Ro- 
bert 
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bert to behold him; infomuch that he 
cameftly defired Mr. Donne to declare 
what had befallen him in the fliort time 
of his abfence. To which Mr. Donne 
was not able to make a prefent anfwer : 
but^ after a long and perplexed paufe^ 
did at laft fay, *^ I have feen a dreadful 
'^ vifion fince I faw you : T have feen my 
^^ dear wife pafs twice by me through 
^^ this room, with her hair hanging about 
** her flioulders, and a dead child in her 
** arms : this I have feen fince I faw. 
" you." To which Sir Robert replied, 
*^ Sure, fir, you have flept fince I faw 
'* you; and this is the refult of fome me- 
*^ lancholy dream, which I defire you to 
" forget, for you are now awake." To 
which Mr. Donne's reply was, " I can- 
" not be furer that I now live, than that 
^^ I have not flept fince I faw you : and I 
^^ am as fure, that at her fecond appear- 
" ing flie fliopped, and looked me in the 
*^ face, and vaniflied." — Reft and fleep 
had not altered Mr. Donne's opinion the 
next day; for he then affirmed this vi- 
fion with a more deliberate, and fo con- 

D 3 firmed 



38 THB LIFE OP 

firmed a confidence, that he inclined Sir 
Robert to a faint belief that the vifion 
was true. — It is truly faid, that defire and 
doubt have no reft; and it proved fo with 
Sir Robert; for he immediately feiit a fer- 
vant to Drewry-houfe, with a charge to 
hallen back, and bring him word, whether 
Mrs. Donne were alive ; and, if alive, in 
what condition fhe was as to her health. — 
TTie twelfth day the meffenger returned 
with this account — ^That he found and 
left Mrs. Donne very fad, and fick in her 
bed; and that, after a long and dangerous 
labour, flie had been delivered of a dead 
child. And, upon examination, the ab- 
ortion proved to be the fame day, and 
about the very hour, that Mr. Donne af- 
firmed he faw her pafs by him in his 
chamber. 

This is a relation that will beget fome 
wonder; and it well may, for mod of 
our world are at prefent poiTeiTed with 
an opinion that vifions and miracles are 
ceafed. And though it is moft certain, 
that two lutes being both ftrung and tuned 
to an eqaa\ pitch, and then one played 
upon. 
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upon^ the other, that is not touched, being 
laid upon a table at a fit diftance, will (like 
an echo to a trumpet) warble a faint audi- 
ble harmony in anfwer to the fame tune ; 
yet many will not believe there is any fuch 
thing as a fympathy of fouls : and I am 
well pleafed, that every reader do enjoy 
his own opinion. But if the unbelieving 
will not allow the believing reader of this 
ftory a liberty to believe that it may be 
true, then I wifh him to confider, many 
wife men have believed that the ghoft 
of Julius Caefar did appear to Brutus, and 
that both St. Auftin and Monica his mo- 
ther had vifions in order to his conver- 
fion. And though thefe and many others 
(too many to name) have but the autho- 
rity of human ftory, yet the incredible 
reader may find in the facred ftory % that 
Samuel did appear to Saul even after his 
death (whether really or not, I under- 
take not to determine). And Bildad, in 
the Book of Job, fays thefe words ^; ^^ A 
" fpirit paffed before my face; the hair of 

* I Sam. xxviii. »> Jobiv.. 

D 4 f ^ my 
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" my head ftood up: fear and trembling 
** came upon me, and made all my bones 
" to fhake." Upon which words I will 
make no comment, but leave them to be 
confidered by the incredulous reader; to 
whom I will alfo commend this follow- 
ing confideration : that there be many 
pious and learned men, that believe our 
merciful God hath alligned to every maa 
a particular guardian angel, to be his con- 
llant monitor, and to attend him in all 
his dangers, both of body and foul. And 
the opinion that every man hath his par- 
ticular angel may gain fome authority, 
by the relation of St. Peter's miraculous 
deliverance out of prifon ', not by many, 
but by one angel. And this belief may 
yet gain more credit, by the reader's con- 
fidering that when Peter after his enlarge- 
ment knocked at the door of Mary the 
mother of John, and Rode the m^d-fer- 
vant, being furprifed lyith joy that Peter 
was there, did not let him in, but ran in 
halle, and told the Difciples (who were 
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thea and there met together) that Peter 
was at the door ; and they, not believing 
it, (aid flie was mad; yet when (he agsun 
affirmed it, though they then believed it 
not, yet they concluded, and faid. It is bis 
angel. 

More obfervations of this nature, and 
inferences from them, might be made to 
g^n the relation a firmer belief: but I 
forbear, left I, that intended to be but a 
relator, may be thought to be an engaged 
perfon for the proving what was related 
to me ; and yet I think myfelf bound to 
declare, that though it was not told me 
by Mr. Donne himfelf, it was told me 
(now long fince) by a perfon of honour, 
and of fuch intimacy with him, that he 
knew more of the fecrets of his foul, than 
any perfon then living : and I think he 
told me the truth ; for it was told with 
fuch circumftances, and fuch affeveration, 
that (to fay nothing of my own thoughts) 
I verily believe he that told it me did 
himfelf believe it to be true. 

I forbear the reader's farther trouble, 
as to the relation, and what concerns it ; 

and 
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and will conclude mine with commend- 
ing to his view a copy of verfes given 
by Mr. Donne to his wife at the time 
that he then parted from her. And I 
beg leave to tell, that I have heard fome 
critics, learned both in languages and 
poetry, fay, that none of the Greek or 
Latin poets did ever equal them. 

A VALEDICTION, 

FORBIDDING TO MOURN. 

As virtuous men pafs mildly away, 
And whifper to their fouls to go, 
Whilft fome of their fad friends do fay. 
The breath goes now, and fome fay no : 

So let us melt, and make no noife ; 
No wind-fighs or tear-floods us move ; 
Twere profanation of our joys. 
To tell the laity our love. 

Movings of th' earth caufe harms and fears ; 
Men reckon what they did or meant : 
But trepidation of the fpheres. 
Though greater far, is innocent. 

Dull fubl unary lovers* love 
(Whofe foul is fcnfe) cannot admit 
Abfence ; becaufe that doth remove 
Thofe things that elemented it. 

But 
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But we, by a foul fo much refm'd. 
That our fouls know not what it is, 
Inter-aflured of the mind. 
Care not hands, eyes, or lips to mifs. 

Our two fouls therefore, which are one. 
Though I muft go, endure not yet 
A breach, but an expanfion. 
Like gold to airy thinnefs beat. 

If we be two ? we are two fo 
As ftifFtwin-compafles are two : 
Thy foul, the fixt foot, makes no fliow 
To move, but does if th'othcr do. 

And though thine in the center fit. 
Yet, when my other far does roam. 
Thine leans and hearkens after it. 
And grows eredt as mine comes home. 

Such thou muft be to me, who muft. 
Like th'other foot, obliquely run : 
Thy firmnefs makes my circle juft. 
And me to end where I begun. 

I return from my account of the vifion, 
to tell the reader, that both before Mr. 
Donne's going into France, at his being 
there, and after his return, many of the 
nobility, and others that were powerful 
at court, were watchful and folicitous to 
the King for fome fecular employment 
for him. The King had formerly both 

known 
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known and put a value upon his company, 
and had alfo given him fome hopes of a 
ftate-employment ; being always much 
pleafed when Mr, Donne attended him, 
efpecially at his meals, where there were 
ufually many deep difcourfes of general 
learning, and very often friendly difputes 
or debates of religion betwixt his Majefty 
and thofe divines, whofe places required 
their attendance on him at thofe times ; 
particularly the Dean of the chapel, who 
then was Bifhop Montague (the publifher 
of the learned and eloquent works of 
his Majefty) and the moft reverend Doc- 
tor Andrews, the late learned Bifhop of 
Winchefter, who was then the King's 
Almoner. 

About this time there grew many dif- 
putes, that concerned the oath of fupre- 
macy and allegiance, in which the King 
had appeared, and engaged himfelf by 
his public writings now extant : and his 
Majefty difcourfing with Mr. Donne, con- 
cerning many of the reafons which are 
ufually urged againft the taking of thofe 
oaths, apprehended fuch a validity and 

cleamefs 
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clearnefs in his bating the queftions^ and 
his anfwers to them, that his Majefty 
commanded him to beftow fome time in 
drawing the arguments into a method^ 
and then to write his anfwers to them ; 
and, having done that, not to fend, but 
be his own meflenger, and bring them to 
him. To this he prefently and diligently 
applied himfelf, and within fix weeks 
brought them to him under his own 
hand- writing, as they be now printed; 
the book bearing the name of ^^ Pfeudo- 
** Martyr," printed anno 1610. 

When the King had read and confi- 
dered that book, he perfuaded Mr. Donne 
to enter into the miniftry; to which at 
that time he was, and appeared, very un- 
willing, apprehending it (fuch was his 
miftaken modefty) to be too weighty for 
his abilities : and though his Majedy had 
promifed him a favour, and many perfong 
of worth mediated with his Majefty for 
fome fecular employment for him, (to 
which his education had apted him) and 
particularly the Earl of Somerfet, when 
in his groateft height of favour; who be- 
ing 
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ing then at Theobald's with the King, 
^where one of the clerks of the council 
died that night, the Earl pofted a meflen- 
ger for Mr. Donne to come to him im- 
mediately, and at Mr. Donne's coming, 
iaid, ^' Mr* Donne, to teftify the reality 
'^ of my afFeftion, and my purpofe to pre- 
'^ fer you, ftay in this garden till I go 
*^ up to the King, and bring you word 
'^ that you are clerk of the council. 
*^ Doubt not my doing this, for I know 
*' the King loves you, and know the 
*^ King will not deny me." But the King 
gave a pofitive denial to all requefts, and, 
having a difceming fpirit, replied, " I 
*^ know Mr. Donne is a learned man, 
*^ has the abilities of a learned divine, 
" and will prove a powerful preacher; 
*^ and my defire is to prefer him that 
*^ way, and in that way I will deny 
** you nothing for him." After that time, 
as he profefleth *, ^' the King defcended 
'^ to a perfuafioh, almoft to a folicitation, 
*' of him to enter into facred orders :" 

*■ In his Book of DeTOtions.* 

which 
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which though he then denied not, yet he 
deferred it for alnioft three years. All 
which time he applied himfelf to an in- 
ceffant ftudy of textual Divinity, and to 
the attainment of a greater perfeSion in 
the learned languages, Greek and He- 
brew. 

In the firft and moft blefled times of 
Chriftianity, when the Clergy were looked 
upon with reverence, and deferved it, when 
they overcame their oppofers by high ex- 
amples of virtue, by a bleffed patience 
and long fuffering ; thofe only were then 
judged worthy the miniftry, whofe quiet 
and meek fpirits did make them look upon 
that facred calling with an humble adora- 
tion and fear to undertake it ; which in- 
deed requires fuch great degrees of humi- 
lity, and labour, and care, that none but 
fuch were then thought worthy of that 
celeftial dignity ; and fuch only were then 
fought out, and folicited to undertake 
it. This I have mentioned, becaufe for- 
wardnefs and inconfideration could not 
in Mr. Donne, as in many others, be an 
argument of infufficiency or unfitnefs ; for 

h« 
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he had conlidered long, and had many 
ftrifes within himfelf concerning theftrift- 
nefs of life and competency of learning 
required in fuch as enter into facred or- 
ders ; and doubtlefs, confidering his own * 
demerits, did humbly a(k God with St. 
Paul, ^^ Lord, who is fufficient for thefe 
"things?" and with meekMofes, "Lord, 
" who am I ? " And fure if he had confulted 
with flefli and blood, he had not for thefe 
reafons put his hand to that holy plough. 
But CJod, who is able to prevail, wreftled 
with him, as the Angel did with Jacob, 
and marked btm\ marked him for bis 
own ; marked him with a blefling, a 
bleiling of obedience to the motions of 
his bleffed Spirit. And then, as he had 
formerly afked God with Mofes, ^^ Who 
'* am I ?" fo now, being infpired with an 
apprehenfion of God's particular mercy to 
him, in the King's and others folicita- 
tions of him, he came to a(k King David's 
thankful queftion, ^* Lord, who am I, that 
" thou art fo mindful of me ?'' fo mindful 
of me, as to lead me for more than forty 
years through this wildemefs of the many 

tempta- 
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temptations and various turnings of a 
dangerous life ; fo merciful to me, as to 
move the learnedeft of kings to defcend 
to move me to ferve at the altar ; fo mer- 
ciful to me, as at laft to move my heart 
to embrace this holy motion. Thy mo- 
tions I will and do embrace : and I now 
fay with the blefled Virgin, " Be it with 
*' thy fervant as feemeth beft in thy fight:" 
and fo, blefled Jefus, I do take the cup of 
falvation, and will call upon thy name, 
and will preach thy Gofpel. 

Such ftrifes as thefe St. Auftin had, 
when St. Ambrofe endeavoured his con- 
verfion to Chriftianity ; with which he 
confefleth he acquainted his friend Ali- 
pius. Our learned author (a man fit to 
write after no mean copy) did the like. 
And declaring his intentions to his dear 
friend Dr. King, then Bifhop of London, 
a man famous in his generation, and no 
ftranger to Mr. Donne's abilities, (for 
he had been chaplain to the Lord Chan- 
cellor, at the time of Mr. Donne's being 
his Lordfhip's fecretary ;) that reverend 
man did receive the news with much 

VOL. I. E gladnefs; 
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gladnefs ; and after fome expreffions of 
joy, and a perfuafion to be conftant in 
his pious purpofe, he proceeded with all 
convenient fpeed to ordain him firft dea- 
con, and then prieft not long after. 

Now the Englifti Church had gained 
a fecond St. Auftin, for I think none 
was fo like him before his converfion ; 
none fo like St. Ambrofe after it : and if 
his youth had the infirmities of the one, 
his age had the excellencies of the other; 
the learning and holinefs of both. 

And now all his ftudies, which had 
been occafionally diffufed, were all con- 
centred in Divinity. Now he had a new 
calling, new thoughts, and a new em- 
ployment for his wit and eloquence. Now 
all his earthly affeftions were changed 
into divine love; and all the faculties of 
his own foul were engaged in the con- 
verfion of others; in preaching the glad 
tidings of remiflion to repenting finners, 
and peace to each troubled foul. To thefe 
he applied himfelf with all care and di- 
ligence : and now fuch a change was 
wrought in him^ that he could fay with 

David, 
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David^ '* O how amiable are thy taber- 
" nacles, O Lord God of Holts !" Now he 
declared openly, that '^ when he required 
a temporal, God gave him a fpiritual 
bleffing." And that '^ he was now 
gladder to be a door- keeper in the houfe 
^^ of God, than he could be to enjoy the 
^^ nobleft of all temporal employments." 

Prefently after he entered into his holy 
profeffion, the King fent for him, and 
made him his chaplain in ordinary, and 
promifed to take a particular care for his 
preferment. 

And though his long familiarity with 
fcholars and perfons of greateft quality 
was fuch, as might have given fome men 
boldnefs enough to have preached to any 
eminent auditory; yet his modefty in this 
employment was fuch, that he could not 
be perfuaded to it, but went ufually ac- 
companied with fome one friend to preach 
privately in fome village, not far from 
London ; his firft fermon being preached 
at Paddington. This he did, till his Ma- 
jefty fent and appointed him a day to 
preach to him at Whitehall 3 and though 

E % much 
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much was expe<fted from him, both by 
his Majefty and others, yet he was fo 
happy (which few are) as to fatisfy and 
exceed their expeftations ; preaching the 
word fo, as (hewed his own heart was 
pofl'efTed with thofe very thoughts and 
joys that he laboured to diftil into others: 
a preacher in earned ; Sweeping fometimes 
for his auditory, fometimes with them ; 
always preaching to himfelf, like an an- 
gel from a cloud, but in none ; carrying 
fome, as St. Paul was, to heaven in holy 
raptures, and enticing others by a facred 
art and courtfhip to amend their lives : 
here picturing a vide fo as to make it ugly 
to thofe that praftifed it, and a virtue 
fo as to make it beloved even by thofe 
that loved it not; and all this with a 
moft particular grace and ah inexpreflible 
addition of comelinefs. 

There may be fome that may incline 
to think (fuch indeed as have not heard 
-him) that my afre6lion to my friend hath 
tranfported me to an immoderate com- 
mendation of his preaching. If this meets 
with any fuch, let me entreat, though I 

will 
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will omit many, yet that they will re- 
ceive a double witnefs for what I fay; 
it being attefted by a gentleman of worth, 
(Mr. Chidley, a frequent hearer of his 
fermons) in part of a funeral elegy writ 
by him on Dr. Donne ; and is a known 
truth, though it be in verfe. 

Each altar had his fire 

He kept his love, but not his obje6l : wit 

He did not banifh, but tranfplanted it ; 

Taught it both time and place, and brought it home 

To piety, which it doth bell become. 

For fay, had ever pleafure fuch a drefs ? 

Have you fcen crimes fo (hap'd, or lovelinefs 

Such as his lips did clothe religion in ? 

Had not reproof a beauty pafllng fin ? 

Corrupted Nature forrow'd that (he ilood 

So near the danger of becoming good. 

And when he preach'd, (he wi(h'd her ears exempt 

From Piety, that had fuch pow'r to tempt. 

How did "his facrcd flattery beguile 

Men to amend ? 

More of this, and more witneffes, might be 
brought y but I forbear and return. 

That fummer, in the very fame month 
in which he entered into facred orders, and 
was made the King's chaplain, his Majeily 
then going his progrefs, was entreated to 

E 3 receive 
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receive an entertainment in the Univerfity 
of Cambridge : and Mr. Donne attend- 
ing his Majefty at that time, his Majefty 
was pleafed to recommend him to the 
Univerfity, to be made Doftor in Divi- 
nity : Doftor Harfnett (after Archbifhop 
of York) was then Vice- Chancellor, who, 
knowing him to be the author of that 
learned book the " Pfeudo-Martyr,'' re- 
quired no other proof of his abilities, but 
propofed it to the Univerfity, who pre- 
fently aflented, and expreffed a gladnefs, 
that they bad fuch an occafion to entitle 
him to be theirs. 

His abilities and indufl:ry in his profef- 
fion were fo eminent, and he fo known 
and fo beloved by perfons of quality, that 
within the firfl: year of his entering into 
facred orders he had fourteen advowfons 
of feveral benefices prefented to him : but 
they were in the country, and he could 
not leave his beloved London, to which 
place he had a natural inclination, having 
received both his birth and education in 
it, and there contrafted a friendftiip with 
many, whofe converfation multiplied the 

joys 
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joys of his life : but an employment that 
might affix him to that place would be 
welcome, for he needed it. 

Immediately after his return from Cam- 
bridge, his wife died, leaving him a man 
of a narrow unfettled eftate, and (having 
buried five) the careful father of feven 
children then living, to whom he gave a 
voluntary affurance, never to bring them 
under the fubjeftion of a ftep-mother ; 
which promife he kept moft faithfully, 
burying with his tears all his earthly 
joys in his moft dear and deferving wife's 
grave, and betook himfelf to a moft re- 
tired and folitary life. 

In this retirednefs, which was often 
from the fight of his deareft friends, he 
became crucified to the worlds and all thofe 
vanities, thofe imaginary pleal'ures, that are 
daily afted on that reftlefs ftage ; and 
they were as perfe6lly crucified to him. 
Nor is it hard to think (being paffions 
may be both changed and heightened by 
accidents) but that that abundant affeftion 
which once was betwixt him and her, 
who had long been the delight of his 

£ 4 eyes. 
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eyes, and the companion of his youth ; her, 
with whom he had divided fo many plea- 
fant forrows and contented fears, as com- ; 
mon people are not capable of; not hard; 
to think but that fhe being now removed' 
by death, a commeafurable grief took as 
full a pofleflion of him as joy had done;' 
and fo indeed it did ; for now his very 
foul was elemented of nothing but fad- 
nefs ; now grief took fo full a pofieffion 
of his heart, as to leave no place for joy ; 
if it did, it was a joy to be alone, where, 
like a pelican in the wildemefs, he might 
bemoan himfelf without witnefs or re- 
(Iraint, and pour forth his pallions like 
Job in the days of his affliffion : " Oh 
•' that I might have the defire of my 
" heart ! Oh that God would grant the 
" thing that I long for!" For then, as the 
grave is become her houfe, fo I would haCten 
to make it mine alfo ; that tve two might 
there make our beds together in the dark. 
Thus, as the Ifraelites iat mourning by 
the rivers of Babylon, when they remem- 
bered Sion ; fo he gave fonie eafe to his 
oppreffed heart by thus venting his for- 
rows: 
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rows : thus he began the day, and ended 
the night; ended the reftlefs night and 
began the weary day in lamentations. 
And thus he continued till a confideration 
of his new engagements to God, and St. 
Paul's *^ Wo is me, if I preach not the 
'^ Gk)fpcl," difperfed thofe fad clouds that 
had then benighted his hopes, and now 
forced him to behold the light. 

His firft motion from his houfe was to ■ 
preach where his beloved wife lay buried^^) 
(in St. Clement's Church, near Temple- 
Bar, London,) and his text was a part of 
the Prophet Jeremy's Lamentation : ^^ Lo, 
^* I am the man that have feen affliftion." 

And indeed his very words and looks 
teftified him to be truly fuch a man ; and 
they, with the addition of his fighs and 
tears, exprefled in his fermon, did fo work 
upon the affetiions of his hearers, as melt- 
ed and moulded them into a companion- 
able fadnefs; and fo they left the congre- 
gation ; but then their houfes prefented 
them with objedls of diverfion, and his 
prefented him with nothing but frefh ob- 
jefts of forrow, In beholding many help- 

lefs 
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lefs children, a narrow fortune, and a con- 
fideration of the many cares and cafualties 
that attend their education. 

In this time of fadnefs he was impor- 
tuned by the grave Benchers of Lincoln's 
Inn (who were once the companions and 
friends of his youth) to accept of their 
leAure, which, by reafon of Dr. Gataker's 
removal from thence, was then void j of 
which he accepted, being moft glad to re- 
new his intermitted friendlhip witli thofe 
whom he fo much loved, and where he 
had been a Saul, {though not to perfecute 
Chrilitanity, or to deride it, yet in his 
irregular youth to neglect the vilible 
praftice of it,) there to become a Paul, 
and preach falvation to his beloved bre- 
thren. 

And now his life was as a Jb'mxng 
light among his old friends ; now he 
gave an ocular teftimony of the llriftnefs 
and regularity of it j now he might fay, 
as St. Paul advifeth his Corinthians, " Be 
" ye followers of me, as I follow Chrift, 
" and walkasye have mefor an example;" 
not the example of a bufy-body, but of 
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a contemplative, £^ harmlefs, an humble, 
and an holy life and converfation. 

The love of that noble fociety was ex- 
preffed to him many ways ; for, befides , ^ 
fair lodgings that were fet apart and newly 
fiirniftied for him, with all neceflaries, 
other courtefies were alfo daily added ; 
indeed fo many, and fo freely, as if they 
meant their gratitude (hould exceed his 
merits : and in this love-ftrife of defert 
and liberality they continued for the fpace 
of two years, he preaching faithfully and 
conftantly to them, and they liberally re- 
quiting him. About which time the 
Emperor of Germany died, and the Palf- 
grave, who had lately married the Lady 
Elizabeth, the King's only daughter, was 
elefted and crowned King of Bohemia, 
the unhappy beginning of many miferies 
in that nation. 

King James, whofe motto {Beati pacifict) 
did truly fpeak the very thoughts of his 
heart, endeavoured firft to prevent, and 
after to compofe, the difcords of that dif- 
compofed ftate; and, amongft other his 
endeavours, did then fend the Lord Hay, 

Earl 



60 THE LIFE op 

Earl of Doncafter, his anibaiTador to thofc 
unfettled Princes; and, by a fpecial com- 
mand from his Majefty, Dr. Donne was 
, .-appointed to aflift and attend that employ- 
^ ' ment to the Princes of the Union ; for 
- which the Earl was mod glad, who had 
always put a great value on him, and 
talien a great pleafure in his converlation 
and difcourfe: and his friends of Lincoln's 
Inn were as glad; for they feared that 
his immoderate lludy, and (adnefs for his 
wife's death, would, as Jacob faid, make 
bis days foiv, and refpefling his bodily 
I health, evil too ; and of this there were 
many vifible figns. 

At his going, he left his friends of Lin- 
coln's Inn, and they him, with many re- 
ludtations ; for though he could not fay 
as St. Paul to his Epheiians, " Behold, 
" you, to whom I have preached the king- 
" dom of God, ftiall from henceforth fee 
" my face no more ;" yet he believing 
himfelf to be in a confumption, queftion- 
ed, and they feared it; all concluding 
that his troubled mind, with the help of 
his unintermitted ftudles, haftened the de- 
cays 
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Cays of his weak body. But God, who 
is the God of all wifdoni and goodnefs, 
turned it to the beft; for this employ- 
ment (to fay nothing of the event of it) 
did not only divert him from thofe too 
ferious ftudies and fad thoughts, but feem- 
ed to give him a new life, by a true occa- 
fion of joy, to be an eye-witnefs of the 
health of his mod dear and moft honoured 
Miftrefs, the Queen of Bohemia, in a fo- 
reign nation ; and to be a vvitnefs of that 
gladnefs which (he exprefled to fee him ; 
who, having formerly known him a cour- 
tier, was much joyed to fee him in a ca- 
nonical habit, and more glad to be an 
ear-witnefs of his excellent and powerful 
preaching. 

About fourteen months after his de- 
parture out of England, he returned to 
his friends of Lincoln's Inn, with his for- 
rows moderated, and his health improved; 
and there betook himfelf to his conftant 
courfe of preaching. 

About a year after his return out of 
Germany, Dr. Carey was made Bifhop of 
Exeter, and by his removal the deanery 

of 
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of St. Paul's being vacant, the King fent 
to Dr. Donne, and appointed him to at- 
tend him at dinner the next day. When 
his Majefty was fat down, before he had 
eat any meat, he faid after his pleafant 
manner, " Dr. Donne, I have invited you 
" to dinner ; and though you fit not 
" down with me, yet I will carve to you 
*' of a diih that I know you love well ; 
" for knowing you love London, I do 
" therefore make you Dean of Paul's ; 
" and when I have dined, then do you 
" take your beloved difti home to your 
" ftudy, fay grace there to yourfelf, and 
" much good may it do you." 

Immediately after he came to his dean- 
ery, he employed workmen to repair and 
beautify the chapel; fufiering, as holy 
David once vowed, " his eyea and tem- 
" pies to -take no reft, till he had firft 
" beautified the houfe of God." 

The next quarter following, when his 
father-in-law. Sir George Moor, (whom 
time had made a lover and admirer of 
him) came to pay to him the conditioned 
fum of twenty pounds, he rcfufed to re- 
ceive 
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ceive it, and faid (as good Jacob did, 
when he heard his beloved fon Jofeph 
was alive) ^' // is enough : You have been 
'^ kind to me and mine : I know your 
** prefent condition is fuch as not to a- 
^^ bound, and I hope mine is or will be 
^^ fuch as not to need it. I will therefore 
*^ receive no more from you upon that 
^^ contraft ;" and in teftimony of it freely 
gave him up his bond. 

Immediately after his admiflion into his 
deanery, the vicarage of St. Dunftan in 
the Weft, London, fell to him by the 
death of Dr. White, the advowfon of it 
having been given to him long before by 
his honourable friend Richard Earl of 
Dorfet, then the patron, and confirmed by 
his brother the late deceafed Edward, both 
of them men of much honour. 

By thefe, and another ecclefiaftical en- 
dowment which fell to him about the 
fame time, given to him formerly by the 
Earl of Kent, he was enabled to become 
charitable to the poor, and kind to his 
friends, and to make fuch provifion for 
his children, that they were not left fcan- 

dalous, 
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dalous, as relating to their or his profef- 
lion and quality. 

The next parliament, which was with- 
in that prefent year, he was chofen Pro- 
locutor to the Convocation, and about 
that time was appointed by his Majefty, 
his moil gracious mafter, to preach very 
many occafional fermons, as at St. Paul's 
Crofs, and other places. All which em- 
ployments he performed to the admiration 
of the reprefentative body of the whole 
clergy of this nation. 

He was once, and but once, clouded 
with the King's <lifp!eafure, and it was 
about this time; which was occafioned by 
foine malicious whifperer, who had told 
his Majefty that Dr. Donne had put on 
the general humour of the pulpits, and 
was become bufy in inliniiating a fear of 
the King's inchning to Poperj', and a dif- 
iike of his government; and particularly for 
the King's then turning the evening lec- 
tures into catechifing. and expounding 
the Prayer of our Lord, and of the Belief, 
and Commandments, His Majefty was 
the more inclinable to believe this, for 
that 
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that a perfon of nobility and great note, 
betwixt whom and Dr. Donne there had 
been a great friendftiip, was at this very- 
time difcarded the court, (I (hall forbear 
his name, unlefs I had a fairer occafion) 
and juftly committed to prifon; which be- 
got many rumours in the common peo- 
ple, who in this nation think they are not 
wife, unlefs they be bufy about what they 
underftand not, and efpecially about re- 
ligion. 

The King received this news with fo 
much difcontent and reftleflhefs, that he 
would not fuffer the fun to fet and leave 
him under this doubt; but fent for Dr. 

> 

Donne, and required his anfwer to the 

accufation ; which was fo clear and fatif- 

faftory, that the King faid, *^ he was right 

'^ glad he refted no longer under the fuf- 

" picion/' When the King had faid this. 

Dr. Donne kneeled down, and thanked 

his Majefty, and protefted his anfwer was 

faithful, and free from all collufion, and 

therefore ^^ defired that he might not rife, 

** till, as in like cafes he always had from 

" God, fo he might have from his Ma- 

voL. I. F "jefty, 
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" jefty, fome afTurance that he flood clear 
" and fair in his opinion." At which the 
King raifed him from his knees with his 
own hands, and " protefted he believed 
" him ; and that he knefc he was an ho- 
" neft man, and doubted not but that he 
" loved him truly," And, having thus 
difmilTed him, he called ibme lords of his 
council into his chamber, and faid with 
much eameflnefs, " My Doctor is an ho- 
" neft man ; and, my Lords, I was never 
" better fatisfied with an anfwer than he 
" hath now made me ; and I always re- 
" joice when I think that by my means 
*' he became a divine." 

He was made Dean in the fiftieth year 
of his age; and in his fifty-fourth year a 
dangerous ficknefs feized him, which in- 
clined him to a confumption : but God^ 
as Job thankfully acknowledged, " pre- 
" ferved his fpirit," and kept his intel- 
led:ualB as clear and perfect, as when that 
ficknefs firft feized his body j but it con- 
tinued long, and threatened him with 
death, which he dreaded not. 

In this diftemper of body, his dear friend,- 
Dr. 
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Dr. Henry King, (then chief Refidentiary 
of that church, and late Bifliop of Chi- 
chefter) a man generally known by the 
clergy of this nation, and as generally 
noted for his obliging nature, vifited him 
daily; and obferving that his ficknefs ren- 
dered his recovery doubtful, he chofe a 
feafonable time to fpeak to him to this 
purpofe : 

'* Mr. Dean, I am by your favour no 
*^ ftranger to your temporal eftate, and 
** you are no ftranger to the offer lately 
** made us, for the renewing a leafe of 
'^ the beft prebend's corps belonging to 
^^ our church ; and you knbw it was de- 
^^ nied, for that our tenant being very 
*^ rich, offered to fine at fo low a rate as 
*' held not proportion with his advantages : 
*' but I will either raife him to an higher 
** fum, or procure that the other refiden- 
*^ tiaries (hall join to accept of what was 
*^ offered : one of thefe I can and will by 
'^ your fevour do without delay, and with- 
'^ out any trouble either to your body or 
^' mind. I befeech you to accept of my 
^^ offer, for I know it will be a confidera- 

va « ble 
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'^ it is : but I thank God I have 5 and 
dare not now upon my fick bed, when 
Almighty God hath made me ufelefs 
to the fervice of the church, make any 
*^ advantages out of it. But if he fliall 
'^ again reftore me to fuch a degree of 
*^ health, as again to ferve at his altar, I 
^* (hall then gladly take the reward which 
" the bountiful benefaftors of this church 
** have defigned me ; for God knows my 
^^ children and relations will need it : in 
^^ which number my mother (whofe cre- 
<^ dulity and charity has contrafted a very 
" plentiful to a very narrow eftate) muft / 
^^ not be forgotten. But, Dr. King, if I 
*^ recover not, that little worldly eftate 
^^ that I fliall leave behind me (that very 
little, when divided into eight parts) 
muft, if you deny me not fo charitable 
^^ a favour, fall into your hands, as my 
^^ moft faithful friend and executor ; of 
** whofe care and juftice I make no more 
'* doubt, than of God's bleffing on that 
*^ which I have confcientioufly collefted 
^^ for them 5 but it fliall not be augment- 

F 3 " ed 
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" ed on my fick-bed ; and this I declare 
" to be my unalterable refolution," 

The reply to this was only a promife 
to obferve his requeft. 

Within a few days his diftempers abat- 
ed ; and as his ftrength increafed, fo did 
his thankfulnefs to Almighty God, telli- 
^3fied in his moft excellent Book of Devo- 
\ * tions, which he publifhedi^t nis recovery; 
in which the reader may fee the moft fe- 
cret thoughts that then polTeiTed his foul 
paraphrafed and made public j a book, 
that may not unfitly be called a Sacred 
Pidurs of Spiritual Ecfla/les, occalioned 
and appliable to the emergencies of that 
licknefs ; which book, being a compofi- 
tion of meditations, difqui(itionG,and pray- 
ers, he writ on his (ick-bed j herein imi- 
tating the holy Patriarchs, who were wont 
to build their altars in that place where 
■- they had received their bleilings. 

This licknefs brought him fo near to 

V the gates of death, and he faw the grave 

fo ready to devour him, that he would 

often fay, his recovery was fupematural : 

but 
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but that God that then reftored his health 
continued it to him till the fifty-ninth 
year of his life; and then, in Auguft 1630, 
being with his eldeft daughter, Mrs. Har- 
vy, at Abury Hatch in Eflex, he there 
fell into a fever, which with the help of 
his conftant infirmity (vapours from the 
fpleen) haftened him into fo vifible a con- 
fumption, that his beholders might fay, 
as St. Paul of himfelf, ^^ He dies daily;'* 
and he might fay with Job, " My welfare 
'^ pafleth away as a cloud, the days of my 
'^ affli£tion have taken hold of me, and 
*^ weary nights are appointed for me.'* 

Reader, this ficknefs continued long, 
not only weakening, but wearying him 
fo much, that my defire is, he may now 
take fome reft ; and that before I fpeak of 
his death, thou wilt not tViink it an im- 
pertinent digreffion to look back with me 
upon fome obfervations of his life, which, 
whilft a gentle (lumber gives reft to his 
fpirits, may, I hope, not unfitly exercife 
thy confideration. 

F 4 His 
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His marriage was the remarkable error 
of his life — an error, which, though he 
had a wit able and very apt to m^titmn 
paradoxes, yet he was very far from jufti- 
fying it ; and though his wife's compe- 
tent years, and other reafons, might be 
juftly urged to moderate fevere cenfures, 
yet he would occafionally condemn him- 
felf for it ; and doubtlefs it had been at- 
tended with an heavy repentance, if God 
had not blefled them with fo mutual and 
cordial affeAlons, as in the midft of their 
fufferings made their bread of forrow tafte 
more pleafantly than the* banquets of dull 
and low-fpirited people. 

llie recreations of his youth were po- 
etry, in which he was fo happy, as if Na- 
ture and all her varieties had been made 
only to exercife his (harp wit and high 
fancy; and in thofe pieces which were 
facetioufly compofed and carelefsly fcat- 
tered (moil of them being written before 
the twentieth year of his age) it may ap- 
pear by his choice metaphors, that both 
Nature and all the Arts joined to aflift him 
with their utmoft ikill. 

It 
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It is a truth, that in his penitential years, 
viewing fome of thofe pieces that had been 
loofely (God knows too loofely) fcattered 
in his youth, he wiflied they had been 
abortive, or fo fhort-lived that his own 
eyes had witnefled their funerals : but, 
though he was no friend to them, he was 
not fo fallen out with heavenly poetry, as 
to forfake that ; no, not in his declining 
age ; witnefled then by many divine fon- 
nets, and other high, holy, and harmo- 
nious compofures : yea, even on his for^r 
mer fick-bed he wrote this heavenly 
hymn, exprefling the great joy that then 
poflefled his foul, in the aflurance of God's 
favour to him when he compofed it : 

AN HYMN 

TO GOD THE FATHER. 

AAi'ILT thou forgive that (in where I begun. 
Which was my fin, though it were done before ? 

Wilt thou forgive that fin through which 1 run. 
And do run ftill, though ftill I do deplore ? 
When thou haft done, thou haft not done, 

For I have more. 



Wilt thou forgive that fin, which I have won 
Others to fin, and made my fin their door ? 



Wilt 
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4. 

Wilt thou foigive tbal tia which I did ftiun 
A year or two, bur wallofv'd in a fcore? 
When thou haft done, thou haft not done, 
For I have more. 

I have a, Hn of fear, that when I've fpun 
My laft thread, I (hall petifti on the (hore ; 

Bui fwear by thyfelf, that at my death thy Son 
Shatl (bine as he (hines now, and heietofoie i 
And having done that, ihou haft done. 



I have the rather mentioned this hymn, 
for tliat he cauled it to be fet to a nioft 
grave and folemn tune, and to be often 
fung to the organ by the chorifters of St. 
Paul's Church, in his own hearing; efpe- 
cially at the evening fervlce ; and at his 
return from his cuftomary devotions in 
that place, did occaGonally fay to a iriend, 
f The words of this hymn have reftored 
" to me the lame thoughts of joy that 
" polTefled my foul in my ficknefs, when 
" I compofed it. And, O the power of 
" church-mufic ! that harmony added to 
" this hymn has raifed the affe<3ions of 
" my heart, and quickened my graces of 
" zeal and gratitude ; and I obferve that 
" I always return from paying this pub- 
"lic 
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*^ lie duty of prayer and praife to God, 
^^ with an unexpreflible tranquillity^ of 
^' mind; and a wiUingnefs to leave the 
« world/' 

After this manner did the difciples of 
our Saviour, and the beft of Chriftians ii^ 
thofe ages of the Church neareft to his 
time, offer their praifes to Alfnighty God. 
And the reader of St. Auguftine's life may 
there find, that towards his diflblution 
he wept abundantly, that the enemies of 
Chriftianity had broke in upon them, and 
profaned and ruined their fan6buaries, and 
becaufe their public hymns and lauds were 
loft out of their churches. And after this 
manner have many devout fouls lifted up 
their hands, and offered acceptable facri- 
fices unto Almighty God, where Dr. 
Donne offered his, and now lies buried. 
" But now, O Lord, how is that place 
" become defolate \" — Anno 1656. 

Before I proceed further, I think fit to 
inform the reader, that not long before his 
death he caufed to be drawn a figure of 
the body of Chrift extended upon an an- 
chor, like thofe which painters draw 

when 
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when they would prefent us with the pic- 
tuT* of Cbrift cmcilied on the crofs ; his 
varying no otherwife than to affix him not 
to a crofs, but to an anchor (the emblem 
of hope) ; this he caufed to be drawn in 
little, and then many of thole figures thus 
drawn to be engraven very fmall in Heli- 
tropian fiones, and fet in gold ; and of 
thefe he fent to many of his deareft friends, 
to be ufed as feals, or rings, and kept as 
memorials of him, and of his affeftion to 
them. 

His dear friends and benefa£tors, Sir 
Henry Goodier, and Sir Robert Drewiy, 
could not be of that number ; nor could 
the Lady Magdalen Herbert, the mother 
of George Herbert, for they had put off 
mortality, and taken poffeflion of the 
grave before him : but Sir Henry Woot- 
ton, and Dr. Hall, the then late deceafed 
Bifliop of Norwich, were; and fo were 
Dr. Duppa, Bifhop of Salilbury, and Dr. 
Henry King, Bilhop of Chichefter (lately 
' deceafed) ; men, in whom there was fnch 
a commixture of general learning, of na- 
tural eloquence, and Chriftian humility, 
that 
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that they deferve a commemoration by a 
pen equal to their own, which none have 
exceeded. 

And in this enumeration of his friends, 
though many muft be omitted, yet that 
man of primitive piety, Mr. George Her^- 
bert, may not: I mean that George Her- 
bert, who was the author of ^^ The Tem- 
*^ pie, or Sacred Poems and Ejaculations :'* 
a book, in which, by declaring his own 
fpiritual conflifts, he hath comforted and 
raifed many a dejefted and difcompofed 
foul, and charmed them into fweet and 
quiet thoughts; a book, by the frequent 
reading whereof, and the affiftance of that 
Spirit that feemed to infpire the author, 
the reader may attain habits of peace and 
piety, and all the gifts of the Holy Ghoft 
and Heaven ; and may, by ftill reading, ftill 
keep thofe facred fires burning upon the 
altar of fo pure a heart, as (hall free it 
from the anxieties of this world, and keep 
it fixed upon things that are above. Be- 
twixt this George Herbert and Dr. DOnne 
there was a long and dear friendfliip, made 
up by fuch a fympathy of inclinations, 

that 
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that they coveted and joyed to be in each 
other's company ; and this happy friend- 
£hip was flill maintained by many facred 
endearments ; of which that which foJ- 
loweth may be fome teftimony. 

TO MR. GEORGE HERBERT; 



AJii^f tf/naki, ufid h,r,t«fiT. 1= hi my fial, -mkich h Iki 

crrji of our poor farnily. 
Qui piiU9 affuetus ferpentum falce (abellas 
Signaie, heec ooftrK fymbola paivB domu; 

Adrctlus domui domini. 

Adopted in God's ^mil^, and fo 
My old coat loft, into new aims I go. 
The ctofs toy (tsX in baptifm Tpread below, 
Dots by that form into an anchor grow. 
CroBes grow anchors, beu as thou Ihould'ft do 
Thy ciofs, and that ctors grows an anchor too. 
But he that makes out ctofles anchors thus. 
Is Chrill, who there is crucified for us. 
Yet with this I may my hrft ferpents hold : 
(God gives new bieOings, and yet leaves the old; 
The ferpent may, as wife, my pattern be i 
My poifon, as he feeds on duft, that's me. 
And, as he rounds the caith to murder, fare 
He is my death ■■, but on the crors my cute. 
Cfucify nature then ; and then implore 
All grace horn him, crucified there before. 

WhcB 
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When all is crofs, and that crofs anchor grown. 

This real's a catechifm, not a feal alone. 

Under that little feal great gifts I fend. 

Both works and pra/rs, pawns and fruits of a friend. 

O may that faint that rides on our great feal. 

To you that bear his natne large bounty deal. 

JOHN DONNE. 



IN SACEAM ANCHORAM PISCATORIS> 

GEORGE HERBERT. 

Quod Crux nequibat fixa clavique additi, 
Tenere Chriftum fcilicet ne afcenderet 
Tuive Chriftum 

Although the crofs could not Chrift here detain^ 

When nail'd unto't, but he afcends agafki ; 

Nor yet thy eloquence here keep him ftill, 

But only whilft thou fpeak'ft — this anchor will : 

Nor canft thou be content, unlefs thou to 

This certain anchor add a feal, and fo 

The water and the earth both unto thee 

Do owe the fymbol of their certainty. 

Let the world reel, we and all ours ftand fure> 

This holy cable *s from all ftorms fecure. 

GEORGE HERBERT. 

I return to tell the reader, that, beiides 
thefe verfes to his dear Mr. Herbert, and 
that hymn that I mentioned to be fung in 

the 
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the Quire of St. Paul's Church, he did 
alfo fhorten and beguile many fad hours 
by compofing other facred ditties; and he 
writ an hymn on his death-bed, which 
bears this title : 

AN HYMN TO GOD MY GOD, 

IK M¥ SICKNESS, MARCH 23, 163O. 

Since l am coming to (hat holy room, 
Whtre with thy quire of faints foi evetmore 
I (hall be made thy mufic, as I come 
1 tune my inftrument here at the door. 
And, what I iDuft do (hen, ibink here before. 

Since my phyficians by their loves ait grown 
Cofmographeisi and I their map, who lye 



So, in his purple wrapt, receive me, Lord ! 

By thefe his thomi give me his other crown : 

And, as lo other fouls 1 preach'd thy word. 

Be this my text, my fermon to mine own. 

" That he may raife, therefore the Lord throws down." 

If thefe fall under the cenfure of a foul, 

whofe too much mixture with earth makes 

it unfit to judge of thefe high raptures wid 

illuminations, let bim know, that many 

holy 
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holy and devout men have thought the 
foul of Pradentius to be mod refined, 
when not many days before his death 
he charged it to prefent his God each 
morning and evening with a new and 
fpiritual fong ;'^ juftified by the exam- 
ple of King David and the good King 
Hezekiah, who upon the renovation of 
his years paid his thankful vows to Al- 
mighty God in a royal hymn, which he 
concludes in thefe words; ^* The Lord 
^^ was ready to fave ; therefore I will fing 
^^ my fongs to the ftringed inftruments all 
'^ the days of my life in the temple of 
« my God/' 

The latter part of his life may be faid to 
be a continued ftudy ; for as he ufually 
preached once a week, if not oftener, fo 
after his fermon he never gave his eyes 
reft, till he had chofen out a new text, 
and that night caft his fermon into a form, 
and his text into divifions ; and the next 
day betook himfelf to confult the fathers, 
and fo commit his meditations to his 
memory, which was excellent. But upon 
Saturday he ufually gave himfelf and his 
VOL. I. G mind 
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mind a reft from the weary burthen of his 
week's meditations, and uAially fpent that 
day in vifitation of friends, or fome other 
diverfions of his thoughts; and would fay, 
that " he gave both his body and mind 
'* that refrefliment, that he might be en- 
" abled to do the work of the day foUow- 
" ing, not faintly, but with courage and 
" cheerfulnefs." 

Nor was his age only fo induftrious, 
but in the moft unfettled days of his 
youth his bed was not able to detain him 
beyond the hour of four in a morning; 
and it was no common bulinefs that drew 
him out of his chamber till paft ten : 
all which time was employed in ftudyj 
though he took great liberty after it. 
And if this feem ftrange, it may gain a 
belief by the vifible fruits of his labours ; 
fome of which remain as teftimonies of 
what is here written ; for he left the re- 
fultance of 1400 authors, moft of them 
abridged and analyled with his own hand : 
he left ajfo lix fcore of his fermons, all 
written with his own hand ; alfo an ex- 
a^ and laborious treatife concerning felf- 
murder, 



DR. JOHN DONNE. 83 

murder^ called Biatbanatos ; wherein all 
the laws violated by that a&, are diligently 
furveyed, and judicioufly cenfured : a trea- 
tife written in his younger days, which 
alone might declare him then not only* 
perfedl in the civil and canon law, but in 
many other fuch ftudies and arguments, 
as enter not into the confideration of many 
that labour to be thought great clerks, 
and pretend to know all things. 

Nor were thefe only found in his ftudy, 
but all bufinefles that paffed of any public 
confequence, either in this or any of our 
neighbour-nations, he abbreviated either 
in Latin, or in the language of that na- 
tion, and kept them by him for ufeful 
memorials. So he did the copies of divers 
letters and cafes of confcience that had 
concerned his friends, with his obferva- 
tions and folutions of them ; and divers 
other bufineffes of importance, all particu- 
larly and methodically digefted by him- 
felf. 

He did prepare to leave the world be- 
fore life left him, making his will when 
no faculty of his foul was damped or made 

o 7, de- 
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defective by pain or licknefs,br he furprifed 
by a fuddeti apprehenfion of death ; but 
it was made with mature deliberatioiij 
expreffing himlelf an impartial father, by 
making his children's portions equal ; and 
a lover of his friends, whom he remein- 
bered with legacies fitly and difcreetly 
chofen and bequeathed. I cannot forl>ear 
a nomination of fome of them ; for me- 
thinks they be perfons that feem to chal- 
lenge a recordation in this place; as 
namely, to his brother-in-law. Sir Tho- 
mas Grimfes, he gave that ftriking clock, 
which he had long worn in his pocket; 
to his dear friend and executor, Dr. King, 
(late Bi{hop of Chichefler) that model of 
gold of the Synod of Dort, with whith 
the States prefented him at his laft being 
at the Hague ; and the two pictures of 
I'adre Paolo and Fulgentio, men of his 
acquaintance when he travelled Italy, and 
of great note in that nation for their re- 
markable learning. — To his ancient friend 
Dr. Brook, (that married him} Mafter of 
Trinity College in Cambridge, he gave 
the picture of the blefled Virgin and Jo.' 
feph. 
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feph. — ^To Dr. WinnifF (who fucoeeded 
him in the deanery) he gave a pifture 
called the " Skeleton." — ^To the fucceed- 
ing Dean, who was not then known, he 
gave many neceflaries of worth, and ufe- 
ful for his houfe ; and alfo feveral piftures 
and ornaments for the chapel, with a de- 
fire that they might be regiftered, and re- 
main as a legacy to his fucceflbr3.-T-To 
the Earls of Dorfet and Carlifle he gave 
feveral piftures ; and fo he did to many 
other friends; legacies, given rather to 
exprefs his affefition, than to make any 
addition to their eft^tes. But unto the 
poor he was full of charity, and unto many 
others, who by his conftant and long 
continued bounty might entitle them- 
felves to be his alms-people : for all thefe 
he made provifion, and fo largely, as, 
having then fix children living, might to 
fome appear more than proportiqn^ble to 
his eftate. I forbear to mention any more, 
left: the reader may think I trefpafs upon 
his patience : but I will beg his favour, 
to prefent him with the beginning and 
end of his will. 

03 In 
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In the name bf the hlejfed and glorious 
Trinilj', Amen. IJobn Donne, by the mercy 
of Cbrift Jefus, and by the calling of the 
Church of England, Priejl, being at this 
time in good health and perfefl under/land- 
ing, [praifed be God therefore) do hereby 
make my loft Will and Te/lament, in man- 
ner and form folloiving : 

Firjl, I give my gracious God an entire 
facrvfice of body and foul, ivith my moft bum- 
ble thanks for that ajfurance which his blejfed 
Spirit imprints in me now of the falvation of 
the one, and the refurreSlion of the other ; 
and for that conjlant and cheerful refolution, 
which the fame Spirit hath ejlabli/hed in me, 
to live and die in the religion now profeffed 
in the Church of England. In expeSation 
of that refurreBion, I defire my body may he 
buried {in the mojl private manner that may 
be) in that place of St. Paul's Church, 
Tjondon, that the noiv rejidentiaries have at 
my requeji dejigned for that purpofe, &c. 
— Artd this my lafi Will and Te/lament, 
made in the fear of God, {whoje mercy I 
humbly beg, and cotiftantly rely upon in Jefus 
CbriS) and in perfeii love and charity with 
all 
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aU the world (wbofe pardon I a/ky from the 
lowejl of my fervantSy to the bigbejl of my 
Jiiperiors) written all with my o^vn handy 
and my name fubfcribed to every fage^ of 
^vhicb there are five i/i fiumber. 
Sealed December 13, 1630. 

Nor was, this bleffed facrifice of charity 
cxprefled only at his death, but in his life 
alfo, by a cheerful and frequent vifitation 
of any friend whofe mind was dejefted, 
or his fortune neceffitous ; he was inqui- 
fitive after the wants of prifoners, and re- 
deemed many from prifon, that lay for 
their fees or fmall debts ; he was a con- 
tinual giver to poor fcholars, both of this 
and foreign nations. Befides what he 
gave with his own hand, he ufually fent 
a fervant, or a difcreet and trufty friend, 
to diftribute his charity to all the prifons 
in London, at all the feftival times of the 
year, efpecially at the birth and refurrec- 
tion of our Saviour. He gave an hundred 
pounds at one time to an old friend, whom 
he had known live plentifully, and by a 
too liberal heart and careleiTnefs became 

G 4 decayed 



THE LIFE C 



decayed in his eftate ; and when the re- 
ceiving of it was denied, by the gentle- 
man faying, " He wanted not ;" — for the 
reader may note, that as there be fome 
fpirits fo generous as to labour to conceal 
and endure a fad poverty, rather than ex- 
pofe themfelves to thofe blufhes that at- 
tend the confeflion of it; fo there be 
others, to whom nature and grace have 
afforded fuch fweet and companionate 
fouls, as to pity and prevent the diftrefles 
of mankind; which I have mentioned be- 
caufe of Dr. Donne's reply, whofe anfwer 
was ; " I know you want not what will 
" fuftain nature ; for a little will do that: 
" but my defire is, that you, who in the 
" days of your plenty have cheered and 
" raifed the hearts of fo many of your 
" dejefted friends, would now receive this 
" firora me, and ufe it as a cordial for the 
*• cheering of your own ;" and upon thefe 
terms it was received. He was an happy 
- reconciler of many differences in the fa- 
milies of his friends and kindred, (which 
he never undertook faintly ; for fuch un- 
dertakings have ufually faint effe<5ts) and 
they 
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they had fuch a faith in his judgment and 
impartiality, that he never advifed them 
to any thing in vain. He was even to her 
death a mod dutiful fon to his mother, 
careful to provide for her fupport^tion, of 
which flie had been deftitute, but that 
God raifed him up to prevent her neceffi- 
ties ; who having fucked in the religion 
of the Roman Church with her mother's 
milk, fpent her eftate in foreign countries, 
to enjoy a liberty in it, and died in his 
houfe but three months before him. 

And to the end it may appear how juft 
a fteward he was of his Lord and Mafter*s 
revenue, I have thought fit to let the read- 
er know, that after his entrance into his 
deanery, as he numbered his years, he (at 
the foot of a private account, to which 
God and his angels were only witnefles 
with him) computed firft his revenue, then 
what was given to the poor, and other 
pious ufes; and laftly, what refted for him 
and his ; and having done that, he then 
blefled each year's poor remainder with a 
thankful prayer ; which, for that they 
difcover a more than common devotion, 

the 
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the reader fhall putake fonie of the] 
his own words : 

" So all is that remains this year — 
i' Deo Opt. Max, benigno 
"' Largitori, a me, et ab iis 
" Quibus h£ec a mc lefervantur, 
*' Gloria et gratia in ffitemum. 



" So that this year God hath bit 
" me and mine with 

" Multiplicate fum fuper 
" Nos mifccicordiEE tuse 

" Da Domine, ul qus ex immL-nra 
" Bonilate tua nobis elaipri 
" Dignatus lis, in quorumcunque 
*' Manus deveneriat, in loam 
" Semper cedant gloriam. 

*' In fine horum fex annorum manet 

" Quid habeo quod non acccpi a Domino ? 
" Laigitur etiam ut qus largiluj eft 
" Sua ilerum lianl, bono eonim ufu ; ut 
" Quemadmodum nee offictis hujus mundi, 
" Nee loci in quo me pofuit dignitali, nee 
" Servis, nee egenis, in loto hiyus anni 
" Cuniculo mihi confcius fum me dcfuifle } 
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'* Ita et liberi, quibus qua fuperfunt, 
** Superfunt, grato animo ea accipiant, 
*' Et beneficum authorem recognofcant. 

« Amen." 

But I return from my long digi=5ffion. 
-We left the author fick in EfTex, 



where he was forced to fpend much of 
that \vinter, by reafon of his difability to 
remove from that place; and having never 
for almoft twenty years omitted his per- 
fonal attendance on his Majefty in that 
month in which he was to attend and 
preach to him, nor having ever been 
left out of the roll and number of Lent 
Preachers, and there being then (in Jan. 
1630.) a report brought to London, or 
raifed there, that Dr. Donne was dead ; 
that report gave him occafion to write 
the following letter to a dear friend : 

Sir, this advantage you and my other 
friends have by my frequent fevers, that 
^^ I am fo much the oftener at the gates 
of heaven ; and this advantage by the 
folitude and clofe imprifonment that 
" they reduce me to after, that I am fo 
" much the oftener at my prayers, in 

^^ which 
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" which I ftiall never leave out your hap- 
" plnefs ; and I doubt not among his 
" other bleffings, God wil] add fome one 
" to you for my prayers. A man would 
" alniod be content to die, if there were 
" no other benefit in death, to hear of fo 
" much forrow, and fo much good teili- 
" mony from good men, as I (God be 
*' b]efled for it) did upon the report of 
" my death : yet I perceive it went not 
*' through all ; for one writ to me that 
*' fome (and he faid of my friends) con- 
" ceived I was not ib ill as I pretended, 
" but withdrew myfelf to Jive at cafe, dif- 
*• charged of preaching. It is an unfriend- 
" ly, and, God knows, an ill-grounded 
" interpretation j for I have always been 
** forrier when I could not preach, than 
" any could be they could not hear me. 
*' It hath been my defire, and God may 
" be pleafed to grant it, that I might die 
" in the pulpit ; if not that, yet that I 
" might take my death in the pulpit ; 
" that is, die the fooner by occalion 
" of thofe labours. Sir, I hope to fee 
" you prefently after Candlemas j about 
" which 
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*^ which time will fell my Lent fermon 
^^ at court, except my Lord Chamberlain 
** believe me to be dead, and fo leave tne 
^^ oiit of the roll : but as long as Ilive, 
*^ and am not fpeechlefs, I would not 
" willingly decline that fervice. I have 
^^ better leifure to write, than you to read; 
*' yet I would not willingly opprefs you 
** with too much letter. God fo bleft 
" you and your fon, as I wifli to 
" Your poor friend, 

'^ And fervant in Chrift Jefus, 

"J, Donne." 

Before that month ended, he was ap- 
pointed to preach upon his old conftant 
day, the firft Friday in Lent : he had no*- 
tice of it, and had in his (icknefs fo pre- 
pared for that employment, that, as he 
had long thirfted for it, fo he refolved his 
weaknefs (hould not hinder his journey ; 
he came therefore to London fome few 
days before his appointed day of preach- 
ing. At his coming thither, many of his 
friends (who with forrow faw his ficknefs 
had left him but fo much flefli as did only 

cover 
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cover his bones) doubted his Arength to 
perform that taflc, and did therefore dif- 
fuade him from undertaking it, afTuring 
him however it was like to ihorten his 
life : but he pallionately denied their re- 
quefls, faying, " he would not doubt that 
" that God, who in fo many weaknefles 
" had alTifled him with an unexpeSed 
" flrength, would now withdraw it in his 
" laft employment ; profefling an holy 
" ambition to perform that facred work." 
And when, to the amazement of fome be- 
holders, he appeared in the pulpit, many 
of them thought he prefented himfelf not 
to preach mortification by a living voice, 
but mortality by a decayed body, and a 
dying face. And doubtlefs many did fe- 
cretly alk that quefiion inEzekiel (chap. 
ixxvii. 3.) " Do thefe bones live i or, 
can that foul organize that tongue, to 
fpeak fo long time as the fand in that 
glafs will move towards its centre, 
and meafure out an hour of this dying 
man's unfpentlife? Doubtlefs it cannoL" 
And yet, after fome faint paufes in his 
zealous prayer, his (Irong deiires enabled 
his 
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his weak body to difcharge his memory 
of his preconceived meditations, which 
were of dying ; the text being, ^^ To God 
^^ the Lord belong the iflues from death." 
Many that then faw his tears, and heard 
his faint and hollow voice, profeffing they 
thought the text prophetically chofen, and 
that Dr. Donne bad preached his own fu- 
neral fermon. 

Being full of joy that God had enabled 
him to perform this defired duty, he haft- 
ened to his houfe; out of which he never 
moved, till, like St. Stephen, " he was 
*^ carried by devout men to his grave." 

The next day after his fermon, his 
ftrength being much wafted, and his fpi- 
rits fo fpent as indifpofed him to bufinefs 
or to talk, a friend, that had often been a 
witnefs of his free and facetious difcourfe, 
afked him, " Why are you fad ?" To 
whom he replied, with a countenance fo 
full of cheerful gravity, as gave teftimony 
of an inward tranquillity of mind, and of 
a foul willing to take a farewell of this 
world; and faid, 

" I am not fad ; but moft of the night 

^^paft 
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" paft I have entertained myfelf with ma- 
*' ny thoughts of leveral friends, that have 
" left me liere, and are gone to that place 
"from which they Jball not return; and 
" that within a few days / alj'o Jball go 
" bmce, and be no mare feen. And my 
*' preparation for this change is become 
" my nightly meditation upon my bed, 
" which my infirmities have now made 
" reftlefs to me. But at this prefent time 
" I was in a ferious contemplation of the 
" providence and goodnefs of God to me ; 
" to me, "wbo am lefs than the leaft of bis 
" mercies ; and looking back upon my 
" life paft, I now plainly fee it was his 
" hand that prevented me from all tem- 
" poral employment ; and that it was his 
" will I fhould never fettle nor thrive till 
" I entered into the miniflry ; in which I 
'• have now lived almoft twenty years (I 
" hope to his glory), and by which, I 
" moft humbly thank him, 1 have been 
" enabled to requite moft of thofe friends 
" which (hewed me kindnefs when my 
" fortune was very low, as God knows 
" it was ; and [as it hath occafioned the 
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^^ expreffion of my gratitude) I thank God 
^^ moft of them have flood in need of my 
^^ requital. I have liv^d to be ufeful and 

comfortable to my good father-in-law, 
^ Sir George Moore, whofe patience God 

hath been pleafed to exercife with many 
^^ temporal crofles; I have maintained my 
^^ own mother, whom it hath pleafed God, 
^^ after a plentiful fortune in her younger 
^^ days, to bring to a great decay in her very 
" old age. I have quieted the confciences 
*^ of many, that have groaned under the 
^^ burthen of a wounded fpirit, whofe 
*^ prayers I hope are available for me. I 
*^ cannot plead innocency of life, efpe- 
^^ cially of my youth ; but I am to be 
^'judged by a merciful God, who is not 
^^ willing to fee what I have done amijs, 
'^ And though of myfelf I have nothing 
^^ to prefent to him but fins and mifery, 
^' yet I know he looks not upon me now 
*' as I am of myfelf, but as I am in my 
^^ Saviour, and hath given me even at this 
^^ prefent time fome teflimonies by his 
^^ Holy Spirit, that I am of the number of 

VOL. I. H ^* his 
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" his eleft : / am therefore full of inex- 
" p'''^i^e joy, andfball die in peace." 

I muft here look fo far back, as to tell 
the reader, that at his firft return out of 
Ellex, to preach his lad fermon, his old 
friend and phyfician, Dr. Fox (a man of 
great worth) came to him to confult his 
health; and that after a light of him, and 
fome queries concerning his diftempers, 
he told him, " That by cordials, and drink- 
" ing milk twenty days together, there 
" was a probability of his reftoration to 
" healtli ;" but be paffionately, denied to 
drink it, Neverthelefs, Dr. Fox, who 
loved him moft entirely, wearied him 
with foHcitations, till he yielded to take 
it for ten days ; at the end of which time ' 
he told Dr. Fox, " He had drunk it more 
" to fatisfy bim, than to recover his 
" health ; and that be would not drink it 
" ten days longer, upon the heft moral 
" aflUrance of having twenty years added 
"to bis life; for he loved it not; and 
" was fo far from fearing death, which 
" to others is the King of Terrors, that 
"he 
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^^ he longed for the day of his diflblu- > 
'' tion." 

It is obferved, that a defire of glory or 
commendation is rooted in the very nature 
of man ; and that thofe of the fevereft and 
moft mortified lives, though they may be- 
come fo humble as to banifli felf-flattery, 
and fuch weeds as naturally grow there; 
yet they have not been able to kill this 
defire of glory, but that, like our radical 
heat, it will both live and die with us ; and 
many think it fliould do fo; and we want 
not facred examples to juftify the defire 
of having our memory to outlive our lives : 
which I mention, becaufe Dr. Donne, by 
the perfuafion of Dr. Fox, eafily yielded 
at this very time to have a monument 
made for him; but Dr. Fox undertook 
not to perfuade him how, or what monu- 
ment it fliould be ; that was left to Dr. 
Donne himfelf. 

A monument being refolved upon. Dr. 
Donne fent for a carver to make for him 
in wood the figure of an urn, giving him 
direftions for the compafs and height of 
it; and to bring with it aboard, of the 

H % juft 
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juft height of his body. Thefe being got, 
then without delay a choice painter was 
got to be in readinefs to draw his picture, 
which was taken as folio weth. Seve- 
ral charcoal fires being firft made in his 
large ftudy, he brought with him into 
that place his winding-iheet in his hand, 
and having put off all his clothes, had this 
flieet put on him, and fo tied with knots 
at his head and feet, and his hands fo 
placed as dead bodies are ufually fitted, to 
be fhrowded and put into their coffin, or 
grave. Upon this urn he thus flood, with 
his eyes fhut, and with fo much of the 
fheet turned afide as might (hew his lean, 
pale, and death -like face, which was pur- 
pofely turned toward the eaft, from whence 
he expefted the fecond coming of his and 
our Saviour Jefus. In this poiture he was 
drawn at his juft height ; and when the 
pifture was fully finiflied, he caufed it to 
be fet by his bed-fide, where it continued, 
and became his hourly objeft till his death^ 
and was then given to his deareft friend 
and executor Dr. Henry King, then chief 
Refidentiary of St. PauFs, who caufed him 

* to 
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to be thus carved in one entire piece of 
white marble, as it now (lands in that 
church ; and by Dr. Donne's own ap- 
pointment, thefe words were to be affixed 
to it as his epitaph : 

JOHANNES DONNE, 

SAC. THEOL. PROFESS. 

POST VARIA STUDIA QUIBUS AB ANNJg 

TENERRIMIS FIDELITER, NEC INFELICItER 

INCUBUIT ; 
INSTINCTU ET IMPULSU SP. SANCTI, MONITU 

ET HORTATU 

REGIS JACOBI, ORDINES SACROS AMPLEXUS 

ANNO SUI JESU MDCXIV. ET SU^ iETATIS XLII. 

DECANATU HUJUS ECCLESIiE INDUTUS 

XXVIl. NOVEMBRIS, MDCXXI. 

EXUTUS MORTE ULTIMO DIE MARTII MDCXXXI. 

HIC LICET IN OCCIDUO CINERE ASPICIT EUM 

CUJUS NOMEN EST ORIENS. 

And now, having brought him through 
the many labyrinths and perplexities of a 
various life, even to the gates of death 
and the grave, my defire is, he may reft, 
till I have told my reader that I have feen 
many pictures of him, in feveral habits, 
and at feveral ages, and in feveral pof- 
tures ; and 1 now mention this, becaufe I 

n 3 have 



have feen one pifture of him, drawn by a 
curious hand, at his age of eighteen, with 
his fword and what other adornments 
might then fuit with the prefent fafhions 
of youth, and the giddy gaieties of that 
age ; and his motto then was 

" How much (hall I be chang'd, 
" Before I am chang'd '." 

And if that young, and his now dying 
piflure were at this time fet together, 
every beholder might fay, " Lord ! how 
" much is Dr. Donne already changed, 
" before he is changed!" And the view 
of them might give my reader occaiion to 
a(k himfelf with fome amazement, " Lord ! 
" how much may I alfo, that am now in 
" health, be changed before I am chang- 
"ed; before this vile, this changeable 
■ ** body fliall put oft' mortality!" and there- 
fore to prepare for it. But this is not 

writ fo much for my reader's memento, as 
to tell him, that Dr. Donne would often in 
his private difcourfes, and often publicly 
in his fermons, mention the many changes 
both of his body and mind ; efpecially of 
his 
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his mind, from a vertiginous giddinefs ; 
and would as often fay, '^ His great and 
moft blefled change was from a tem- 
poral to a fpiritual employment ;" in 
which he was fo happy, that he accounted 
the former part of his life to be loft ; and 
the beginning of it to be, from his firft 
entering into facred orders, and ferving 
his moft merciful God at his altar. 

Upon Monday after the drawing this 
pifture, he took his laft leave of his be- 
loved ftudy; and, being fenfible of his 
hourly decay, retired himfelf to his bed- 
chamber, and that week fent at feveral 
times for many of his moft confiderable 
friends, with whom he took a folemn and 
deliberate farewell, commending to their 
confiderations fome lentences ufeful for 
the regulation of their lives; and then 
difmifl'ed them, as good Jacob did his fons, 
with a fpiritual benediftion. The Sunday 
following, he appointed his fervants, that 
if there were any bufinefs yet undone, that 
concerned him or themfelves, it fliould be 
prepared again ft Saturday next ; for after 
that day he would not mix his thoughts 

H 4 with 
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with any thing that concerned this world ; 
nor ever did } but, as Job, fo he " waited 
'^ for the appointed day of his diffolu- 
" tion." 

And now he was fo happy as to have 
nothing to do but to die ; to do which, 
he ftood in need of no longer time ; for he 
had ftudied it long, and to fo happy a per- 
fe<Slion, that in a former ficknefs he called 
God to witnefs (in his Book of Devotions 
written then) " He was that minute ready 
" to deliver his foul into his hands, if that 
" minute God would determine his diflb- 
^^ lution." In that ficknefs he begged 
of God the conftancy to be preferved in 
that eftate for ever^ and his patient exped- 
ation to have his immortal foul difrobed 
from her garment of mortality, makes 
me confident that he now had a mo- 
deft aiTurance that his prayers were then 
heard, and his petition granted. He lay 
fifteen days earneftly expefting his hourly 
change ; and in the laft hour of his laft 
day, as his body melted away, and va- 
poured into fpirit, his foul having, I verily 
believe, fome revelation of the beatifical 

vifion. 
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vifion, he faid, ^^ I Were miferable if I 
*^ might not die ;" and after thofe words, 
clofed many periods of his faint breath 
by faying often, " Thy kingdom come, 
*' thy will be don^.'* His fpeech, which 
had long been his ready and faithful fer- 
vant, left him not till the laft minute of 
his life, and then forfook him, not to ferve 
another mafter (for who fpeaks like him), 
but died before him ; for that it was then 
become ufelefs to him, that now coh- 
verfed with God on earth, as angels are 
faid to do in heaven, only by thoughts and 
looks. Being fppechlefs, and feeing hea- 
ven by that illumination by which he faw 
it, he did, as St. Stephen, ^^ look ftead- 
" faftly into it, till he faw the Son of 
*^ Man ftanding at the right hand of God 
"his Father;" and, being fatisfied with 
this bleiTed fight, as his foul afcended, 
and his laft breath departed from him, he 
clofed his own eyes, and then difpofed his 
hands and body into fuch a pofture, as 
required not the leaft alteration by thofe 
that came to fliroud him. 

Thus variable, thus virtuous was the 

life; 
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life ; thus excellent, thus exemplary was 
the death of this memorable man. 

He was buried in that place of St. 
Paul's Church which he had appointed 
for that ufe fome years before his death, 
and by which he pafled daily to pay his 
public devotions to Almighty God (who 
was then ferved twice a day by a public 
form of prayer and praifes in that place) : 
but he was not buried privately, though 
he defired it ; for, befide an unnumbered 
number of others, many perfons of nobi- 
lity, and of eminency for learning, who 
did love and honour him in his Ufe, did 
(hew it at his death, by a voluntary and 
fad attendance of his body to the grave, 
where nothing was fo remarkable as a 
public forrow. 

To which place of his burial fome 
mournful friend repaired ; and, as Alex- 
ander the Great did to the grave of the 
famous Achilles, fo they ftrewed his with 
an abundance of curious and coftly flow- 
ers ; which courfe they (who were never 
yet known) continued morning and even- 
ing for many days, not ceafing, till the 

ftones. 
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ftones, that were taken up in that church, 
to give his body admiffion into the cold 
earth (now his bed of reft), were again by 
the mafon's art fo levelled and firmed as 
they had been formerly, and his place of 
burial undiftinguiftiable to common view. 
The next day after his burial, fome 
unknown friend, fome one of the many 
lovers and admirers of his virtue and learn- 
ing, writ this epitaph with a coal on th« 
wall over his grave : 

** Reader ! I am to let thee know, 

" Donne's body only lies below ; 

** For, could the grave his foul comprife, 

** Earth would be richer than the ikies." 

Nor was this all the honour done to his 
reverend afties ; for as there be fome per- 
fons that will not receive a reward for 
that for which God accounts himfelf a 
debtor ; perfons that dare truft God with 
their charity, and without a witnefs ; fo 
there was by fome grateful unknown 
friend, that thought Dr. Donne's memory 
ought to be perpetuated, an hundred marks 
fent to his two faithful friends and exe- 
cutors 
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cutors (Dr. King and Dr. Montfort), to- 
wards the making of his monument. It 
was not for many years known by whom ; 
but, after the death of Dr. Fox, it was 
known that it was he that fent it; and 
he lived to fee as lively a reprefentation 
of his dead friend, as marble can exprefs; 
a ftatue indeed fo like Dr. Donne, that 
(as his friend Sir Henry Wotton hath ex- 
prefled himfelf) *Mt feems to breathe 
" faintly, and pofterity (hall look upon it 
*^ as a kind of artificial miracle." 

He was of ftature moderately tall ; of a 
ftraight and equally proportioned body, 
to which all his words and aftions gave 
an unexpreffible addition of comelinefs. 

The melancholy and pleafant humour 
wer6 in him fo contempered, that each 
gave advantage to the other, and made 
his company one of the delights of man- 
kind. 

His fancy was inimitably high, equalled 
only by his great wit; both being made 
ufeful by a commanding judgment. 

His 
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His afpeft was cheerful, and fuch as 
gave a filent teftimOny of a clear know- 
ing foul, and of a confcience at peace 
with itfelf. 

His melting eye fhewed that he had a 
foft heart, full of noble compaffion ; of too 
brave a foul to offer injuries, and too much 
a Chriftian not to pardon them in others. 

He did much contemplate (efpecially 
after he entered into his facred calling) 
the mercies of Almighty God, the im- 
mortality of the foul, and the joys of 
heaven ; and would often fay in a kind 
of facred eeftafy, " Bleffed be God that 
^^ he is God, only and divinely like him- 
" felf." 

He was by nature highly paffionate, 
but more apt to reluft at the excefles of it. 
A great lover of the offices of humanity, 
and of fo merciful a fpirit, that he never 
beheld' the miferies of mankind without 
pity and relief. 

He was eameft and unwearied in the 
fearch of knowledge, with which his vi- 
gorous foul is now fatisfied, and employed 
in a continual praife of that God that firft 

breathed 
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breathed it into his a£tive body; that 
body, which once was a temple of the 
Holy Ghoft, and is now become a Imall 
quantity of Chriftian dull: — But I (hall 
fee it reanimated. 

Fet, IS, 1639. J. W. 
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AN EPITAPH 

WRITTEN BY 

DOCTOR CORBET, LATE BISHOP OF OXFORD, 
_ON HIS FRIEND, DOCTOR DONNE. 

XjLe that would write an epitaph for thee. 
And write it well, mull firft begin to be 
Such as thou wert ; for none can truly know 
Thy life and worth, but he that hath liv'd fo. 
He muft have wit to fpare, and to hurl down. 
Enough to keep the gallants of the town. 
He muft have learning plenty ; both the laws, 
Civil and common, to judge any caufe. 
Divinity great ftore above the reft, 
Not of the laft edition, but the beft. 
He muft have language, travel, all the arts. 
Judgment to ufe, or elfe he wants thy parts. 
He muft have friends the higheft, able to do. 
Such as Maecenas and Auguftus too. 
He muft have fuch a ficknefs, fuch a death. 
Or elfe his vain defcriptions come beneath. 
He that would write an epitaph for thee. 
Should firft be dead ; let it alone for me; 



TO 
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TO THE MEMORY OF 
MY EVER DESIRED DOCTOR DONNE. 

AN ELEGY, 

BY H. KING, LATE BISHOP OF CHICHESTER. 

JL O have liv'd eminent in a degree 
Beyond our loftiefl thoughts, that is like thee j 
Or t* have had too much merit is not fafe, 
For fuch excelTes find no epitaph. 

At common graves we have poetic eyes. 
Can melt themfelves in eafy elegies ; 
Each quill can drop his tributary verfe, 
And pin it, like the hatchments, to the hearfe : 
But at thine, poem or infcription 
(Rich foul of wit and language) we have none. 
Indeed » filence does that tomb befit, 
Where is no herald left to blazon it. 
"Widow'd Invention juflly doth forbear 
To come abroad, knowing thou art not there : 
Late her great patron, whofe prerogative 
Maintained and cloth'd her fo, as none alive 
Muft now prefume to keep her at thy rate, 
Tho' he the Indies for her dower eftate. 
Or elfe that awful fire which once did burn 
In thy clear brain, now fallen into thy urn, 
Lives there to fright rude empirics from thence. 
Which might profane thee by their ignorance. 

Whoever 
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'Whoever writes of thee, and in a ftyle 
Unworthy fuch a theme, does but revile 
Thy precious duft, and wakes a learned fpirit. 
Which may revenge his rapes upon thy merit : 
For all a low-pitch'd fancy can devife 
Will prove at beft but hallow'd injuries. 

Thou like the dying fwan didft lately iing 
Thy mournful dirge in audience of the King ; 
When pale looks and faint accents of thy breath 
Prefented fo to life that piece of death. 
That it was fear*d and prophefy'd by all 
Thou thither cam'ft to preach thy funeral. 
Oh, hadft thou in an elegiac knell 
Rung out unto the world thine own forewell. 
And in thy high victorious numbers beat 
The folemn meafures of thy grievM retreat. 
Thou might'ft the poet's fervice now have mifty 
As well as then thou didft prevent the prieft ; 
And never to the world beholden be. 
So much as for an epitaph for thee. 

I do not like. the office ; nor is 't fit 
Thou, who didft lend our age fuch fums of wit, 
Should*ft now reborrow from her bankrupt mine 
That ore to bury thee which firft was thine : 
Rather ftiU leave us in thy debt, and know. 
Exalted foul, more glory 'tis to owe 
Thy memory what we can never pay. 
Than with embafed coin thofe rites defray. 

Commit we then thee to thyfelf, nor blame 
Our drooping loves, that thus to thine own fame 
¥01.. I. X Leav« 
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Leave thee executor, fince but thine own 
No pen could do thee juftice, nor bays crown 
Thy vaft deferts ; fave that we nothing can 
Depute to be thy alhes' guardian. 

So Jewellers no art or metal truft 
To form the diamond, but the diamond's duft. 



H. K. 



AN ELEGY ON DOCTOR DONNE. 

Our Donne is dead ! and we may fighing fay. 
We had that man, where language chofe to ftay. 
And (hew her utmoft power. I would not praife 
That, and his great wit, which in our vain days 
Make others proud, but as thefe ferv*d to unlock 
That cabinet his mind, where fuch a flock 
Of knowledge was repos'd, that I lament 
Our juft and general caufe of difcontent. 

And I rejoice I am not fo fevere. 
But as I write a line, to weep a tear 
For his deceafe ; fuch fad extremities 
Can make fuch men as I write elegies. 

And wonder not ; for when fo great a lofs 
Falls on a nation, and they (light the crofs, 
God hath rais'd prophets to awaken them 
From their dull lethargy \ witneCs my pen» 



Not 
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Not us'd to upbraid the world, though now it muft 
Freely and boldly, for the caufe is iuft. 

Dull age ! oh, I would fpare thee, but thou 'rt worfc : 
Thou art not only dull, but haft a curfe 
Of black ingratitude ; if not, couldft thou 
Part with this matchlefs man, and make no vow 
For thee and thine fucceffively to pay 
Some fad remembrance to his dying day ? 

Did his youth fcatter poetry, wherein 
Lay love's philofophy ? was every fin 
Pi^r'd in his (harp fatires, made fo foul. 
That fome have fear'd fin's (hapes, and kept their foul 
Safer by reading verfe ? Did he give days, 
Paft marble monuments, to thofe whofe praife 
He would perpetuate ? Did he (I fear 
Envy will doubt) thefe at his twentieth year ? 

But, more matur'd, did his rich foul conceivei , 

And in harmonious holy numbers weave 
A crown of facred fonnets^, fit t'adorn 
A dying martyr's brow, or to be worn 
On that bleft head of Mary Magdalen, 
After fhe wip*d Chrift's feet, but not till then ? 
Did he (fit for fuch penitents as fhe 
And he td ufe) leave us a Letanie, 
Which all devout men love, and doubtlefs fhall> 
As times grow better, grow more clafiical ? 
Did he write hymns, for piety and wit. 
Equal to thofe great grave Prudentius writ ? 

a La Corona. 
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Spake he all languages ? Knew he all laws * 
The grounds and ufe of phyfic ; but, bccaufc 
"Twas mercenary, wav'd it ? went to fee 
That happy place of Chrift's nativity ? 
Did he return and preach him ? preach him fo. 
As fince St. Paul none ever did ? they know — 
Thofe happy fouls that heard him know this truth. 
Did he confirm thy ag*d ? convert thy youth ? 
Did he thefe wonders ? and is his dear lofs 
Mourn'd by fo few ? few for fo great a crofs. 

But fure the (ilent are ambitious all 
To be clofe mourners at his funeral. 
If not ; in common pity they forbear 
By repetitions to renew our care : 
Or knowing grief conceiv'd and hid, confumes 
Man's life infenfibly (as poifon's fumes 
Corrupt the brain), take (ilence for the way 
T' enlarge the foul from thefe walls, mud and clay, 
(Materials of this body) to remain 
With him in heaven, where no promifcuous pain 
LeiTens thofe joys we have ; for with him all 
Are fatisfy'd with joys ef!ential. 

Dwell on thefe joys, my thoughts ! Oh, do not call 

Grief back, by thinking on his funeral. 

Forget he lov'd me : wafte not my fwift years. 

Which hafte to David's feventy, fill'd with fears 

And forrows for his death : forget his parts. 

They find a living grave in good men's hearts : 

And, for my firft is daily paid for iin. 

Forget to pay my fecond figh for him : 

Forget his powerful preaching ; and forget 

1 am his convert. Oh my frailty ! let 

Mr 
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My flefli be no more heard ; it will obtrude 

This lethargy : fo (hould my gratitude. 

My TOWS of gratitude (hould fo be broke, 

Which can no more be, than his virtues, fpoke 

By any but himfelf : for which caufe, I 

Write no encomiums, but this elegy ; 

Which, as a free-will offering, I here give 

Fame and the world ; and, parting with it, grieve 

I want abilities fit to fet forth 

A monument as matchleis as his worth. 

jiprllT, 1 63 1. IZ. WA. 
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IR HENRY WOTTON (whofe life I 
now intend to write) was born in the year 
of our Redemption 1568, in Bofton-Hall 
(commonly called Bofton, or Bougton- 
Place, or Palace) in the parifh of Bofton 
Malherbe, in the fruitful country of Kent : 
Bo6lon-Hall being an ancient and goodly 
ftrufture, beautifying and being beauti- 
fied by the parifli -church of Bofton Mal- 
herbe adjoining unto it, and both feated 
within a fair park of the Wottons, on the 
brow of fuch a hill, as gives the advantage 
of a large profpeA, and of equal pleafure 
to all beholders. 

But this houfe and church are not re- 
markable for any thing fo much, as for 

that 
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that the memorable family of the Wottons 
have fo long inhabited the one, and now 
lie buried in the other, as appears by 
their many monuments in that church; 
the Wottons being a family that hath 
brought forth divers perfons eminent for 
wifdom and valour; whofe heroic a6ls, 
and noble employments, both in England 
and in foreign parts, have adorned them- 
felves and this nation ; which they have 
ferved abroad faithfully, in the difcharge 
of their great truft, and prudently in their 
negociations with feveral princes ; and 
alfo ferved at home with much honour 
and juftice, in their wife managing a great 
part of the public affairs thereof, in the 
various times both of war and peace. 

But left I (hould be thought by any, 
that may incline either to deny or doubt 
this truth, not to have obferved modera- 
tion in the commendation of this family ; 
and alfo for that I believe the merits and 
memory of fuch perfons ought to be 
thankfully recorded, I (hall offer to the 
confideration of every reader, out of the 
teftimony of their pedigree and our chro- 

nicles^ 
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nicies, a part (and but a part) of that 
juft commendation which might be from 
thence enlarged, and (hall then leave the 
indifferent reader to judge whether my 
error be an excefs or defeft of commenda- 
tions. 

Sir Robert Wotton of Bofton Malherbe, 
Knight, was born about the year of Chrift 
1460 : he, living in the reign of King 
Edward IV. was by him trufted to be 
Lieutenant of Guifnes, to be Knight 
Porter, and Comptroller of Calais, where 
he died, and lies honourably buried. 

Sir Edward Wotton of Bofton Mal- 
herbe, Knight, (fon and heir of the faid 
Sir Robert) was born in the year of Chrift 
1489, in the reign of King Henry VII. ; 
he was made Treafurer of Calais, and of 
the Privy Council to King Henry VIII. 
who offered him to be Lord Chancellor of 
England; '' But,'' faith Hollinfhed, in his 
Chronicle, " out of a virtuous modcfty, 
^' he refufed it." 

Thomas Wotton of Bo6lon Malherbe, 
Efquire, fon and heir of the faid Sir Ed- 
ward, and the father of our Sir Henry, 

that 
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that occaiions this relation, was bom in 
the year of Chrift 1521. He was a gen- 
tleman excellently educated, and fludious 
in all the liberal arts ; in the knowledge 
whereof he attained uiito a great perfec- 
tion ; who, though he had (befides thofe 
abilities, a very noble and plentiful eftate^ 
and the ancient intereft of his predecef- 
fors) many invitations from Queen Eliza- 
beth to change his country recreations 
and retirement for a court, offering him a 
knighthood (flie was then with him at his 
Bofton-Hall), and that to be but as an 
eameft of fome more honourable and more 
profitable employment under her ; yet he 
humbly refufed both, being a man of great 
modefty, of a moft plain and fingle heart, 
of an ancient freedom, and integrity of 
mind* A commendation which Sir Henry 
Wotton took occafion often to remember 
with great gladnefs, and thankfully to 
boaft himfelf the foo of fuch a father; 
from whom indeed he derived that noble 
ingenuity that was always praftifed by 
himfelf, and which he ever both com- 
Xnended and cherifhed in others. This 

Thomas 
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Thomas was alfo remarkable for hofpi- 
tality, a great lover and much beloved of 
his country; to which may juftly be ad- 
ded, that he was a cherifher of learning, 
as appears by that excellent antiquary 
Mr. William Lambert, in his Perambula- 
tion of Kent. 

This Thomas had four fons, Sir Ed- 
ward, Sir James, Sir John, and Sir Henry. 

Sir Edward was knighted by Queen 
Elizabeth, and made Comptroller of her 
Majefty's Houfehold. " He was," faith 
Camden, " a man remarkable for many 
** and great employments in the ftate, 
** during her reign, and fent feveral times 
** ambaflador into foreign nations. After 
*' her death, he was by King James made 
** Comptroller of his Houfehold, and call- 
** ed to be of his Privy Council, and by 
** him advanced to be Lord Wotton, Ba- 
'^ ron of Merley in Kent, and made Lord 
** Lieutenant of that county." 

Sir James, the fecond fon, may be 
numbered among the martial men of his 
age, who was, in the thirty-eighth of 
Queen Elizabeth's reign (with Robert 

Earl 
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Earl of Suffex, Count Lodowtck of Naf- ■ 
fau, Don Chriftophoro, fon of Antonio 
King of Portugal, and divers other gen- 
tlemen of noblenefs and valour) knighted 
in the field near Cadiz in Spiun, after they 
had gotten great honour and riches, be- 
fides a notable retaliation of injuries, by 
taking that town. 

Sir John, being a gentleman excellently 
accomplifhcd, both by learning and tra- 
vel, was knighted by Queen Elizabeth, 
and by her looked upon with more than 
ordinary favour, and with intentions of 
preferment; but death in his youngeF 
years put a period to his growing hopes. 

Of Sir Henry my following difcourfe 
{hall ^vc an account. 

The defcent of thefe fore-named Wot- 
tons were all in a dire£l line, and molt 
of them and their adions in the memory 
of thofe with whom we have converfed : 
but if I had looked fo far back as to Sir 
Nicholas Wotton, (who lived in the reign 
of King Richard II.) or before him, upon 
divers others of great note in their feveral 
ages, I might by fome be thought tedious; ' 
and 
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and yet others may more juftly think me 
negligent, if I omit to mention Nicholas 
Wotton, the fourth fon of Sir Robert, 
whom I firft named. 

This Nicholas Wotton was DoSior of 
Xaw, and fometime Dean both of York 
and Canterbury ; a man whom God did 
not only blefs with a long life, but with 
great abilities of mind, and an inclination 
to employ them in the fervice of his 
country, as is teftified by his feveral 
employments {vide Camden* s Britannia) ; 
having been fent nine times Ambaflador 
unto foreign princes ; and by his being a 
Privy Counfellor to King Henry VIII. to 
Edward VI. to Queen Mary, and Queen 
Elizabeth ; who alfo, after he had been, 
during the wars between England, Scot- 
land, and France, three feveral times (and 
not unfuccefsfuUy) employed in commit- 
tees for fettling of peace betwixt this and 
thofe kingdoms, ^^ died," faith learned 
Camden, " full of commendations for 
" wifdom and piety.'' He was aJfo by 
the will of King Henry VIII. made one 
of his executors, and chief Secretary of 

State 
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State to his fon, that pious prince^ Ed- 
ward VI. Concerning which Nicholas 

Wotton I (hall fay but this little more ; 
that he refilled (being offered it by Queen 
Elizabeth) to be Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury — {vide Hollin/hed) ; and that he died 
not rich, though he lived in that time of 
the diflblution of abbeys. 

More might be added ; but by this it 
may appear, that Sir Henry Wotton was a 
branch of fuch a kindred, as left a ftock of 
reputation to their pofterity ; fuch reputa- 
tion as might kindle a generous emula- 
tion in ftrangers, and preferve a noble 
ambition in thofe of his name and family, 
to perform actions worthy of their ancef- 
tors. 

And that Sir Henry Wotton did fo, 
might appear more perfeAly than my pen 
can exprefs it, if of his many furviving 
friends, fome one of higher parts and em- 
ployments had been pleafed to have com- 
mended his to pofterity : but fince fome 
years are now paft, and they have all (I 
know not why) forborne to do it, my gra- 
titude to the memory of my dead friend, 

and 
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And the renewed requeft of fome* that 
ftill live folicitous to fee this duty per^ 
formed ; thefe have had a power to per- 
fuade me to undertake it; which truly 
I have not done but with fome diftruft of 
mine own abilities ; and yet fo far from 
defpair^ that I am modeftly confident my 
humble language fhall be accepted, be- 
caufe I fhall prefent all readers with a 
comniixture of truth, and Sir Henry Wot- 
ton's merits. 

This being premifed, I proceed to tell 
the reader, that the father of Sir Henry 
Wotton was twice married; firft to Elizar 
beth, the daughter of Sir John Rudftone, 
Knight; after whofe death, though his 
inclination was averfe to all contentions, 
yet neceffitated he was to feveral fuits in 
law ; in the profecution whereof (which 
took up much of his time, and were the 
occafion of many difcontents,) he was by 
divers of his friends earneftly perfuaded to 
a re-marriage ; to whom he as often an- 

* Sir Edward Bifh, Clarencieux King of Arms^ Mr. 
Charles Cotton, and Mr. Nick Oudert, fometime Sir 
Henry Wotton's fervant« • 

VOL. !• K fwered. 
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fwered, ** That if ever he did put on a 
*^ refolution to many, he was ferioufly 

refolved to avoid three forts of perfons, 

namely^ 

^^ Thofe that had children ; 

*' Thofe that had law^fuits ; 

^^ And thofe that were of his kindr^d.^' 

And yet^ following his own law-fuitS, 
he met in Weftminfter-hall with Mrsw 
Elionora Morton, widow to Robert Mor- 
ton, of Kent, Efq. who was alfo engaged 
in feveral fuits in law : and he, obferving 
her comportment at the time of hearing 
one of her caufes before the judges, could 
not but at the fame time both compaffion- 
ate her condition, and affeft her perfon; 
for the tears of lovers, or beauty dreft 
in fadnefs, are obferved to have in them 
a charming eloquence, and to become 
very often too ftrong to be refifted : which 
I mention, becaufe it proved fo with this 
Thomas Wottonj for although there were 
in her a concurrence of all thofe accidents, 
againft which he had fo ferioufly refolved, 
yet his affeAion to her grew then fo ftrong, 

that 
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that he refolved to folicit her for a wife^ 
and did^ and obtained her. 

By her (who was the daughter of Sir 
William Finch, of Eaftwell in Kent) he 
had only Henry his youngeft fon. His 
mother undertook to be tutorefs unto him 
during much of his childhood; fbrwhofe 
care and pains he paid her each day with 
fuch vifible figns of future perfediion in 
learning, as turned her emplojnnent into 
a plealing trouble; which {he was content 
to continue, till his father took him into 
his own particular care, and difpofed q€ 
him to a tutor in his own houfe at Bodon* 

And when time and diligent inftrudion 
had made him fit for a removal to aa 
higher form (which was very early), he 
was fent to Wincheder-fchool, a place 
of ftridk difcipline and order, that fo he 
might in his youth be moulded into a 
method of living by rule, which his wife 
father knew to be the mod neceflary way 
to make the future part of his life both hap* 
py to himfelf, and ufeful for the difcharge 
of all bufinefs, whether public or private.. 

And that he might be confirm^ in this 

K a regu- 
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regularity, he was at a fit age removed 
from that fchool, to be a commoner 
of New-College in Oxford ; both being 
founded by William Wickham, Bifliop of 
Winchefter. 

There he continued till about the 
eighteenth year of his age, and was then 
tranfplanted into Queen's College ; where 
within that year he was by the chief of 
that college perfuafively enjoined to write 
a play for their private ufe ; (it was the 
Tragedy of Tancredo)— which was fo in- 
terwoven with fentences, and for the 
method and exa6l perfonating thofe hu- 
mours, paflions, and difpofitions, which 
he propofed to reprefent, fo performed, 
that the graved of that fociety declared^ 
be had in a Height employment given an 
early and a folid teftimony of his future 
abilities. And though there may be fome 
four difpofitions, which may think this 
not worth a memorial, yet that wife 
knight, Baptifta Guarini, (whom learned 
Italy accounts one of her ornaments) 
thought it neither an uncomely nor an 
unprofitable employment for his age. 

But 
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But I pafs to what will be thought more 
ferious. 

About the twentieth year of his age 
he proceeded Matter of Arts ; and at that 
time read in Latin three leftures de Oculo; 
wherein he having defcribed the form, 
the motion, the curious compofure of the 
eye, and demonArated how of thofe very 
many every humour and nerve performs 
its diftinft office, fo as the God of order 
hath appointed, without mixture or con- 
fufion ; and all this to the advantage of 
man, to whom the eye is given, not only 
as the body's guide, but whereas all other 
of his fenfes require time to inform the 
foul, this in an inftant apprehends and 
warns him of danger ; teaching him in 
the very eyes of others, to difcover wit, 
folly, love, and hatred. After he had 
made thefe obfervations, he fell to difpute 
this optique queftion, ^* Whether we fee by 
*^ the emiffion of the beams from within, 
^' or reception of the fpecies from with- 
" out?" And after that, and many o(her 
like learned difquUitions, he in the con- 
cluiion of his lectures took a fair occafion 

K3 to 
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to beautify liis difcourfe with a com- 
mendation of the blefling and benefit of 
" Seeing ; — by which we do not only dif- 
" cover Nature's fecrets, but with a con- 
" tinued content (for the eye is never 
" weary of feeing) behold the great light 
" of the world, and by it difcover the fa- 
" brie of the heavens, and both the order 
" and motion of the celeftial orbs; nay, 
" that if the eye look but downward, it 
" may rejoice to behold the bofom of the 
" earth, our common mother, enibroi- 
" dered and adorned with nuniberlefs and 
" various flowers, which man fees daily 
*' grow up to perfeftion, and then lilentiy 
" moralize his own condition, who in a 
" fliort time {like thofe very flowers) dc- 
" cays, withers, and quickly returns again 
" to that earth, from which both had their 
" firft being." 

Thefe were fo exaftly debated, and fo 
rhetorically heightened, as, among other 
admirers, caufed that learned Italian, Al- 
bericus Gentilis, then Profefforof the Civil 
Iaw in Oxford, to call him " Henrice mi 
" Ocdle;" which dear expreflion of his 
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was alfo ufed by divers of Sir Henry's 
deareft friends, and by many other per- 
fons of note during his ftay in the Uni- 
verfity. 

But bis flay there was not long, at 
leaft not fo long as his friends once in- 
tended ; for the year after Sir Henry pro- 
ceeded Mafter of Arts, his father (whom 
Sir Henry did never mention without this 
or fome like reverential expreffion ; as, 
*^ That good man my father," or *^ My 
** father, the heft of men ;") — about that 
time, this good man changed this for a 
better life ; leaving to Sir Henry, as to 
his other younger fons, a rent-charge of 
an hundred marks a year, to be paid for 
ever out of fome on© of bis manors, of a 
much greater value. 

And here, though this good man be 
dead, yet I wifti a circumftance or two 
that concern him may nqt be buried with- 
out a relation ; which I fhall undertake 
to do, for that I fupppfe they may fo much 
concern the reader to know, that I may 
promife myfelf a pardon for a fliort digref- 
iion. 

K4 IN 
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IN the year of our redemption 1553^ 
Nicholas Wotton, Dean of Canterbury, 
(whom I formerly mentioned) being then 
Ambaflador in France, dreamed that his 
nephew, this Thomas Wotton, was in- 
clined to be a party in fuch a proje£t, as, 
if he were not fuddenly prevented, would 
turn both to the lofs of his life, and ruin 
of his family. 

Doubtlefs the good Dean did well know 
that common dreams are but a fenfelefs 
paraphrafe on our waking thoughts, or of 
the bufinefs of the day pad, or are the 
refult of our over-engaged affeflions, 
when we betake ourfelves to reft; and 
knew that the obfervation of them may 
turn to filly fuperftitions, as they too often 
do. But though he might know all this, 
and might alfo believe that prophecies are 
ceafed; yet doubtlefs he could not but 
confider, that all dreams are not to be 
neglected or caft away without all confi- 
deration ; and did therefore rather lay this 
dream afide, than intend totally to lofe it; 
and dreaming the fame again the night fol- 
lowing, when it became a double dream, 

like 



tc 
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like that of Pharaoh, (of which double' 
dreams the learned have made many ob- 
fervations), and confidering that it had 
no dependence on his waking thoughts, 
much lefs on the defires of his heart, then 
he did more ferioufly confider it ; and re- 
membered that Almighty God was pleafed 
in a dream to reveal and to aflure Monica, 
the mother of St. Auftin, ^^ That he, her 
" fon, for whom (he wept fo bitterly, and 
prayed fo much, (hould at laft become a 
Chriftian */* This, I believe, the good 
Dean confidered ; and confidering alfo 
that Almighty God (though the caufea 
of dreams be often unknown) hath even 
in thefe latter times alfo, by a certain il- 
lumination of the foul in deep, difcovered 
many things that human wifdom could 
not forefee ; upon thefe confiderations he 
refolved to ufe fo prudent a remedy by 
way of prevention, as might introduce no 
great inconvenience either to himfelf or to 
his nephew. And to that end he wrote 
to the Queen (it was Queen Mary), and 
befought her, ** That (he would caufe his 

a St. Au(lin*s Confeffion. 

"ne- 
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*' nephew, Thomas Wotton, tobefentfor 
" out of Kent ; and that the Lords of her 
*' Council might-interrogate him in fome 
" fuch feigned queftions, as might give 
" a colour for his commitment into a fa- 
" vourable prifon ; declaring that he would 
" acquaint her Majefly with the true rea- 
" fon of his requeft, when he fhould next 
*' become fo happy as to fee and fpeak to 
" her Majefty." 

It was done as the Dean defired : and 
in prifon I muft leave Mr. Wotton, till I 
have told the reader what followed. 

At this time a marriage was concluded 
betwixt our Queen Maiy and Philip King 
of Spain ; and though this was concluded 
with the advice, if not by the perfualion, 
pf her Privy Council, as having many pro- 
babilities of advantage to this nation; yet 
divers perfons of a contrary perfualion did 
not only declare againfl it, but alfo rmfed 
forces to oppofe it ; believing (as they 
laid) it would be a means to bring Eng- 
land to be under a fubjection to Spain, 
and make thofe of this nation {laves to 
ftrangers. 

And 
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And of this number, Sir Thomas Wyat, 
of Boxley-Abbey in Kent, (betwixt whofe 
family and the family of the Wottons 
there had been an ancient and entire 
friendfliip,) was the principal aftor ; who 
having perfuaded many of the nobility and 
gentry (efpecially of Kent) to fide with 
him, and he being defeated, and taken 
prifoner, was legally arraigned and con- 
demned, and lofl his life : fo did the Duke 
of Suffolk and divers others, efpecially 
many of the gentry of Kent, who were 
there in feveral places executed as Wyat-s 
afliftants. 

And of this number, in all probability, 
had Mr. Wotton been, if he had not been 
confined ; for though he could not be ig- 
norant that " Another man's treafon makes 
^* it mine by concealing it," yet he durft 
confefs to his uncle, when he returned 
into England, and then came to vifit him 
in prifon, " That he had more than an 
** intimation of Wyat's intentions;" and 
thought he had not continued aftually 
innocent, if his uncle had not fo happily 
dreamed him into a prifon ; out of which 

place 
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place when he wa« delivered by the fame 
hand that caufed his commitment, they 
both confidered the dream more ferioufly, 
and then both joined in praifing God for 
it^ " That God, who ties himfelf to no 
" rules, either in preventing of evil, or in 
" fliewing of mercy to thofe, whom of 
^' good pleafure he hath chofen to love." 
And this dream was the more conlidera- 
ble, becaufe that God, who in the days of 
old did ufe to fpeak to his people in vilions, 
did feem to fpeak to many of this family 
in dreams ; of which I will alfo give the 
reader one fliort particular of this Thomas 
Wotlon, whofe dreams did ufually prove 
true, both in foretelling things to come> 
and difcovering things pal): ; and the par- 
ticular is this. — ^This Thomas, a little be- 
fore his death, dreamed that the Univerfity 
Treafury was robbed by townfmen and 
poor fcholars, and that the number waa 
five ; and being that day to write to his 
fon Henry at Oxford, he thought it worth 
fo much pains, as by a poftlcript in hts 
letter to make a flight enquiry of it. The 
letter (which was writ out of Kent, and 
dated 
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dated three days before) came to his fon't 
hands the very morning after the night in 
which the robbery was committed ; and 
when the City and Univerfity were both 
in a perplexed inquefi of the thieves^ then 
did Sir Henry Wotton Ihew his father's 
letter, and by it fuch light was given of 
this work of darknefs, that the five guilty 
perfons were prefently difcovered and ap- 
prehended, without putting the Univerfity 
to fo much trouble as the calling of a 
figure. 

And it may yet be more confiderable^ 
that this Nicholas and Thomas Wotton 
(hould both (being men of holy lives, of 
even tempers, and much given to failing 
and prayer) forefee and foretel the very 
days of their own death. Nicholas did 
fo, being then feventy years of age, and 
in perfe<5l health. Thomas did the like 
in the fixty-fifth year of his age; who 
being then in London (where he died)^ 
and forefeeing his death there, gave di- 
rection in what manner his body ihould 
be carried to Bo6lon ; and though he 
thought his uncle Nicholas worthy of 

that 
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that noble monument which he built for 
him in the Cathedral Church of Canter- 
bury; yet this humble man gave direc- 
tion concerning himfelf^ to be buried pri- 
vately, and efpecially without any pomp 
at his funeral. 

This is fome account of this family, 
which feemed to be beloved of God. 

BUT it may now feem more than time 
that I return to Sir Henry Wotton at Ox- 
ford ; where, after his optic lefture, he 
was taken into fuch a bofom friendftiip 
with the learned Albericus Gentilis,(whom 
I formerly named) that, if it had been pof- 
fible, Grentilis would have breathed all his 
excellent knowledge, both of the mathe- 
matics and law, into the bread of his dear 
Harry, for fo Gentilis ufed to call him : 
and though he was not able to do that, 
yet there was in Sir Henry fuch a pro- 
penfity and connatural nefs to the Italian 
language, and thofe ftudies whereof Gen- 
tilis was a great mafter, that his friend- 
ftiip between them did daily increafe, and 
proved daily advantageous to Sir Henry, 

for 
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for the improvement of him in feveral 
fciences during his ftay in the Univerfity* 

From which place, before 1 fhall invite 
the reader to follow him into a foreign 
nation^ though I muft omit to mention 
divers perfons that were then in Oxford, of 
memorable note for learning, and friends 
to Sir Henry Wotton ; yet I muft not 
omit the mention of a love that was thera 
begun betwixt him and Dr. Donne, fome- 
time Dean of St. Paul's; a man of whofe 
abilities I fhall forbear to fay any thing, 
becaufe he who is of this nation, and pre- 
tends to learning or ingenuity, and is ig- 
norant of Dr. Donne, deferves not to know 
him. The friendfhip of thefe two I muft 
not omit to mention, being fuch a friend- 
fhip as was generoufly elemented; and as 
it was begun in their youth, and in an Uni- 
verfity, and there maintained by corre- 
(pondent inclinations and ftudies, fo it laft- 
ed till age and death forced a feparation. 

In Oxford he flayed till about two years 
after his father's death ; at which time 
he was about the twenty-fecond year of 
his age: and having to his great wit 

added 
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added the ballaA of iearning, and know* 
ledge of the arts, he then laid afide his 
books, and betook himfelf to the ufefUl 
' library of travel, and a more general con- 
verfation with mankind; employing the 
remaining part of hia youth, his indulhy, 
and fortune, to adorn his mind, and to 
purchafe the rich treafure of foreign know- 
ledge : of which, both for the fecrets of 
nature, the difpofitions of many nations, 
their feveral laws and languages, he was 
the pofleSbr in a very large meafure ; as 
1 fliall faithfully make to aj^ar, before I 
take my pen from the following narradoo 
of his life. 

In his travels, which was almoin nine 
years before his return into England^ he 
flayed but one year in France, and moft of 
that in Geneva, where he became ac- 
quainted with Theodore Beza (then very 
aged) and with Ifaac Cafaubon, in whofe 
houfe, if 1 be rightly informed. Sir Henry 
Wotton was lodged, and there contracted 
a moft worthy friendfliip with that man 
of rare learning and ingenuity. 

Three of the remaining eight years 
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were fpent in Germany, the other five in 
Italy, (the ftage on which God appointed 
he ihould aft a great part of his life ;) 
-where both in Rome, Venice, and Flo- 
rence, he became acquainted with the 
moft eminent men for learning and all 
manner of arts ; as pifilure, fculpture, 
chymiftry, architefture, and other manual 
arts, even arts of inferior nature ; of all 
which he was a moft dear lover, and a 
moft excellent judge. 

He returned out of Italy into England 
about the thirtieth year of his age, being 
then noted by many both for his perfon 
and comportment ; for indeed he was of 
a choice fhape, tall of flature, and of a 
moft perfuafive behaviour ; which was fo 
mixed with fweet difcourfe and civilities, 
as gained him much love from all perfons 
with whom he entered Jnto an acquaint- 
ance. 

And whereas he was noted in his youth 
to have a fharp wit, and apt to jeft ; that, 
by time, travel, and converfation, was fo 
poliflied, and made fo ufeful, that his 
company feemed to be pne of the de- 

YOL. I. L lighu 
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lights of mankind ; infomiich as Robert 
Earl of Eflex (then one of the darlings of 
fortune, and in greateft fevour with Queen 
Elizabeth) invited him firft into a friend- 
Hiip, and, after a knowledge of his great 
abilities, to be one of his fecretaries ; the 
other being Mr. Henry Cuffe, fometime 
of Merton College in Oxford, {and there 
alfo the acquaintance of Sir Henry Wot- 
ton in his youth,) Mr. Cuffe being then 
a man of no common note in the Lfniver- 
fity for his learning; nor, after his re- 
moval from that place, for the great abi- 
lities of his mind, nor indeed for the fa- 
talnefs of his end. 

Sir Henry Wotton, being now taken 
into a ferviceable friendftiip with the Earl 
of Effex, did perfonally attend his coun- 
fels and employments in two voyages at 
fea againll the Spaniards, and alfo in that 
(which was the Earl's laft) into Ireland ; 
that voyage, wherein he then did fo much 
provolte the Queen to anger, and worfe 
at his return into England ; upon whofe 
immoveable favour the Earl bad built 
fuch faildy hopes, as encouraged him to 
thofe 
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thofe undertakings, which, with the help 
of a contrary faftion, fuddenly caufed his 
commitment to the Tower. 

Sir Henry Wotton obferving this, 
though he was not of that faftion (for the 
Earl's followers were alfo divided into their 
feveral interefts) which encouraged the 
Earl to thofe undertakings which proved 
fo fatal to him and divers of his confe- 
deration ; yet, knowing treafon to be fo 
comprehenfive, as to take in evencircum- 
ftances, and out of them to make fuch po- 
fitive conclufions, as fubtle ftatefmen (hall 
proje6i, either for their revenge or fafetyj 
confidering this, he thought prevention, 
by abfence out of England, a better fe- 
curity, than to ftay in it, and there plead 
his innocency in a prifon. Therefore did 
he, fo foon as the Earl was apprehend- 
ed, very quickly, and as privately^ ^glide 
through Kent to Dover, without fo much 
as looking toward his native and beloved 
BoiSlon ; and was, by the help of favour- 
able winds, and liberal payment of the 
mariners, within fixteen hours after his 
departure from London, fet upon the 

L 2, French 
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French fliore ; where he heard (hortly at 
ter, that the Earl was arraigned, con- 
demned, and beheaded ; and that his 
friend Mr. Cuffe was hanged, and divers 
other perfons of eminent quality exe- 
cuted. 

The times did not look fo favourably 
upon Sir Henry Wotton, as to invite hig 
. return into England ; having therefore 
procured of Sir Edward Wotton, his elder 
brother, an aflUrance that his annuity 
(hould be paid him in Italy, thither he 
went, happily renewing his intermitted 
fHendlhip and interel^, and indeed his 
great content in a new converfation with 
his old acquaintance in that nation, and 
more particularly in Florence, (which 
city is not more eminent for the Great 
Duke's court, than for the great recourfe 
of men of choicell note for learning and 
arts,) in which number he there met 
with his old friend Signior Vietta, a gen- 
tleman of Venice, and then taken to be 
iecretary to the Great Duke of Tufcany. 

After Ibme ftay in Florence, he went 

the fourth time to vilit Rome, where in 

the 
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the Englifti college he had very many 
friends; (their humanity made them real- 
ly fo, though they knew him to be a 
diflenter from many of their principles of 
religion;) and having enjoyed their com- 
pany^ and fatisfied himfelf concerning 
fome curiofities that did partly occafion 
his journey thither^ he returned back to 
Florence, where a moft notable accident 
befel him ; an accident that did not on- 
ly find new employment for his choice 
abilities, but did introduce him to a 
knowledge and an intereft with our King 
James, then King of Scotland ; which I 
fliall proceed to relate. 

But firft I am to tell the reader, that 
though Queen Elizabeth, or (he and her 
council, were never willing to declare her 
fucceflbr; yet James, then King of the 
Scots, was confidently believed by moft 
to be the man upon whom the fweet 
trouble of kingly government would be 
impofed ; and the Queen declining very 
faft, both by age and vifible infirmities, 
thofe that were of the Romifh perfuafion 
in point of religion, (even Rome itfelf, and 

L 3 . thofo 
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thofe of this nation,) knowing that the 
death of the Queen^ and the eftabltftiing 
of her fucceflbr, were taken to be critical 
days for deftroying or eltablifliing the 
Protel^ant religion in this nation, did 
therefore improve all opportunities for 
preventing a Proteftant prince to fucceed 
her. And as the Pope's excommunication 
of Queen Elizabeth had, both by the judg- 
ment and practice of the Jefuited Papift, 
expofed her to be wairantably deftroyedj 
fo, (if we may believe an angry adverfa- 
ry, a fecular Prieft " againft a Jefuit) you 
may believe, that about that time there 
were many endeavours, firft to excommu- 
nicate, and then to ihorten the life of 
King James. 

Immediately after Sir Henry Wotton'i 
return from Rome to Florence, (which 
was about a year before the death of 
Queen Elizabeth,) Ferdinand, the Great 
Duke of Florence, had intercepted certain 
letters, that difcovered a delign to take 
away the life of James, the then King of 

■ Wstron ID hii Quodlibeti. 
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Scots. The Duke abhorring the faft, and 
refolving to endeavour a prevention of it, 
advifed with his fecretary Vietta, by what 
means a caution might be beft given to 
that King ; and after confideration it was 
refolved to be done by Sir Henry Wot- 
ton, whom Vietta firft commended to the 
Duke, and the Duke had noted and ap- 
proved of above all the Englifli that fre- 
quented his court. 

Sir Henry was gladly called by his 
friend Vietta to the Duke, who, after 
much profeffion of truft and friendftiip, 
acquainted him with the fecret ; and be- 
ing well inftrufted, difpatched him into 
Scotland with letters to the King, and 
with thofe letters fuch Italian antidotes 
againft poifon, as the Scots till then had 
been ftrangers to. 

Having parted from the Duke, he took 
up the name and language of ^n Italian ; 
and thinking it beft to avoid the line of 
Englifh intelligence and danger, he port- 
ed into Norway, and through that coun- 
try towards Scotland, where he found the 
King at Stirling. Being there, he ufed 

L 4 means. 




15a THE LIFE OP 

means, by Bernard lAadieyt one of tbe 
King's bedchamber^ to procure faim a 
fpeedy and private conference with his 
Majefty ; a(ruring him, " That the buG- 
** nefs which he was to negociate was of 
" fueh confequence, as had caufed the 
" Great Duke of Tafcany to enjoin him 
" luddenly to leave his native country of 
" Italy, to impart it to his King." 

This being by Bernard LJndfey made 
known to the King, the King, after a lit- 
tle wonder (mixed with jealoufy) to hear 
of an Italian ambaiTador, or meflengerj 
required his name, (which was faid to be 
03avio Baldi,) and appointed him to be 
heard privately at a fixed hour that even- 
ing. 

When OAavio Baldi came to the pre- 
fence-chamber door, he was requeued to 
lay atide his long rapier (which Italian- 
like he then wore) ; and being entered 
the chamber, he found tliere with the 
King three or four Scotch lords {landing 
diflant in feveral corners of the chamber i 
at the fight of whom he made a Hand ; 
whicli the King obferving, " bade him he 
bold, 
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^^ bold^ and deliver his meffage ; for h© r^ 
*^ would undertake for the fecrecy of all 
** that were prefent." Then did Oftayio 
Baldi deliver his letters and his meflage 
to the King in Italian ; which when tha 
King had gracioufly receivedj after a lit- 
tle paufe, Oftavio Baldi fteps to the table^ 
and whifpers to the King in his own lan- 
guage, that he was an £ngli(hnian^ be- 
feeching him for a more private confer- 
ence with his Majefty, and that he might 
be concealed duritig his ftay in that na- 
tion; which was promifed and really per** 
formed by the King, during all his abode 
there, which was about three months; 
all which time was fpent with much 
pleafantnefs to the King, and with as 
much to Oftavio Baldi himfelf as that 
country could afford ; from which he de- 
parted as true an Italian as he came thi- 
ther. 

To the Duke at Florence he returned 
with a fair and grateful account of his 
employment; and within fome few months 
after his return, there came certain news 
to Florence^ that Queen Elizabeth was 

dead; 
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dead ; and James King of the Scots pro* 
claimed King of England. The Duke 
knowing travel and bufinefs to be the 
beft fchools of wifdom, and that Sir Hen- 
ry Wotton had been tutored in both, ad- 
vifed him to return prefently to England, 
and there joy the King with his new and 
better title, and wait there upon fortune 
for a better employment. 

When King James came into England, 
he found, amongft other of the late 
Queen's officers. Sir Edward, who was, 
after Lord Wotton, Comptroller of the 
Houfe, of whom he demanded, " If he 
*^ knew one Henry Wotton, that had fpent 
" much time in foreign travel ?" The 
Lord replied, he knew him well, and that 
he was his brother. Then the King, afking 
' where he then was, was anfwered, at Ve- 
nice, or Florence ; but l>y late letters 
from thence he underftood he would fud- 
denly be at Paris. *^ Send for him,'* faid 
the King; " and when he fliall come into 
*^ England, bid him repair privately to 
•^ me." The Lord Wotton, after a little 
wonder, a(ked the King, " If he knew 

"him?" 
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** him ?/* To which the King anfwered, 
*^ You muft reft unfatisficd of that till 
*' you bring the gentleman to me/* 

Not many months after this difcourfe, 
the Lord Wotton brought his brother to 
attend the King, who took him in his 
arms, and bade him welcome, by the 
n&me of OSlavio Baldly faying, ^^ he was 
" the moft honeft, and therefore the beft, 
'^ diffembler that ever he met with :*' 
and faid, ^' Seeing I know you neither 
'^ want learning, travel, nor experience, 
*' and that I have had fo real a teftimony 
*^ of your faithfulnefs and abilities to ma- 
nage an ambaflage, I have fent for you 
to declare my purpofe ; which is, td 
*^ make ufe of you in that kind here- 
*^ after." And indeed the King did fo 
moft of thofe two and twenty years of 
his reign ; but before he difmifled OSavio 
fialdi>from his prefent attendance upon 
him, he reftored him to his old name of 
Henry Wotton, by which he then knight* 
ed him. 

Not long after this, the King having 
refolved, according to his motto, {Beati 

paeu 
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pacifici) to haVe a friendfliip with his 
ndghbour- kingdom 8 of France and Spdn ; 
and alfo, for divers weighty reafons, to 
enter into an alliance with the ftate of 
Venice, and to that end to fend amba(!a- 
dors to thofe feveral places, did propofe 
the choice of thefe employments to Sir 
Henry Wotton ; who, confidering the 
fmallnefs of his own eftate, (which he ne- 
ver took care to augment,) and knowing 
the courts of great princes to be fump* 
tuous, and necetfarily expenlive, inclined 
moft to that of Venice, as being s place 
of more retirement, and heft fuiting with 
his genius, who did ever love to join with 
bufinefs, Itudy, and a trial of natural ex-* 
perinients; for both which, fruitful Italy, 
that darling of nature, and cheriflier of all 
arts, is fo juftly famed in all parts of the 
Chriftian world. 

Sir Henry having, after fome fliort time 
and confideration, refolved upon Venice, 
and a large allowance being appointed by 
the King for his voyage thither, and a 
fettled m^ntenance during his ftay there, 
he left England, nobly accompanied 
through 
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through France to Venice, by gentlemen 
of the beft families and breeding that this 
nation aBforded : they were too many to 
name ; but thefe two, for the following 
reafons, may not be omitted. SirAlbertus 
Morton, his nephew, who went his fe- 
cretary; and William Bedel, a maXi of 
choice learning, and fan&ified wifdom, 
who went his chaplain. And though his 
dear friend Dr. Donne (then a private 
gentleman) was not one of the number 
that did perfonally accompany him in this 
voyage, yet the reading of this follow- 
ing letter, fent by him to Sir Henry 
Wotton, the morning before he left Eng- 
land, may teflify he wanted not his 
friend's beft wifhes to attend him. 



SIR, 

After thofe reverend papers, whofe foul is 

Our good and great King's lov'd hand and fear'd name : 

By which to you be derives much of his. 

And how he may makes you almoA the (ame i 

A taper of his torch ; a copy writ 
From his original^ and a fait beam 

or 
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Of the fame warm and dazzling fun, though it 
Muft in another fphere his virtue flream : 

After thofe learned papers, which your hand 
Hath ftor'd with notes of ufe and pleafure too; 
From which rich treafury you may command 
Fit matter whether you will write or do : 

After thofe loving papers which friends fend 
With glad grief to your feaward-ileps farewell. 
And thicken on you now as prayers afcend 
To heaven on troops at a good man's paiiing-bell : 

Admit this honeil paper ; and allow 
It fuch an audience as yourfelf would aik ; 
"What you would fay at Venice this fays now. 
And has for nature what you have for talk. 

To fwear much love ; nor to be chang'd before 
Honour alone will to your fortune fit ; 
Nor (hall I then honour your fortune more, 
TTian 1 have done your honour-wanting wit. 

But 'tis an eafier load (though both opprefs) 
To want, than govern greatnefs ; for we are 
In that our own and only buHnefs ; 
In this we muft for others* vices care. 

*Tis therefore well your fpirits now are plac'd 

In their laft furnace, in a6tivity, 

"Which fits them ; fchools, and courts, and wars o*ef-paft 

To touch and tafte in any beft degree. 



For 
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For me ! (if there be fuch a thing as I) 
Fortune (if there be fuch a thing as (he) 
Finds that I bear fo well her tyranny. 
That fhe thinks nothing die fo fit for me. 

But though (he part us, to hear my oft prayers 
For your increafe, God is as near me here: 
And, to fend you what I (hall beg, his ftairs 
In length and eafe are alike every where. 

J. DONNE. 



Sir Henry Wotton was received by the 
ftate of Venice with much honour and 
gladnefs, both for that he delivered his 
ambaifage mod elegantly in the Italian 
language, and came alfo in fuch a junc- 
ture of time, as his mafter^s friendibip 
feemed ufeful for that republic. The time 
of his coming thither was about the year 
T604, Leonardo Donate being then Duke; 
a wife and refolved man, and to all pur- 
pofes fuch (Sir Henry Wotton would 
often fay it) as the ftate of Venice could 
not then have wanted; there having been 
formerly, in the time of Pope Clement 
the eighth, fome contefts about the privi- 
leges of churchmen^ and the power of 

the 
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the civil magiftrate ; of which, for tbe 
information of common readers, I ftiall 
fay a little, becaufe it may give light to 
fome palTages that follow. 

About the year 1603, the republic of 
Venice made feveral injunt^ions againft 
lay-perfons giving lands or goods to the 
church, without licence from the civil 
magiftrate; and in that inhibition they 
exprefled their reafbns to be, " For that 
" when any goods or land once came 
" into the hands of the ecclefiaftics, it 
" was not fubjedt to alienation ; by reafon 
*• whereof (tlie lay-people being at their 
*' death charitable even to excels), the 
'* clergy grew every day more numerous, 
" and pretended an exemption from all 
" public fervice and taxes, and from all 
" fccular judgment; fo that the burden 
** grew thereby too heavy to be borne by 
*' the laity." 

Another occafion of difference was, that 
about this time complaints were juftly 
made by the Venetians agaiiift two cler- 
gymen, the Abbot of Nervela, and a Ca- 
non of Vicenza, for committing fuch fins / 
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as I think not fit to name : nor are thefe 
mentioned with an intent to fix a fcandal 
upon any calling ; for holinefs is not tied 
to ecclefiaftical orders, and Italy is ob- 
ferved to breed the mod virtuous and 
moft vicious men of any nation. Thefe 
two having been long complained of at 
Rome in the name of the (late of Venice, 
and no fatisfaftion being given to the 
Venetians, they feized the perfons of this 
Abbot and Canon, and committed them 
to prifon. 

The juftice or injuftice of fuch or the 
like power, then uled by the Venetians, 
had formerly had fome calm debates be- 
twixt the former Pope Clement the eighth 
and that republic : I fay, calm, for he did 
not excommunicate them ; confidering, 
as I conceive, that in the late council of 
Trent it was at laft, Rafter many politic 
diftufbances and delays, and endeavours 
to preferve the Pope's prefent power,) in 
order to a general reformation of thofe 
many errors, which were in time crept 
into the church, declared by that council, 
" That though difcipline and efpecial ex- 
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" cuniinunication be one of the chief 6- 
" news of church -government, and ia- 
" tended to keep men in obedience to It; 
" for which end it was declared to be 
" very profitable : yet it was alfo de- 
" clared> and advifed to be ufed with 
** great fobriety and care, becaufe expe- 
" rience had informed them, that when it 
" was pronounced unadvifedly or raflily, 
" it became more contemned than fear- 
" ed." And, though this was the advice 
of that council at the conclution of it, 
which was not many years before this 
quarrel with the Venetians ; yet thia pru- 
dent, patient Pope Clement dying, Pope 
Paul the fifth, who fucceeded him, (though 
not immediately, yet in the lame year,) 
being a man of a much hotter temper, 
brought this difference with the Vene- 
tians to a much higher contention ; ob- 
je^ing thofe late a£ts of that iUte to be 
a diminution of his jaft power, and limit- 
ed a time of twenty-four days for their 
revocation ; threatening, if he were not 
obeyed, to proceed to the excommunication 
of the republic, who ftill offered to ihew 
both 
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both reafon and ancient cuftom to war- 
rant their aftions. But this Pope, con- 
trary to his predeceflbr's moderation, re- 
quired abfolute obedience without dif- 
putes. 

Thus it continued for about a year, the 
Pope ftill threatening excommunication, 
and the Venetians ftill anfwering him 
with fair fpeeches, and no compliance; 
till at laft the Pope's zeal to the Apoftolic 
fee did make him to excommunicate the 
Duke, the whole fenate, and all their do- 
minions, and, that done, to ihut up all 
their churches ; charging the whole cler- 
gy to forbear all facred offices to the Ve- 
netians, till their obedience ihould render 
them capable of abfolution. 

But this aft of the Pope's did but the 
more confirm the Venetians in their re- 
folution not to obey him : and to that 
end, upon the hearing of the Pope's in- 
terdiA, they prefently publifhed, by found 
of trumpet, a proclamation to this effeft : 

" That whofoever hath received from 
^* Rome any copy of a papal interdift, 
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" publiftied there, as well ag^unll the law^ 
" of God, as againft the honour of this 
" nation, fhall prefently render it to the 
" Council of Ten, upon pain of death. 
*' And made it lofs of eftate and nobility, 
" but to (peak in the behalf of the Je- 
** fuit8." 

Then was Duado their ambaflkdor 
called home fi-om Rome, and the inquifi- 
tion prefently fufpended by order of the 
fiate ; and the flood-gates being thus fet 
open, any man that had a pleafant or 
fcoffing wit, might fafely vent it againft 
the Pope, either by free fpeaking, or by 
libels in print; and both became very 
pleafant to the people. 

Matters thus heightened, the ftate ad- 
vifed with father Paul, a holy and learned 
friar, (the author of the Hiftory of the 
Council of Trent,) whofe advice was, 
•* Neither to provoke the Pope, nor lofe 
•' their own right ;" he declaring pub- 
licly in print, in the name of the ftate, 
" That the Pope was trufted to keep two 
" keys, one oi prudence, and the other of 
"power: 
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'^ power : and that, if they were not both 
^* ufed together, power alone is not ef- 
^* feftual in an excommunication." 

And thus thefe difcontents and oppofi- 
tions continued, till a report was blown ^ 
abroad, that the Venetians were all turn- 
ed Proteftants; which was believed by 
many, for_ that it was obferved that 
the Englifti ambaflador was fo often 
in conference with the fenate, and his 
chaplain Mr. Bedel more often with fa- 
ther Paul, whom the people did not take 
to be his friend : and alfo, for that the 
republic of Venice was known to give 
commiffion to Gregory Juftiniano, then 
their ambaflador in England, to make all 
thefe proceedings known to the King of 
England, and to cra^ a promife of his 
afliftance, if need (hould require : and in 
the mean time they required the King's 
advice and judgment ; which was the 
fame that he gave to Pope Clement, at 
his firft coming to the crown of England; 
(that Pope then moving him to an union 
with the Roman church ;) namely, *^ To 
" endeavour the calling of a free council, 
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*' for the fettlement of peace in Cbriflen- 
" dom ; and that he doubted not but 
" that the French King, and divers other 
" princes, would join to afliA in lb good a 
" work s and, in the mean time, the fin 
" of this breach, both with his and the 
" Venetian dominions, itiuft of neceffity 
" lie at the Pope's door." 

In this contention (which lailed almoft 
two years) the Pope grew ftill higher, 
and the Venetians more and more re- 
folved and carelefs ; ftill acquainting King 
James with their proceedings, which was 
done by the help of Sir Henry Wotton, 
Mr. Bedel, and Padre Paulo, whom the 
Venetians did then call to be one of their 
confulters of flate, and with his pen to 
defend their juft caufe : which was by 
him fo performed, that the Pope faw 
plainly he had weakened his power by 
exceeding it, and oiTered the Venetians 
ablolution upon very eafy terms ; which 
tlie Venetians ftill flighting, did at laft 
obtmn by that which was fcarce fo much 
as a ftiew of acknowledging it : for they 
made an order, that in that day tn which 
they 
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they were abfolved, there fhould be no 
public rejoicing, nor any bonfires that 
nighty left the common people might 
judge, that they defired an abfolution, or 
were abfolved for committing a fault. 

Thefe contefts were the occafion of 
Padre Paulo's knowledge and intereft 
with King James; for whofe fake princi- 
pally Padre Paulo compiled that eminent 
hiftory of the remarkable council of 
Trent; which hiftory was, as faft as it 
was written, fent in feveral flieets in let- 
ters by Sir Henry Wotton, Mr. Bedel, 
and others, unto King James, and the 
then Bifliop of Canterbury, into England, 
and there firft made public, both in Englifh 
and in the univerfal language. 

For eight years after Sir Henry Wot- 
ton's going* into Italy, he ftood fair and 
highly valued in the King's opinion ; but 
at laft became much clouded by an acci- 
dent, which I fliall proceed to relate. 

At his firft going ambaflador into Italy, 
as he pafled through Germany, he ftayed 
fome days at Augufta, where having been 
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in his former travels well known by 
many of the beft note for learning and in- 
genioufnefs, (thofe that are efteemed the 
virtuofi of that nation,) with whom he 
paffing an evening in merriments, was 
requefted by Chriftopher Flecamore. to 
write fome fentence in his Albo ; (a book 
of white paper, which for that purpofe 
many of the German gentry ufually carry 
about them :) and Sir Henry Wotton con- 
fenting to the motion, took an occafion, 
from fome accidental difcourfe of the pre- 
fent company, to write a pleafant defi- 
nition of an ambaflador in thefe very 
words : 

'< Legatus eft vir bonus peregre miflus ad mentien* 
** dum reipublicae caufzl." 

Which Sir Henry Wotton could have 
been content fliould have been thus Eng- 
liflied : 

** An ambaffador is an honeft man, fent to lie abroad 
" for the good of his country." 

But the word for lie (being the hinge 
upon which the conceit was to turn) was 
not fo exprefled in Latin, as would admit 
(in the hands of an enemy efpecially) ,fo 

fair 
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fair a conftruftion as Sir Henry thought 
in Englifli. Yet as it was, it flegtjjuietly 
among other fentences in this_Albo, al* 
^ nTolTeight years, till by accident it fell 
into the hands of Jafper Scioppius, a Ro* 
manift, a man of a reftlefs fpirit and a 
malicious pen ; who, with books againft 
King James, prints this as a principle of 
that religion profefled by the King, and 
his ambaflador Sir Henry Wotton, then 
at Venice ; and in Venice it was prefently 
after written in feveral glafs -windows, 
and fpitefully declared to be Sir Henry 
Wotton's. 

This coming to the knowledge of 
King James, he apprehended it to be 
fuch an overfight, fuch a weaknefs, or 
worfe, in Sir Henry Wotton, as caufed 
the King to exprefs much wrath againft 
him : and this caufed Sir Henry Wotton 
to write two Apologies, one to Velferus 
(one of the chiefs of Augufta) in the uni- 
verfal language, which he caufed to be 
printed, and given and fcattered in the 
mo ft remarkable places both of Germany 
and Italy, as an antidote againft the ve- 
nomous 
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nomous books of Scioppius ; and another 
Apology to King James ; which were 
both fo ingenious, fo clear, and fo chincely 
eloquent, that his Majesty (who was a 
pure judge of it) could not forbear, at 
the receipt thereof, to declare publicly, 
•' That Sir Henry Wotton had commuted 
" fufliciently for a greater offence." 

And now, as brokenbones well fet 
become ftronger, fo Sir Henry Wotton 
did not only recover, but was much more 
confirmed in his MajeAy's efiimation and 
&70ur than formerly he had been. 

And as that man of great wit and ufe- 
fol fancy (his friend Dr. Donne) gave in a 
will of his (a will of conceits) his reputa- 
tion to his friends, and his induflry to hit 
foes, becaufe from thence he received 
both i {o thofe friends, that in this time 
of trial laboured to excufe this facetious 
freedom of Sir Henry Wotton's, were to 
him more dear, and by him more highly 
valued : and thofe acquaintance, that 
urged this as an advantage againll him, 
caufed him by this error to grow both 
more wife, and (which is the befl fruit 
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error can bring forth) for the future to i 
become more induftrioufly watchful over ' 
his tongue and pen. 

I have told you a part of his employ- 
ment in Italy ; where, notwithftandingthe 
death of his favourer, the Duke Leonardo 
Donato, who had an undiflembled affec- 
tion for him, and the malicious accufation 
of Scioppius, yet his intereft (as though 
it had been an intailed love) was flill found 
to live and increafe in all the fucceeding 
dukes, during his employment to that 
date, which was almofl twenty years ; all 
which time he fludied the difpofitions of 
thofe dukes, and the other confulters of 
ftate; well knowing that he who nego- 
ciates a continued bufinefs, and neglefts 
the f^udy of difpofitions, ufually fails in his 
propofed ends. But in this Sir Henry , 
Wotton did not fail ; for by a fine forting \ 
of fit prefents, curious and not coflly en- ' 
tertainments, always fweetened by vari- 
ous and pleafant difcourfe — with which, i 
and his choice application of flories, and \ 
his elegant delivery of all thefe, even in ^ 
their Italian language, he firfl got, and ' 

fliU 
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dill preferved, fuch intereft in the flate of 
Venice, that it was obferved (fuch was 
either his merit or his modefty) they 
never denied him any requeft. 

But all this (liews but his abilities, 
and his fitnefs for that employment : it 
will therefore be needful to tell the reader, 
what ufe he made of the intereft which 
thefe procured him : and that indeed 
was, rather to oblige others than to enrich 
himfelf; he ftill endeavouring tliat the 
reputation of the Englifli might be main- 
tained, both in the German empire and 
in Italy ; where many gentlemen, whom 
travel had invited into that nation, re- 
ceived from him cheerful entertainments, 
advice for their behaviour, and by his in- 
tereft flielter or deliverance from thofe 
accidental ftorms of adverfity which ufu- 
ally attend upon travel. 

And becaufe thefe things may appear 
to the reader to be but generals, I (hall 
acquaint him with two particular exam- 
ples ; one of his merciful difpofition, and 
one of the noblenefs of his mind ; which 
{hall follow. 

There 
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There had been many En^iih ibldier« 
brought by commanders of their own 
country, to ferve the Venetians for pay 
againft the Turk:, and thofe Englilh 
having by irregularities, or improvidence9 
brought themfelves into ieveral gaUejrt 
and prifons, Sir Henry Wotton became a 
petitioner to that date for their lives and 
enlargement ; and his requeft was grant* 
ed : fo that thofe (which were many 
hundreds, and there made the fad ex* 
amples of human mifery, by hard impnk 
fonment and unpitied poverty in a ftrange 
nation) were by his means releafed^ re- 
lieved, and in a comfortable conditioa 
fent to thank Grod and him for their lives 
and liberty in their own country. 

And this I have obferved as one tefti- 
mony of the compaffionate nature of him^ 
who was, during his ftay in thofe parts^ 
as a city of refuge for the diftrefled of 
this and other nations. 

And for that which I offer as a tefti« 
mony of the noblenefs of his mind, I fhali 
make way to the reader's clearer under- 
ftanding of it, by telling him, that^ befide 

feveral 
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feveral other foreign ' employments, Sir 
Henry Wotton was fent thrice ambaf- 
fador to the republic of Venice. And at 
his lall going thither, he was employed 
ambafTador to feveral of the German 
princes, and more particularly to the Em- 
peror Ferdinando the fecond; and that 
his employment to him, and thofe princes, 
was to incline them to equitable condi- 
tions for the reftoration of the Queen of 
fiohemia, and her defcendants, to their 
patrimonial inheritance of the Palatinate. 
This was, by his eight months' conftant 
endeatrours and attendance upon the Em- 
peror, his court, and council, brought to 
a probability of a fuccefsfiil concluIioD, 
without bloodOied. But there were at 
that time two oppofite armies in the field; 
and as they were treating, there was a 
battle fought, in the managery whereof 
there were fo many miferable errors on the 
one fide, (fo Sir Henry Wotton exprefles 
it in a difpatch to the King) and fo ad- 
vantageous events to the Emperor, as put 
an end to all prefent hopes of a fuccefshil 
treaty ; fo that Sir Henry, feeing the face 
of 
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of peace altered by that viftory, prepared 
for a removal from that Court ; and at his 
departure from the Emperor, was fo bold 
as to remember him, ^^ That the events 
" of every battle move on the unfeen 
" wheels of Fortune, which are this 
^* moment up, and down the next 5 and 
^^ therefore humbly advifed him to ufe 
'^ his viilory fo foberly, as ftill to put on 
*^ thoughts of peace." Which advice, 
though it feemed to be fpoken with fome 
paffion, (his dear miftrefs the Queen of 
Bohemia being concerned in it) was yet 
taken in good part by the Emperor ; who 
replied, ^* That he would confider his ad- 
*^ vice. And though he looked on the 
*^ King his mafter as an abettor of his 
*^ enemy, the Paulfgrave ; yet for Sir 
'^ Henry himfelf, his behaviour had been 
" fuch during the manage of the treaty, 
" that he took him to be a perfon of 
" much honour and merit; and did there- 
" fore defire him to accept of that jewel, 
" as a teftimony of his good opinion of 
^^ him :" which was a jewel of diamonds 
of more value than a thoufand pounds. 

ThU 
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This jewel was received with all out- 
ward circumftances and terms of honour 
by Sir Henry Wotton. But the next 
morning, at his departing from Vienna, 
he, at his taking leave of the Countefs 
of Sabrina, (an Italian lady, in whole 
houfe the Emperor had appointed him to 
be lodged, and honourably entertain- 
ed) " acknowledged her merits, and be- 
" fought her to accept of that jewel, as a 
" teftimony of his gratitude for her civi- 
"lities;" prefenting her with the fame 
that was given him by the Emperor : 
which being fuddenly difcovered, and 
told to the Emperor, was by him taken 
for a high aifront, and Sir Henry Wot- 
ton told fo by a meffenger. To which he 
replied, " That though he received it 
'* with thankfulnefs, yet he found in him- 
" felf an indifpofition to be the better for 
" ^^y S'f' that came from an enemy to 
*' his royal miftrefs, the Queen of Bohe- 
" mia ;" for fo (he was pleafed he (hould 
always call her. 

Many other of his fervices to his Prince 
and this nation might be i nfift ed upon; 
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as, namely, his p rocura tions of privi- 
leges and courtefies with the German 
princes, and the republic of Venice, for 
the Englifti merchants ; and what he did 
by direftion of King James with the Ve- 
netian State, concerning the Bifhop of 
Spalato's return to the Church of Rome. 
But for the particulars of thefe, and many 
more that I meant to make known, I 
want a view of fome papers that might 
inform me, (his late Majefly's letter-of- 
fice having now fufFered a ftrange aliena- 
tion,) and indeed I want time too; for the 
printer's prefs ftays for what is written : 
fo that I muft hafte to bring Sir Henry 
Wotton in an inftant from Venice to Lon- 
don, leaving the reader to make up what 
is defeftive in this place, by the fmall 
fupplement of the infcription under his 
arms, which he left at all thofe houfes 
where he refted, or lodged, when he re- 
turned from his laft embaffy into Eng- 
land. 

" Henricus Wottonius Anglo-Cantia- 
*^ nus,Thom3e optimi viri filius natu mini- 
mus, a fereniffimo Jacobo I. Mag. Brit. 
VOL. I. N " Rege, 
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*^ Rege, in equeftrera titulum adfcitus, 
*^ ejufdemque ter ad rempublicam Vene* 
*^ tam Legatus Ordinarius, femel ad con- 
" foederatarum Provinciarum Ordines in 
** Juliacenfi negotio. Bis ad Carolum 
*^ Emanuel, Sabaudiae Ducem ; femel ad 
^* unitos fuperioris Germanise Principes in 
** Conventu Heilbrunenfi, poftremo ad 
^' Archiducem Leopoldum, Ducem Wit- 
" tembergenfem,Civitatesimperiales, Ar- 
*^ gentinam, Ulmamque, et ipfum Roma-* 
*^ norum Imperatorem Ferdinandum fe-» 
" cundum, Legatus Extraordinarius^ tan** 
*^ dem hoc didicit, 

" Animas fieri fapientiores quiefcendo.*' 

To London he came the year before 
King James died ; who having, for the 
reward of his foreign fervice, promifed 
him the reverfion of an office, which was 
fit to be turned into prefent money, which 
he wanted, for a fupply of his prefent ne- 
ceffities ; and alfo granted him the rever- 
fion of the Matter of the Rolls place, if 
he outlived charitable Sir Julius Caefar, 
who then pofleflfed it, and then grown fo 

old. 
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old, thiat he was faid to be kept alive be- 
yond nature^s courfe, by the prayers of 
thofe many poor which he daily re- 
lieved. 

But thefe were but in hope ; and his 
condition required a prefent fupport : for 
in the beginning of thefe employments 
he fold to his elder brother, the Lord 
Wotton, the rent-charge left by his good 
father ; and (which is worle) was now at 
his return indebted to feveral perfons, 
whom he was not able to fatisfy, but by 
the King's payment of his arrears, due 
for his foreign employments. He had 
brought into England many fervants, of 
which fome were German and Italian 
artifts : this was part of his condition, 
who had many times hardly fufficient 
to fupply the occafions of the day : for 
it may by no means be faid of his provi- 
dence, as himfelf faid of Sir Philip Sidney's 
wit, *^ That it was the very meafure of 
*^ congruity," he being always fo care- 
lefs of money, as though our Saviour's 
words, " Care not for to-morrow," were 
to be literally underftood. 

N a But 
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But it pleafcd the God of providence, 
that in ihU juncture of time the ftovoft- 
ihip of his Majefty'8 College of Eton be- 
came void by the death of Mr. Thomas 
Murray, for which there were {as the 
place deferved) many earneft and power- 
ful fuitors to the King. And Sir Henry, 
. who had for many years (like Sifyphus) 
rolled the reftlefs ftone of a ftate-employ- 
: ment, knowing experimentally that the 
h great blefling of fweet content was not to 
' be found in multitudes of men or bufi- 
nefs, and that a college was the fittell 
, place to nourish holy thoughts, and to 
aiFord reft both to his body and mind, 
which his age (b^ng now almotl three- 
I fcore years) leemed to require, did there- 
fore ufe his own, and the intereft of all 
his friends, to procure that place. By 
which means, and quitting the King oi 
his promifed reverfionary offices, and a 
piece of honed policy, (which I have not 
time to relate,) he got a grant of it frojn 
his Majefty. 

And this was a fair fatJs&£Uon to his 

mind : but money was wanting to fiimifli 

him 
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him with thofe neceflaries which attend 
removes, and a fettlement in fuch a place; 
and, to procure that, he wrote to his old 
friend Mr. Nicholas Pey, for his affift- 
ance. Of which Nicholas Pey I fhall 
here fay a little, for the clearing of fome 
paflages that I fhall mention hereafter. 

He was in his youth a clerk, or in 
fome fuch way a fervant to the Lord Wot- 
ton, Sir Henry's brother ; and by him, 
when he was Comptroller of the King's 
houfhold, was made a great officer in his 
Majefty's houfe. This and other favours 
being conferred upon Mr. Pey (in whom 
there was a radical honefty) were always 
thankfully acknowledged by him, and 
his gratitude expreffed by a willing and 
unwearied ferviceablenefs to that family 
even till his death. To him Sir Henry 
Wotton wrote, to ufe all his intereft at 
Court, to procure five hundred pounds of 
his arrears, (for lefs would not fettle him 
in the college); and the want of fuch a 
fum " wrinkled his face with care ;" 
('twas his own expreffion,) and, that mo- 
ney being procured, he (hould the next 

N 3 day 
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day after find him in his college, and 
" Invidiae remedium" writ over his &adj 
door. 

This money, being part of his arFeara, 
was, by his own and the help of honeft 
Nicholas Pey's intereft in Court, quickly 
procured him, and he as quickly in the 
college ; the place where indeed his hap- 
pinefs then feemed to have its begia- 
ning J ' the college being to his mind as a 
quiet harbour to a fea-faring man iJter a 
tempeduous voyage ; where, by the boun- 
ty of the pious founder, his very food and 
rmment were plentifully provided for.him 
in kind, and more money than enough ; 
where he was freed from all corroding 
cares, and feated on fuch a rock, as the 
waves of want could not probably (hake ; 
where he might fit in a calm, and, look- 
ing down, behold the bufy multitude tur- 
moiled and toffed in a tempeftuous fea of 
trouble and dangers ; and (as Sir William 
Davenant has happily expreffed the like 
of another perfon) 

" Laugh at the graver bufinefi of the Swte, 

" Which Ipeaks men latbcr wife Chan fonufutc" 

Being 
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Being thus fettled according to the 
defires of his heart, his firft ftudy was the 
flatutes of the college ; by which he 
conceived himfelf bound to enter into 
holy orders, which he did, being made 
deacon with all convenient fpeed. Shortly 
after which time, as he came in his fur- 
plice from the church - fervice, an old 
friend, a perfon of quality, met him fo at- 
tired, and joyed him of his new habit. To 
whom Sir Henry Wotton replied,*^ I thank 
*^ God and the King, by whofe goodnefs 
*' I now am in this condition ; a condi- 
" tion which that Emperor Charles the 
** fifth feemed to approve ; who, after fo 
^^ many remarkable viftories, when his 
*^ glory was great in the eyes of all men, 
*^ freely gave up his crown, and the many 
" cares that attended it, to Philip his fon, 
*^ making a holy retreat to a cloifteral 
^^ life, where he might, by devout medi- 
^^ tations, confult with Gk)d," which the 
rich or bufy men feldom do; *^ and have 
" leifure both to examine the errors qf 
*^ his life paft, and prepare for that great 
^ day, wherein all flefti muft make an ac- 

N 4 « count 
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*' count of their aftions : and after a kind 
of tempeftuous life, I now have the 
like advantage from him, that makes 
** the outgoings of the morning to praife 
** him ; even from my God, whom 1 daily 
*^ magnify for this particular mercy of 
*^ an exemption from bufinefs, a quiet 
^' mind, and a liberal maintenance, even 
*^ in this part of my life, when my age 
^^ and infirmities feem to found me a re- 
^* treat from the pleafures of this world, 
*^ and invite me to contemplation, in 
^* which I have ever taken the greateft 
** felicity/' 

And now to fpeak a little of the em- 
ployment of his time in the college. After 
his cuftomary public devotions, his ufe 
was to retire into his ftudy, and there to 
fpend fome hours in reading the Bible, 
and authors in divinity, clofing up his 
meditations with private prayer. This 
was, for the moft part, his employment 
in the forenoon. But when he was once 
fat to dinner, then nothing but cheerful 
thoughts pofleiTed his mind, and thofe 
fiill increafed by conllant company at his 

table^ 
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table, of fuch perfons as brought thither 
additions both of learning and pleafure : 
but fome part of moft days was ufually 
fpent in philofophical concluiions. Nor^ 
did he forget his innate pleafure of an- 
gling, which he would ufually call, ** hi» 
*' idle time not idly fpent;" faying often, he \ 
would rather live five May monthi^ than ^ 
forty Decembers. ^ ' 

He was a great lover of his neighbours, 
and a bountiful entertainer of them very 
often at his table, where his meat was 
choice, and his difcourfe better. 

He was a conftant cherifher of all thofe 
youths in that fchool, in whom he found 
either a conftant diligence, or a genius 
that prompted them to learning ; for 
whofe encouragement he was (befide 
many other things of neceffity and beau- 
ty) at the charge of fetting up in it two 
rows of pillars, on which he caufed to be 
choicely drawn the piflures of divers of 
the moft famous Greek and Latin hifto- 
rians, poets, and orators ; perfuading them 
not to neglect rhetoric, becaufe Almighty 
God has left mankind affections to be 

wrought 
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wrought upon : and he would often faj^ 
** That none defpifed eloquence, but fuch 
*^ dull fouls as were not capable of it." 
He would alfo oftejn make choice of fome 
obfervations out of thofe hiftorians and 
poets ; and would never leave the fcfaooi, 
without dropping fome choice Greek or 
Latin apophjthegm or fentence, that might 
be worthy of a room in the memory of a 
growing fcholar. 

He was pleafed conftantly to breed up 
one or more hopeful youths, which he 
picked out of the fchool, and took into 
his own domeftic care, and to attend him 
at his meals ; out of whofe difcourfe and 
behaviour he gathered obfervations for 
the better completing of his intended 
work of education : of which, by his ftill 
ftriving to make the . whole better, he 
lived to leave but part to pofterity. 

He was a great enemy to wrangling 
difputes of religion ; c6ncerning which I 
Ihall fay a little, both to teftify that, and 
to (hew the readinefs of his wit. 

Having at his being in Rome made ac-> 
quaintance with a pleafant prieft, who in- 
vited 
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vited him one evening to hear their vef- 
per mufic at church ; the prieft feeing Sir 
Henry ftand obfcurely in a corner, fends 
to him by a boy of the choir this quef- 
tion, writ in a fmall piece of paper: 
** Where was your religion to be found 
*^ before Luther ?" To which queftion Sir 
Henry prefently underwrit, *^ My reli- 
^^ gion was to be found then, where 
*^ yours is not to be found now, in the 
** written word of God." 

The next vefper, Sir Henry went pur- 
pofely to the fame church, and fent one 
of the choir-boys with this queftion t6 
his honeft, pleafant friend, the prieft : 
*^ Do you beUeve all thofe many thou- 
*^ fands of poor Chriftians were damned, 
** that were excommunicated becaufe the 
*^ Pope and the Duke of Venice could 
'^ not agree about their temporal power?" 
*^ even thofe poor Chriftians that knew 
*^ not why they quarrelled. Speak your 
*^ confcience." To which he underwrit 
in French, " Monfieur, excufez-moi." 
To one that a(ked him, " Whether a 
Papift may be iaved?" he replied, *^ You 

may 
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" may be faved wktiout knowing that. 
*' Look to yourfelf." 

To another, whofe earnellnefB exceeded 
hisknowledge, and was flill railing againA 
the Papids, he gave this advice : " Pray, 
" Sir, forbear till you have lludied the 
" points better ; for the wife Italians have 
" this proverb: He that underllands amifs 
" concludes worfe. And take heed of 
" thinking, the farther you go from the 
" church of Rome, the nearer you are to 
" God." 

And to another, that fpake indifcreet 
and bitter words againft Arniinius, I heard 
him reply to this purpofe : 

" In my travel towards Venice, aa I 
" paffed through Germany, I refted almoft 
" a year at Leyden, where I entered into 
" an acquaintance with Arminius, (then 
" the Profeflbr of Divinity in that Uni- 
" verlity,) a man much talked of in this 
" age, which is made up of oppofition 
" and controverfy. And indeed, if I mif- 
" take not Arminius in his expre{Iions> 
" (as fo weak a brain as mine is may 
*' ea&ly do,} then I know I differ from 
"him 
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^' him in fome pmnte: yet I profefe taf 
^^ judgment of him tp be, that he was a 
^* man of moft rare learning, and I kne^ 
^^ him to be of a moft ftrid life, and of a 
<^ mod meek fpirit. And that he waa (b 
^^ mild appears by his propofals to our 
•* Mafter Perkins of Cambridge, from 
*f whofe book, * Of the Order and Caufes 
** of Salvation' (which was firft writ }tt 
^' Latin) Arminius took the occafion of 
writing fome queries to him concern- 
ing the confequence of his do£i:rine ; 
*< intending them, it is faid, to come pri- 
" vately to Mr. Perkins's own hands; 
^^ and to receive from him a like private 
'* and a like loving anfwer. But. Mr; 
^' Perkins died before thofe queries came 
^< to him ; and it is thought Arminiua 
** meant them to die with him : for 
*^ though he lived long after, I have 
*^ heard he forbore to publi(h them : but 
** fince his death his fons did not. And it 
'^ is a pity, if God had been fo pleafed^ 
<^ that Mr. Perkins did not live to fee, 
^^ coniider, and anfwer thofe prc^fiils 
^^ himfelf; for he wasalfo.of a mod meek 

«* fpirit. 
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** Ipirit, and of great and fan£tilied learn- 
" ing. And though, lince their deaths, 
" many of high parts and piety have un- 
" dertaken to clear the controverfy j yet 
** for the mod part they have rather fa- 
" tisfied themfelves, than convinced the 
" diflenting party. And, doubtlcfs, many 
" middle-witted men, which yet may 
" mean well, many fcholara that are not 
*' in the higheft form for learning, which 
" yet may preach well, men that are but 
" preachers, and {hall never know, till 
" they come to heaven, where the quef- 
" tions flick betwixt Arminius and the 
" Church of England, (if there be any,) 
" will yet in this world he tampering 
*' with, and thereby perplexing the ccki- 
" troverfy, and do therefore juftly fall 
" under the reproof of St. Jude, for be- 
" ing bufy-bodies, and for meddling with 
" things they underftand not." 

And here it offers itfelf (I think not 
unfitly) to tell the reader, that a firiend of 
Sir Henry Wotton'a, being defigned for 
the employment of an ambaflador, came 
to Eton, and requefted from him fome 
experi- 
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experimentflil ruleii far Iub fnrudent and 
fafe carriage in hknc^gociations : to whom 
he fmilingly gave thb for an in£dlible 
aphorifm ; ^^ That, to be in lafety himfelf^ 
<' and ferviceable to his countiy^ he 
'^ fhould always, and upon all occafiona^ 
*' fpeak the truth/' It feems a ftate-pa* 
radox : ^* For," fays Sir Henry Wotton, 
** you (hall never be believed ; and by. 
•* this means your truth will fecure your* 
" felf, if you fhall ever be c^ed to any 
*^ account ; and it will alfo put your ad- 
'* verfaries (who will ftill hunt counter) 
'^ to a lofs in all their (^quifitions and 
** undertakings/' . 

Many more of thif nature might be 
obferved; but they muft be laid afidec 
for I (hall here make a little flop, and in* 
^te the reader to look back with me> 
whilft, according to my promife^ I (hall 
fay a little of Sir Albertus Morton and 
Mr. William Bedel, whom I formerly 
mentioned. 

I have told you that are my reader^ 
that at Sir Henry Wotton's firft going 
ambaffador into Italy, his ooufin. Sir Al* 

bertus 
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bertui Morton, went his fecretory : and I 
am next to tell you, that Sir Albertos died 
fecretary of Hate to our late Kiog ; but 
cannot, am not able to exprefs the forrow 
that poflefled Sir Henry Wotton, at his firft 
hearing the news that Sir Albertus was 
by dea^ lod to him and this world. And 
yet the reader may partly guefs by thefe 
following expreflions : the firft in a letter 
to his Nicholas Pey, of which this that 
followeth is a part. 

" — —And, my dear Nick, when I had 
*' been here almoft a fortnight, in the 
" nudd of my great contentment, I receiv- 
" ed notice of Sir Albertus Morton'sdepar- 
" ture out of this world, wbo was dearer 
" to me than mine own being in it. 
** What a wound it is to my heart, you 
" that knew him, and know me, will 
" eafily believe : but our Creator's will 
'* mufi be done, and unrepiningly receir- 
** ed by his own creatures, who is the 
" Lord of all nature and of all fortune, 
" when he taketh to himfelf now one, 
*' and then another, till that expe&ed 
" day, wherein it (hall pleafe him to dif- 
" folve 



1 . 



SIR HENRY WOTTON. I93 

*' folve the whole, and wrap up even the 
" heaven itfelf as a fcroU of parchment. 
" This is the laft philofophy that we muft 
" ftudy upon earth. Let us therefore, that 
** yet remain here, as our days and friends 
^* wafte, reinforce our love to each other; 
" which of aU virtues, both fpiritual and 
*^ moral, hath the higheft privilege, be- 
" caufe death itfelf cannot end it. And 
*^ my good Nick," &c. 

This is a part of his forrow thus expreffed 

to his Nick Pey: the other part is in this 

. following elegy, of which the reader may 

fafely conclude it was too hearty to be 

diffembled. 
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WEPT AT THE GRAVE OF SIR ALBERTUS MOR« 
TON, BY HENRY WOTTON. 

Silence, in truth, would fpeak my forrow bed, 
For decpeft wounds can •lead their feelings tell : 
Yet let me borrow from mine own unreft 
A time to bid him, whom I lov*d, farewell. 

Oh, my unhappy lines ! you that before 
Have ferv*d my youth to vent fome wanton cries, 
And now, congeal'd with grief, can fcarce implore 
Strength to accent, ** Here my Albertas lies.** 
VOL. I. o This 
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Thit is that Table ftmx, tbU is ihe ctve 
And womb of eaitb, that doth hii corpte embncc t 
While others fing hit praire, let me engrave 
Thefe bleeding Dumbets lo adoin the place. 

Here will I paiat the chara£tcrs of woe; 

Here will 1 paf nif tribuie to the dead ; 

And here my faithful tears in [howera (hall flow. 

To humanize the flints on which f tread. 

Where though I mourn my matchlefa lof> atone. 
And none between my weaknefs judge and Die ; 
Vet even thefe penfive walls allon my moan, 
Whofe doleful echoes lo my plaints agree. 

But is he gone ? and live I rhyming here. 
As if forae Mufe would liften lo my lay? 
When all diftun'd lit wailing for iheir dear, 
And baths the banks where he was wont to play. 

Dwell then in endlefs blift with happy fouls, 
Difcbarg'd from Nature's and from Fortune's trufl ; 
Whilft on this fluid globe my hout^lafs rolls. 
And luns.lhe tefl of my remaining duft. H. W> 



This concerning his Sir Albertus Mor- 
ton. 

And for what I ihall fay concerning 

Mr. William Bedel, I muft prepare the 

reader by telling him, that when King 

James fent Sir Henry Wotton ambafla- 

dor 
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dor to the ftate of Venice, he fent alfo an 
ambaflador to the King of France, and 
another to the King of Spain. With the 
ambaflador of France went Jofeph Hall, 
late Bifhop of Norwich, whofe many and 
ufeful works fpeak his great merit : with 
the ambaflador of Spain went James 
Wadfworth ; and with Sir Henry Wotton 
went William Bedel. 

Thefe three chaplains to thefe three 
ambafladors were all bred in one Uni- 
verfity, all of one college % all beneficed in 
one diocefe, and all moft dear and entire 
friends. But in Spain Mr. Wadfworth 
met with temptations, or reafons, fuch as 
were fo powerful as to perfuade him 
(who of the three was formerly obferved 
to be the mofl: averfe to that religion that 
calls itfelf Catholic) to difclaim himfelf a 
member of the Church of England, and 
declare himfelf for the Church of Rome ; 
difcharging himfelf of his attendance on 
the ambaflador, and betaking himfelf to 

* Emanuel College in Cambridge. ... 

o 2 a mona- 
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a monafterial life, in which he lived very 
regularly, and fo died. 

When Dr. Hall, the late Bifhop of Nor- 
wich, came into England, he wrote to 
Mr. Wadfworth, (it is the firft e|)iftle in 
his printed decades,) to perfuade his re- 
turn, or to (hew the reafon of his apb- 
ftafy. The letter feemed to have in it 
many fweet expreffions of love; and yet 
there was in it fome expreflion that was 
fo unpleafant to Mr. Wadfworth, that he 
chofe rather to acquaint his old friend 
Mr. Bedel with his motives; by which 
means there paffed betwixt Mr. Bedel and 
Mr. Wadfworth divers letters, which be 
extant in print, and did well deferve it; 
for in them there feems to be a contro- 
verfy, not of religion only, but who 
(hould anfwer Aach other with moft love 
and meeknefs ; which I mention the ra- 
ther, becaufe it too feldom falls out to be 
fo in a book- war. 

There is yet a little more to be faid of 
Mr. Bedel, for the greateft part of which 
the reader is referred to this following 

letter 
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letter of Sir Henry Wotton's, written to 
our late King Charles the firft : 

*' May it pleafc Your moft Gracious Majefty, 

^' Having been informed that certain 
'^ perfons have, by the good wiflies of 
^^ the Archbifhop of Armagh, been di- 
^^ refted hither^ with a moft humble pe- 
^^ tition unto your Majefty, that you will 
'^ be pleafed to make Mr. William Bedel 
'^ (now refident upon a fmall benefice in 
'^ Suffolk) Governor of your college at 
*^ Dublin, for the good of that fociety ; 
*^ and myfelf being required to render 
^^ unto your Majefty fome teftimony of 
'^ the faid William Bedel, who was long 
^' my chaplain at Venice, in the time of 
'^ my firft employment there, I am bound 
'^ in all confcience and truth (fo far as 
'^ your Majefty will vouchfafe to accept 
^^ my poor judgment) to affirm of him, 
" that I think hardly a fitter man for that 
^^ charge could have been propounded 
^' unto your Majefty in your whole king- 
^* dom, for Angular erudition and piety, 
^' conformity to the rites of the church, 

03 " and 
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" and zeal to advance the caufe of God, 
" wherein his travels abroad were not ob- 
" fcure in the time of the excommuni- 
" cation of the Venetians. 

" For it may pteafe your Majefty to 
" know, that this is the man whom Padre 
" Paulo took, I may fey, into his very 
" foul, with whom he did communicate 
"the inwardeft thoughts of his heart; 
" from whom he profeiTed to have re- 
" ceived more knowledge in all divinity, 
*' both fcholafhca! and pofitive, than from 
*' any that he had ever praiSJfed in his 
" days ; of which all the paflkges were 
" well known to the King your &ther, 
'• of moli blefled memory. And fo, with 
" your Majefly's good favour, I will end 
" this needlefs office ; for the general 
^' feme of his learning, his life, and Chrif- 
" tian temper, and thofe religious labours 
" which himfelf hath dedicated to your 
•' Majefty, do better defcribe him than I 
*• am able. 

" Your Majefty's 
" Moft humble and feithful fervant, 

" H. WOTTON." 
To 



w 
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To this letter I (hall add this; that 
he was (to the great joy of Sir Hfenry 
Wotton) made governor of the Md col- 
lege ^ ; and that, after a fair difcharge of 
his duty and truft there, he was thenoe 
removed to be Bifhop of Kilmore^. In. 
both which places his life was fo holy^ 
as feemed to equal the primitive Chrif* 
tians : for as they, fo he kept all the Em- 
ber-weeks, obferved (befides his private 
devotions) the canonical hours of prayer 
very ftriftly, and fo he did all the 
feafis and faft-days of his mother, the 
Church of England. To which I may,add, 
that his patience and charity were both 
fuch as (hewed his affeftions were fet 
upon things that are above ; for indeed 
his whole life brought forth liie/ruiis of 
the fpirit ; there being in him fuch a re- 
markable meeknefs, that as St. Paul ad- 
vifed his Timothy in the election of a bi- 
{hop. That be have a good report of ibofe 
that be without^; fo had he: for thofe that 
were without, even thofe that in point of 

« Aug. 1627, * Sept. 3, 162^ « I Tim. Hi. 7. 

04 reli- 
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religion were of the Roman perfuafion, 
(of which there were very many in his 
diocefe,) did yet (fuch is the power of vi- 
fible piety) ever look upon him with re- 
fpeft and reverence, and teftified it by a 
concealing and fafe protefting him from 
death in the late horrid rebellion in Ire- 
land^ when the fury of the wild Irifli 
knew no diftinftion of perfons ; and yet 
there and then he was protefted and 
cheriflied by thofe of a contrary perfua- 
lion ; and there and then he died, not by 
violence or mifufage, but by grief in a quiet 
prifon (1629). And with him was loft 
many of his learned writings, ^hich were 
thought worthy of prefervation ; and a- 
mongft the reft was loft the Bible, which 
by many years labour, and conference, 
and ftudy, he had tranflated into the Irifh 
tongue, with an intent *to have printed it 
for public ufe. 

More might be faid of Mr. Bedel, who, 
I told the reader, was Sir Henry Wotton's 
firft chaplain ; and much of his fecond 
chaplain, Ifaac Bargrave, Do£lor in Divi- 
nity, and the late learned and hofpitable 

Dean 
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Dean of Canterbury ; as alfo of the meriti 
of many others^ that had the happinefs lb 
attend Sir Henry in his foreign employ* 
ments : but the reader may diink that in 
this digreffion I have already carried him 
too far from Eton College, and therefcire 
I fhall lead him back as gently and as df« 
^erly as I may to that place, for a further 
conference concerning Sir Henry Wotton; 
Sir Henry Wotton had propofed tb 
himfelf, before he entered into his colle* 
jgiate life, to write the life of Martin Lu- 
ther, and in it the hiftory of the reform* 
ation, as it was carried on in Germany S 
for the doing of which he had many ad- . 
vantages by his feveral embaffies into 
thofe parts, and his intereft in the feverai 
princes of the empire ; by whofe meanft 
he had accefs to the records of all the 
Hans towns, and the knowledge of many 
fecret paiTages that fell' not under com- 
mon view; and in thefe he had made a bi^ 
py progrefs, as is well known to his wof* 
thy friend Dr. Duppa, the late reverend 
Bifliop of Salifbury. But in the midft of 

this 




tO% THE LIFE OP 

this defign, his late Majefly King Charles 
the firft, that knew the value of Sir Hen- 
ry Wotton's pen, did by a perfuafive lov- 
ing violence (to which may be added a 
promife of 500I. a year) force him to lay 
Luther afide, and betake himfelf to write 
the hiftory of England ; in which he pro- 
ceeded to write fome (hort charafters of 
a few kings, as a foundation upon which 
he meant to build ; but, for the prefent, 
meant to be more large in the ftory of 
Henry the fixth, the founder of that col- 
lege, in which he then enjoyed all the 
worldly happinefs of his prefent being. 
But Sir Henry died in the midft of this 
undertaking, and the footfteps of his la- 
bours are not recoverable by a more than 
common diligence. 

This is fome account both of his incli- 
nation, and the employment both of his 
time in the college, where he feemed to 
have his youth renewed by a continual 
converfation with that learned fociety, 
and a daily recourfe of other friends of 
choiceil breeding and parts ; by which 

that 
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that great bleffing of a cheerful heart was 
ftill maintained ; he being always free, 
even to the laft of his days, from that 
peeviflinefs which ufually attends age. 

And yet his mirth was fometimes 
damped by the remembrance of divers 
old debts, partly contra£led in his foreign 
employments, for which his juft arrears 
due from the King would have made fa- 
tisfaftion : but being ftill delayed with 
court-promifes, and finding fome decays 
of health, he did, about tv/o years before 
his death, out of a Chriftian defire that 
none fhould be a lofer by him,, make his 
laft will ; concerning which a doubt ftill 
remains, namely, whether it difcovered 
more holy wit, or confcionable policy. 
But there is no doubt, but that his chief 
defign was a Chriftian endeavour that his 
debts might be fatisfied. 

And that it may remain as fuch a tefti* 
mony, and a legacy to thofe that loved 
him, I ftiall here impart it to the reader, 
as it was found written with his own 
hand. 

"In 
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" In the name of God almighty and 
^' all-merciful, I Henry Wotton, Provoft 
of his Majefty's college by Eaton, be- 
ing mindful of mine own mortality, 
'^ which the fin of our firft parents did 
bring upon all flefli, do by this laft will 
and teftament thus difpofe of myfelf, 
^^ and the poor things I (hall leave in this 
^' world. My foul I bequeath to the im- 
" mortal God my Maker, Father of our 
'^ Lord Jefus Chrift, my bleffed Redeem- 
'^ er and Mediator, through his all-fole 
'^ fufficient fatisfaftion for the fins of the 
*^ whole world, and efficient for his eleft ; 
*^ in the number of whom I am one by 
*^ his mere grace, and thereof mod unre- 
" moveably aflured by his holy Spirit, 
*^ the true eternal Comforter. My body 
'^ I bequeath to the earth, if I (hall end 
*^ my tranfitory days at or near Elaton, to 
" be buried in the chapel of the faid col- 
^' lege, as the fellows fhall difpofe there- 
" of, with whom I have lived (my God 
^^ knows) in all loving affeftion ; or if I 
** (hall die near Bo6lon Malherb, in the 

** county 
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** Majefty^s Exchequer at the time of my 
** death ; and to afEtt my forenamed ex- 
** ecutors in fome reafonable and confci- 
** entious latisfaftion of my creditors, and 
** difcharge of my legacies now fpecified; 
*' or that fliall be hereafter added unto 
«' this my teftament, by any codicil or 
*' fchedule, or left in the hands, or in any 
** memorial with the aforelaid Mr. John 
** Harrifon. And firft, to my moft dear 
'^ Sovereign and Mafter, of incomparable 
*' goodnefs, (in whofe gracious opinion I 
** have ever had fome portion, as far as 
** the intereft of a plain honeft man,) I 
** leave four piftures at large of thofe 
*' Dukes of Venice, in whofe time I was 
** there employed, with their names writ- 
" ten on the backfide, which hang in my 
** great ordinary dining-room, done after 
«« the life by Edoardd Fialetto : like- 
** wife a table of the Venetian College, 
** where ambafladors had their audi- 
*' ence, hanging over the mantle of the 
** chimney in the faid room, done by the 
** fame hand, which containeth a draught 
VOL. I. F " in 
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"in little, well rerembling the &mous 
" D. Leonardo Donato, in a time which 
*• needed a wife and conftant man. Item, 
** The pifture of a Duke of Venice, hang- 
*• ing over againd the door, done either 
*• by Titiano, or fome other principal 
" hand, long before my time. Moft hum- 
*• bly befeeching his Majeftyi that the 
** faid pieces may reioMn in fome comer 
" of any of his houfes, for a poor me- 
" morial of his moft humble valTal. 

** Item, I leave his faid Majefty all the 
** papers and negociations of Sir Nicholas 
" Throgmorton, Knight, during his &- 
" moufi employment under Queen £liza- 
** beth, in Scotland and in France; which 
" contain divers fecrets of ftate, that per- 
*' chance his M^efly will think fit to 
" be preferved in his Paper-office, after 
" they have been perufed and forted by 
" Mr. Secretary Windeb'ank, with whom 
" I have heretofore, as I remember, con- 
" ferred about them. They were com- 
" mitted to my difpofal by Sir Arthur 
*' Throgmorton his fon, to whofe worthy 



Mary, Diofcorides, with the plants na- 
turally coloured, and the text tranflated 
by Matthiolo, in the beft language of 
Tufcany, whence her faid Majefty is li- 
neally defcended, for a poor token of 
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" memory I cannot better difcharge my 
*' faith, than by affigning them to the 
^^ higheft place of truft. Item, I leave to 
*^ our moft gracious and virtuous Queen 

l€ 
iC 
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^^ my thankful devotion for the honour 
'* (he was once pleafed to do my private 
*' ftudy with her prefence, I leave to the 
** moft hopeful Prince, the picture of 
'^ the elefted and crowned Queen of 
*^ Bohemia, his aunt, of clear and re- 
** fplendent virtues through the clouds of 
*' her fortune. To my Lord's Grace of 
*' Canterbury now being, I leave my pic- 
*' ture of Divine Love, rarely copied from 
" one in the King's galleries, of my pre- 
*' fentation to his Majefty ; befeeching 
*^ him to receive it as a pledge of my 
** humble reverence to his great wifdom. 
** And to the moft worthy Lord Bifliop of 
** London, Lord High Treafur^r of Eng- 
^* land, in true admiration of his Chrif- 

p Z ** tian 
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' tian liniplicity and contempt of earthly 
' pomp, I leave a picture of Heraclitus 
' bewailing, and Demociitus laughing at, 
' the world : noofl humbly befeeching 
' the faid Lord Archbilhop his Grace, 
' and the Lord Bifhop of London, of 
'' both whofe favours I have tafted in tny 
" life-time, to intercede with our mtrfl 
■' gracious Sovereign after my death, in 
'• the bowels of Jefus Chrift, that out of 
" companionate memory of my long fer- 
" vices, (wherein I more lludied the pub- 
" lie honour, than mine own utility,) 
" fome order may be taken out of my ar- 
" rears due in the Exchequer, for fuch 
" fatisfaftion of my creditors, as thofe 
•' whom I have ordwned fupervifors of 
" this my laft will and teftament ihall 
" prefent unto their Lordfhips, without 
" their farther trouble ; hoping likewife 
*' in his Majefty's moft indubitable good- 
" nefs, that he will keep me from all fie- 
"judice, which I may otherwife fuffer 
•* by any defeft of formality in the de- 

" mand of my faid arrears. To for 

" a poor addition to his cabinet, I leave. 
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" as emblems of his attraftive virtues 
*^ and obliging noblenefs, my great Load- 
** ftone, and a piece of Amber of both 
*' kinds naturally united, and only differ- 
*' ing in degree of concoAion, which is 
'* thought fomewhat rare. Item, a piece 
" of Cryftal Sexangular (as they grow 
*' all) grafping divers feveral things with- 
*' in it, which I bought among the Rhae- 
*' tian Alps, in the very place where it 
grew ; recommending moft humbly 
unto his Lordfhip, the reputation of my 
*' poor name in the point of my debts, as 
** I have done to the forenamed Spiritual 
*' Lords, and am heartily forry that I have 
'^ no better token of my humble thank- 
*' fulnefs to his honoured perfon. Item, 
" I leave to Sir Francis Windebank, one 
" of his Majefty's principal Secretaries of 
** State, (whom I found my great friend 
" in point of neceffity,) the four Seafons 
*' of old Baflano, to hang near the eye in 
*' his parlour, (being in little form,) which 
'' I bought at Venice, where I firft enter- 
*' ed into his moft worthy acquaintance. 

P3 "To 
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** To the abovenamed Dr. fiargrave^ 
^* Dean of Canterbury, I leave all my Ita- 
** Han books not difpofed in this will. I 
** leave to him likewife my Viol de Gram- 
** ba, which hath been twice with me in 
^* Italy, in which country I firft contrafk- 
^* ed with him an unremoveable afFeftion. 
*^ To my other fupervifor, Mr. Nicholas 
** Pey, I leave my Cheft, or Cabinet of 
** Inftruments and Engines of all kinds of 
** ufes : in the lower box whereof are 
** fome * fit to be bequeathed to none but 
*' fo entire an honeft man as he is. I 
** leave him likewife forty pounds for his 
^' pains in the folicitation of my arrears ; 
'' and am forry that my ragged eftate can 
" reach no further to one that hath taken 
** fuch care for me in the fame kind, dur- 
*' ing all my foreign employments. To 
** the Library at Eaton College I leave 
« all my Manufcripts not before difpofed, 
*^ and to each of the Fellows a plain ring 

*■ In it were Italian locks, pick-locks, fcrews to force 
open doors, and many things of worth and rarity, that 
he had gathered in his foreign travel. 

«of 



SIR HENRY WOTTON. 015 

^^ of gold^ enameled blacky all iave the 

^^ verge^ wlthi this motto within^ Afnor 

** unit omnia* 

^' This is my laft will and teftament^ 

** fave what (hall be added by a fchedule 

^' thereunto annexed, written on the firft of 

** Oftober, in the prefent year of our Re- 

** demption, i^37> ^^^ fubfcribed by my- 

♦* felf, with the teAimony of thefe witnefles. 

" Henry WoTTON. 
'' Nich. Oudert. 

« Geo. Lafli/' 

And now, becaufe the mind of man 
is bed fatisiied by the knowledge of 
events, I think fit to declare, that every 
one that was named in his will did glad«- 
ly receive their legacies : by whichj and 
his mod juft and paffionate defires for the 
payment of his debts, they joined in af» 
filling the overfeers of his will ; and by 
their joint endeavours to the King (than 
whom none was more willing) confcion* 
able fati$fa£tion was given for his juft 
debts. 

The next thing wherewith I fhall ac- 
quaint the reader is, that he went ufually 

p 4 once 
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once a year, if not oftener, to the beloved 
BoAon Hall, where he would fey, ** He 
** found a cure for all cares, by the cheer- 
** ful company,** which he called ** the 
** living furniture of that place ;'* and " a 
** reftoration of his ftrength, by the con- 
" naturalnefs of" that which he called 
** his genial air.'* 

He yearly went alfo to Oxford. But 
the fummer before his death he changed 
that for a journey to Winchefter College, 
to which fchool he was firft removed from 
Bo6ton. And as he returned from Win- 
cheder towards Eton College, faid to a 
friend, his companion in that journey ; 
*' How ufeful was that advice of a holy 
** Monk, who perfuaded his friend to per^ 
^^ form his cujlomary devotions in a con^ 
^^ Jiant place J becaufe in that place we 
ujually meet with thofe very thoughts 
which pojfejfed us at our Iqft being there I 
** And I find it thus far experimen- 
*' tally true, that at my now being in 
" that fchool, and feeing that very place 
'* where I fat when I was a boy, occa- 
•* fioned me to remember thofe very 

** thoughts 
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^^ tfaoaghtB of my youth which then pof* 
^ fefled me : fweet thoughts indeed, that 
<< promifed my growing years numerous 
^^ pleafureS) without mixtures of cares, 
<^ and thofe to be enjoyed, when time 
^* (which I therefore thought How paced) 
^* had changed my youth into manhood* 
^^ But age and experience have taught 
** me that thofe were but empty hopes } 
** for I have always found it true, as my 
** Saviour did foretel, Sufficient far the day 
** IS the evil thereof Neverthelefs, I faw 
^ there a fucceffion of boys ufing the (ame 
<< recreations, and, queftionlefs, poflefled 
*^ with the fame thoughts that then po& 
** fefled me. Thus one generation fuc- 
*' ceeds another, both in their lives, re- 
** creations, hopes, fears, and death/' 

After his return from Winchefter t6 
Eton, which was about five months be* 
fore his death, he became much more re- 
tired and contemplative; in which time he 
was often vifited by Mr. John Hales^ 
(the learned Mr. John Hales,) then a 
Fellow of that College, to whom upon 
an occafion he fpake to this purpofe : ^^ I 

" have^ 
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^' have, in my paifage to my grave, met 
*' with moft of thofe joys of which a dif- 
'^ courfive foul is capable ; and been en- 
'^ tertained with more inferior pleafures 
^' than the fons of men are ufually made 
^^ partakers of: neverthelefs in this voy- 
^^ age I have not always floated on the 
*^ calm fea of content ; but have often 
'^ met with crofs winds and ftorms, and 
*^ with many troubles of mind and temp- 
^* tations to evil. And yet, though I 
** have been and am a man compafled 
** about with human frailties. Almighty 
*' God hath by his grace prevented me 
^' from making Jbipwreck of faith and a 
^^ good confciencej the thought of which 
*' is now the joy of .my heart, and I moft 
*^ humbly praife him for it : and I hum- 
'^ bly acknowledge that it was not my- 
*^ felf, but he that hath kept me to this 
*' great age, and let him take the glory 
*^ of his great mercy. — ^And, my dear 
*^ friend, I now fee that I draw near my 
" harbour of death ; that harbour that 
*^ will fecure me from all the future ftorms 
*' and waves of this refiJefs world ; and I 

'^ praife 
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*' praife God I am willing to leave it^ and 
^^ expeft a better ; that world wherein 
^' dwelletb rigbteoufnefs ; and I long for 

'' itr 

Thefe and the like expreffions were 
then uttered by him at the beginning of 
a feverifh diftemper, at which time he 
was alfo troubled with an afthma, or ftiort 
fpitting : but after lefs than twenty fits, 
by the help of familiar phyfic and a fpare 
diet, this fever abated, yet fo as to leave 
him much weaker than it found him ; 
and his afthma feemed alfo to be over- 
come in a good degree by his forbearing 
tobacco, which, as many thoughtfiil men 
do, he alfo had taken fomewhat immode- 
rately. This was his then prefent condi« 
tion, and thus he continued till about the 
end of Oftober, 1639, which was about a 
month before his death, at which time 
he again fell into a fever, which though 
he feemed to recover, yet thefe ftill left 
him fo weak, that they and thofe other 
common infirmities that accompany age, 
and were wont to vifit him like civil 

friends. 
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friends^ and after fome (hort time to leave 
him, came now both oftener and with 
more violence^ and at laft took up their 
conftant habitation with him, ftill weak- 
ening his body and abating his cheerful- 
nefs ; of both which he grew more fenfi- 
ble, and did the oftener retire into his 
ftudy, and there made many papers that 
had pafTed his pen, both in the days of 
his youth and in the bufy part of his life, 
ufelefs, by a fire made there to that pur- 
pofe. Thefe, and feveral unufual expref- 
(ions to his fervants and friends, feemed 
to foretel that the day of his death drew 
near ; for which he feemed to thofe many 
friends that obferved him, to be well pre- 
pared, and to be both patient and free 
from all fear, as feveral of his letters writ 
on this his laft fick-bed may teftify. And 
thus he continued till about the begin- 
ning of December following, at which 
time he was feized more violently with a 
quotidian fever, in the tenth fit of which 
fever, his better part, that part of Sir 
Henry Wotton which could not die, put 

off 
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off mortality with as much content and 
cheerfulnefs as human frailty is capable 
of, being then in great tranquillity of 
mind, and in perfect peace with God and 
man. 

And thus the circle of Sir Henry Wot- 
ton's life — that circle which began at 
Bofton, and in the circumference thereof 
did firft touch at Winchefter School, then 
at Oxford, and after upon fo many re- 
markable parts and paffages in Chriften- 
dom — that circle of his life was by death 
thus clofed up and completed, in the fe- 
venty-fecond year of his age, at Eton 
College, where, according to his will, he 
now lies buried, with his motto on a 
plain grave-ftone over him : dying wor- 
thy of his name and family, worthy of 
the love and favour of fo many princes, 
and perfons of eminent wifdom and learn- 
ing, worthy of the truft committed unto 
him, for the fervice of his prince and 
country. 

And all readers are requefted to be- 
lieve, that he was worthy of a more wor- 
thy pen, to have preferved his memory, 

and 
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and commended his merits to the imita- 
tion of pofterity, 

Iz. Wa. 



AN 

ELEGY ON SIR HENRY WOTTON, 

WRIT BY 

Mr. ABRAM CX)WLEY. 

W^HAT (hall we fay, iince (ilent now is he. 
Who when he fpoke all things would iilent be ! 
Who had fo many languages in ftore. 
That only Fame (hall fpeak of him in more. 
Whom England now no more returned muft fee ; 
He*8 gone to heaven, on his fourth embafly. 
On earth he travell'd often, not fo fay 
He'd been abroad to pafs loofe time away ; 
For in whatever land he chanc'd to come. 
He read the men and manners ; bringing home 
Their wifdom, learning, and their piety. 
As if he went to conquer, not to fee. 
So well he underftood the moft and beft 
Of tongues that Babel fent into the Weft ; 
Spoke them fo truly, that he had, you'd fwear. 
Not only liv*d, but been bom every wtiere. 
Juftly each nation's fpeech to him was known ; 
Who for the world was made, not us alone. 
Nor ought the language of that man be lefs. 
Who in his breaft had all things to exprefs : 
We fay that learning's endlefs, and blame Fate 
For not allowing life a longer date. 
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He did the utmoft bounds of knowUdge find. 
And found them qoI fo laige S3 was his mind ; 
Bm, like ihe brave Pelleaii youth, did moan, 
Becaufe that ail had no more worlds than one. 
And wlicn he faw that he through all had paft. 
He dy'd left he ihould idle grow at laft. 

A, Co. 
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TO THE READER. 

1 THINK it neceflary to inform my 
reader, that Dr. Gauden (thelateBi(hopof 
Worcefler) hath alfo lately wrote and pub- 
liftied the life of Mr. Hooker, And though 
this be not writ by defign to opjwfe what 
he hath truly written ; yet I am put upon 
a neceflity to fay, that in it there be many 
material mifiakes, and more omiflions. I 
conceive fome of his miftakes did pro- 
ceed from a belief in Mr. Thomas Fuller, 
who had loo haftily publiflied what he 
hath fince nioft ingenuoufly retraiied. 
And for the Bithop'a omiilions, I fiippofe 
his more weighty bufinefs and want of 
time made him pafs over many tilings 
■without that due examination, which my 
better leifure, my diligence, and my ac- 
cidental advantages, have made known 
unto me. 

And now for myfelf, I can fay, I hope, 

or rather know, there are no material 
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INTRODUCTION. 

J. HAVE been perfuaded, by a friend 
whom I reverence, and ought to obey, to 
write the Life of Richard Hooker, the 
happy author of five (if not more) of the 
eight learned books of The LaufS of Eccle- 
Jiajlical Polity. And though I have under- 
taken it, yet it hath been with fome un- 
willingnefs; becaufe I forefee that it muft 
prove to me, and efpecially at this time of 
my age. a work of much labour to en- 
quire, confider, refearch, and determina 
■what is needful to be known concerning 
him. For I knew him not in his life, and 
muft therefore not only look back to hia 
death, (now fixty-four years paft,) but al- 
nioft fifty years beyond that, even to his 
childhood and youth, and gather thence 
fucli obfervations and prognolUcs, as may 
at leaft adorn, if not prove neceffary for 
the completing of what I have under- 
taken. 

a 4 This 
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This trouble I forefee, and forefee alfo 
that it is impoffible to efcape cenfures; 
againft which I will not hope my well- 
meaning and diligence can protect me, 
(for I confider the age in which I live,) 
and fhall therefore but intreat of toy 
reader a fufpenfion of his cenfures, till I 
have made known unto him fome reafons, 
which I myfelf would now gladly be- 
lieve do make me in fome meafure fit for 
this undertaking: and if thefe reafons 
fliall not acquit me from all cenfures, they 
may at lead abate of their feverity, and 
this is all I can probably hope for. — My 
reafons follow. 

About forty years paft (for I am now 
pad the feventy of my age) I began a 
happy affinity with William Cranmer^ 
(now with God,) grand nephew unto the 
great Archbifhop of that name ; a family 
of noted prudence and refolution; with 
him and two of his fitters I had an entire 
and free friendfhip : one of them was the 
wife of Dr. Spencer, a bofom-friend and 
fometime com -pupil with Mr, Hooker in 
Corpus Chrifti College in Oxford, and af- 
ter 
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ter prefident of the fame. I name them 
here, for that I (hall have occafion to 
mention them in this following difcourfe ; 
as alfo George Cranmef their brother, of 
whofe ufeful abilities my reader may have 
a more authentic teftimony than my pen 
can purchafe for him, by that of our, 
learned Camden, and others. 

This William Cranmer and his two- 
fore-named fifters had fome affinity, and 8 
moil familiar friendfliip, with Mr. Hooker, 
and had had fome part of their education 
with him in his houfe, when he was parfon 
of Biftop's-Born near Canterbury; in 
which city their good father then lived* 
They had, I fay, a part of their education 
with him, as myfelf (ince that time a hap^ 
py cohabitation with them ; and having 
fome years before read part of Mr. HocIIl* 
er's works with great liking and fatisfae- 
tion, my affeftion to them made me a di- 
ligent inquifitor into many things that 
concerned him ; as namely, of his perfon^ 
his nature, the management of his time, 
his wife, hfs family, and the fortune of 
him and his. Which enquiry hath given 

me 
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me much advantage in the knowledge 
of what is now under my confideration, 
and intended for the fatisfaftion of my 
reader. 

I had alfo a friendfhip with the Reve- 
rend Dr. Ufher, the late learned Archbi- 
fhop of Armagh ; and with Dr. Morton^ 
the late, learned and charitable Bifliop of 
Durham ; as alfo with the learned John 
Hales, of Eton College ; and with them 
alfo (who loved the very name of Mr. 
Hooker) I have had many difcourfes con- 
cerning him ; and from them, and many 
others that have now put off mortality, I 
might have had more informations, if I 
could then have admitted a thought of 
any fitnefs for what by perfuafion I have 
now undertaken. But though that fiill 
harveft be irrecoverably loft^ yet my me- 
mory hath preferved fome gleanings, and 
my diligence made fuch additions to 
them, as I hope will prove ufeful to the 
completing of what I intend : in the diC- 
covery of which I fhall be faithful, and 
with this afluraiice put a peridd to my In- 
troduftion. 

TH£ 
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V 

It is not to be doubted^ but that 
Richard Hooker was born at Heavy-tree/ 
near, or within the precinftsy or in the 
dty of Exeter ; a city which may juftly. 
boaft, that it was the birth-place of him 
and Sir Thomas Bodley; as indeed tho 
county may, in which it ftands, that it 
hath fumiflied this nation with Bifhop 
Jewel, Sir Francis Drake, Sir Walter Ra« 
leigh, and many others, memorable for 
tlieir valour and learning. He was bom 
about the year of our Redemption 1553, 
and of parents that were not fo remarkable 
for their extradiion or riches, as for th^r 
virtue and induftry, and God's bleiBng 
upon both ; by which they were enabled 
to educate their children in fome degree 
of learning, of which our Richard Hooker 
may appear to be one fair teftimony, and 
that nature is not fo partial as always to 
give the great bleffings of wifdom and 

learn* 
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learning, and with them the greater blef- 
fings of virtue and government, to thofe 
only that are of a more high and honour- 
able birth. 

His complexion (if we may guefs by 
him at the age of forty) was fanguine, 
with a mixture of choler; and yet his 
motion was (low even in his youth, and 
fo was his fpeech, never exprefling an 
earneftnefs in either of them, but an hum- 
ble gravity fuitable to the aged. And it 
is obferved, (fo far as enquiry is able to 
look back at this diftance of time,) that 
at his being a fchool-boy he was an early 
queftionift, quietly inquifitive, " Why 
*' this was, and that was not, to be re- 
" membered ?" " Why this was granted, 
*' and that denied?" This being mixed 
with a remarkable modefty, and a fweet 
ferene quietnefs of nature, and with them 
a quick apprehenfion of many perplexed 
parts of learning, impofed then upon hira 
as a fcholar, made his mafter and others 
to believe him to have an inward bleffed 
divine light, and therefore to confider him 
to be a little wonder. For in that, chil-« 

dreQ 
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dren were lefs pregnant, lefs confident, 
and more malleable, than in this wiferi 
but not better, age. 

This meeknefs and conj unsure of 
knowledge, with modefty in his conver- 
fation, being obferved by his fohool-mafr 
ter, caufed him to perfuade his parents, 
{who intended him for an apprentice) to 
continue him at fchool till he could find 
out fome means, by perfuading his ndk 
uncle, or fome other charitable peribn, to 
eafe them of a part of their care and 
charge; afluring them, that their foQ 
was fo enriched with the bleffings of na;^ 
ture and grace, th^t God feemed to fingle 
him out as a fpeeial inftrum^t of hi^ 
glory. And the good man told them 
alfo, that he would double his diligence 
in inftrud;ing him, and would neither ex** 
peft nor receive any other reward, than 
the content of fo hopeful and happy an 
employment. r 

This was not unwelcome news, and 
efpecially to his. metheiVJo whom he was 
a dutiful an^ear child[/ and all partial 
were fo pleaf^ wiflTthis propofiU^ that it 

was 




^3^ THE LIFE OF 

. was refolved fo it fhould be. And in the 
mean time his parents and matter laid a 
foundation for his future happinefs, by in- 
ftilling into his foul the feeds of piety y thofe 
confcientious principles of loving and 
fearing God; of an early belief that be 
knows the very fecrets of our fouls ; thai he 
funifheth our vices^ and rewards our inno- 
cence ; that wejhould befre^from hypocri/y, 
and appear to man what we are to Gody 
hecaufe firfl or lafl the crafty man is catcbed 
in his own fnare. Thefe feeds of piety- 
were fo feafonably planted, and fo conti- 
nually watered with the daily dew of 
God's blefled Spirit, that his infant vir- 
tues grew into fuch holy habits, as did 
make him grow daily into more and more 
favour both with God and man \ which, 
with the great learning that he did after 
attain to, hath made Richard Hooker 
honoured in this, and will continue him 
to be fo to fucceeding generations. 

This good fchoolinafter, whofe name I 
am not able to recover, (and am forry, for 
that I would have given him a better me- 
morial in this humble monument^ dedi- 
cated 
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ated to the memory of his fcholar,) was 
very folicitous with John Hooker, then 
Chamberlain of Exeter, and uncle to our 
Richard, to take his nephew into hiscarQ, 
and to maintain hini for one year in thp 
Univerfity, and in the mean tinac to ufe 
his endeavours to procure au admiffion 
for him into fome College, though it 
were but in a mean degree ; ftill urging 
and affuring bim, that his charge would 
not continue long ; for the lad's leami|3g 
and manners were both fo remarkable, 
that they muft of neqeffity be takep 
notice of; and that doubtlefs Grod would 
provide him fome fecond patron, that 
would free bim and his parents from their 
future care and charge. 

Thefe reafons, with theafFefbionate rhe- 
toric of his good mafter, and Grod's blef- 
fing upon both^ procured from his uiicle 
a faithful promife, that h^ would take 
him into his care and charge before thb 
expiration of the year following, which 
was performed by him, and with the af» 
(iftance of the learned Mr. John Jewel ; 
of whom this may be noted, that be left^ 

or 
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or was about the firft of Queen Mary's 
reign expelled out of Corpus Chrifti Col- 
lege in Oxford, (of which he was a Fel- 
low,) for adhering to the truth of thofe 
principles of religion, to which he had af- 
fented and given teftimony in the days of 
her brother and predeceflbr, Edward VI ; 
and this John Jewel having within afliort 
time after a juft caufe to fear a more 
heavy punifliment than expulfion, was 
forced, by forfaking this, to feek fafety in 
another nation, and, with that fafety, the 
enjoyment of that do6lrine and worfliip 
for which he fuffered. 

But the cloud of that perfecution and 
fear ending with the life of Queen Mary, 
the affairs of the Church and State did 
then look more clear and comfortable ; 
fo that he, and with him many others of 
the fame judgment, made a happy return 
into England about the firft of Queen 
Elizabeth ; in which year this John Jewel 
was fent a commiffioner or vifitor of the 
churches of the weftern parts of this 
kingdom, and efpecially of thofe in De- 
vonfhire, in which county he was born ; 

and 
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and then and there he contradled a friend- 
fhip with John Hooker^ the uncle of our 
Richard. 

About the fecond or third year of her 
reign, this John Jewel was made Bifhop 
of Salifbury ; and there being always ob- 
ferved in him a willingnefs to do good^ 
and to oblige his friends, and now a 
power added to this willingnefs; this John 
Hooker gave him a vifit ih Salifbury, " and 
" befought him for charity's fake to look 
*^ favourably upon a poor nephew of his, 
^* whom nature had fitted for a fcholar ; but 
** the eftate of his parents was fo narrowj^ 
that they were unable to give him the 
advantage of learning; and that the Bi- 
(hop would therefore become his patron^ 
^' and prevent him from being a tradef- 
*^ man ; for he was a boy of remarkable 
** hopes.** And though the Bifhop knew 
men do not ufually look with an indifferent 
eye upon their own children and relations; 
yet he affented fo far to John Hooker^ 
that he appointed the boy and his fchool* 
mafler fhould attend him, about Eajfter 
next following, at that place : which was 
VOL. i« R done 
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done accordingly ; and then, after fome 
queftions and obfervations of the boy's 
learning, and gravity, and behaviour, the 
Bifhop gave his fchoolmafter a reward, and 
took order for an annual penfion for the 
boy's parents ; promifing alfo to take him 
into his care for a future preferment ; 
which he perfonned : for about the fif- 
teenth year of his age, which was anno 
1567, he was by the Bifliop appointed to 
remove to Oxford, and there to attend 
Dr. Cole, then Prefident of Corpus Chrif- 
ti College. Which he did; and Dr. Cole 
had (according to a promife made to the 
Biftiop) provided for him both a tutor 
(which was faid to be the learned Dr. 
John Reynolds) and a clerk's place in that 
college : which place, though it were not 
a full maintenance, yet with the con-*, 
tribution of his uncle, and the continued 
penfion of his patron, the good BiOiopi 
gave him a comtbf table fubfiftence. And 
in this condition he continued unto the 
eighteenth year of his age, ftill increafing 
in learning and prudence, and fo much in 
humility and piety, that he feemed to be 

filled 
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filled with the Holy Ghoft, and even, like 
St. John Baptift, to be fandified from bis 
mother's womb, who did often bid's the 
day in which (he bare him. 

About this time of his age he fell into 
a dangerous ficknefs, which lafted two 
months ; all which time his mother, hav- 
ing notice of it, did in her hourly prayers 
as eamefily beg his life of God, as Monica^ 
the mother of St. Auguftine, did that be 
might become a true Chriftian ; and their 
prayers were both fo heard as to be grant- ' 
ed. Which Mr. Hooker would pften 
mention with much joy, and as oftenpray 
*^ that he might never live to occafion 
** any forrow to fo good a mother ; of 
*^ whom he would often lay, be loved 
^^ her fo dearly, that he would endeavour 
*^ to be good, even as much for ber's, as 
" for his own fake." 

As foon as he was perfeftly recovered 
from this ficknefs, he took a joiumey from 
Oxford to Exeter, to iktisfy and fee* his 
good mother, being accompanied with a 
countryman and companion of bis own 
college, and both on fooC| whicb w$ 
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then either more in fafliion, or want of 
money, or their humility made it fo : but 
on foot they went, and took Salilbury 
in their way, purpofely to fee the good 
Bifhop, who made Mr. Hooker and his 
companion dine with him at his own ta- 
ble ; which Mr. Hooker boafted of with 
much joy and gratitude when he faw his 
mother and friends : and at the Bifhop's 
parting with him, the Biftiop gave hitti 
good counfel, and his benediftion, but 
forgot to give him money ; which when 
the Bifliop had confidered, he fent a fer- 
vant in all hafte to call Richard back to 
him ; and at Richard's return, the Bifiiop 
faid to him, " Richard, I fent for you 
" back to lend you a horfe, which hath 
^' carried me many a mile, and, I thank 
•^ God, with much eafe 2" and prefently 
delivered into his hand a walking-ftafi^ 
with which he profefled he had travelled 
through many parts of Germany. And 
he faid, " Richard, I do not give, but 
** lend you my horfe : be fure you be 
^* honeft, and bring my horfe hack to me 
*^ at your return this way to Oxford. 

''And 
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*^ And I do now givfii you ten groats, to. 
'* bear your charges to Exeter j and hero 
^f 18 ten groats more, which I charge you 
to deliver to your mother, and tell her 
I fend her a Bilhop's benedi£tioo with 
it, and beg the continuance of her 
'^ prayers for me. And }f you bring my 
" horfe back to me, I will give you ten 
^^ groats more, to carry you on foot to tl^^ 
<^ college : ^nd fo God blefs you, goofi 
'f Richard." 

And this, you may believe, was poiv 
formed by both parties^ But, aUs I iim 
nex): n^ws that followed Mr. Hooker to 
Oxford was, that his learned and charita« 
ble patron had changed this for a better 
life. Which happy change may b^ be* 
lieved, for that as he lived) fo he-dMy 
in devout meditation andpmy^; audio 
both fo zealoufly, that it became anlU. 
gious queftion, '< Whether bis laft- i^pit 
'^ culations, or his foul, did firft enter is^tf^. 
" heaven ?*' .^, 

And now Mr. Hooker became a man 
of forrow and fear: of forrowj for ih^ 
lofs of fo dear and comfortable a patroii | 

R 3 and 
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and of fear, for his future fubfiftence. But 
Dr. Cole raifed his fpirits from this de- 
jeftion, by bidding him go cheerfully to 
his ftudies^ and afluring him^ he (hould 
neither want food nor raiment, (which 
was the utmoft of his hopes,) for he 
would become his patron. 

And fo he was for about, nine months, 
and not longer ; for about that time this 
following accident did befall Mr. Hooker. 

Edwin Sandys (fometime Bilhop of 
London, and after Archbiftiop of York) 
had alfo been in the days of Queen Mary 
forced, by forfaking this, to feek fefety 
in another nation ; where, for fome years, 
Bifhop Jewel and he were companions at 
bed and board in Germany ; and where, 
in this their exile, they did often eat the 
bread of forrow, and by that means they 
there began fuch a friendfhip, as lafted 
till the death of Bifhop Jewel, which 
was in September 157 1* A little before 
which time the two Bifliops meeting. 
Jewel had an occaiion to begin a dory of 
his Richard Hooker, and in it gave fuch 
a chara£ter of his learning and manners^ 

that 
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that though Bi(hop Sandys was educated 
in Cambridge, where he had obliged and 
had many friends ; yet his refolution was, 
that his fon Eldwin (hould be fent to 
Corpus Chrifti College in Oxford, and 
by all means be pupil to Mr. Hooker» 
though his fon Edwin was not much 
younger than Mr. Hooker then was : for 
the Bifhop faid, *^ I will have a tutor for 
*^ my fon, that (hall teach him learning 
" by inftruftion, and virtue by example ; 
** and my greateft care (hall be of the laft; 
*^ and (God willing) this Richard Hooker 
*' (hall be the man into whofe hands I will 
'* commit my Eld win." And the Bifhop 
did fo about twelve months, or not much 
longer, after this refolution . 

And doubtlefs, as to thefe two, a bet- 
ter choice could not be made ; for Mr. 
Hooker was now in the nineteenth year 
of his age ; had fpent Ave in the Univer- 
fity; and had, by a conftant unwearied 
diligence, attained unto a perfection in all 
the learned languages ; by the help of 
which, an excellent tutor, and his. unin* 
termitted ftudies, he had made the fub- 

a 4 tilty 



148 THE LIFE OF 

tilty of all the arts eafy aod lamiliar to 
him, and ufeful for the difcovery of fuch 
learning as lay bid trom common fearch- 
ers. So that by thefe, added to his great 
reafon, and his retUels induftry added to 
both, be did not orUy hnoiv more of cemfet 
anil effeBs ; hut what he knetv be knew bet- 
ter than other men. And with this know- 
ledge he had a moll bleffed and clear 
method of demonftrating what he knew, 
to the great advantage of all his pupils, 
(which in time were many,) but efpeci- 
ally to his two firft, his dear Edwin San- 
dys, and his as dear George Cranmer; of 
which there will be a fair teftimony in 
the enfuing relation. 

This for Mr. Hooker's learning. And 
for bis behaviour, amongft other teftimo- 
nies, this Hill remains of him, that in four 
years he was but twice abfent from the 
chapel prayers; and that his behaviour 
there was fuch as fhewed an awful reve- 
rence of that God which he then worlhip- 
ped and prayed to; giving all outward 
teflimonies tbat his affeftions were iet on 
heavenly things. This was his behaviour 
towards 
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towards God; and for that to man, it is 
obfervable, that he was never known to 
be angry, or paffionate, or extreme in any 
of his defires ; never heard to repine or 
difpute with Providence, but, by a quiet 
gentle fubniiffion and refignation of his 
will to the wifdom of his Creator, bore 
the burthen of the day with patience; 
never heard to utter an uncomely word ; 
and by this, and a grave behaviour, which 
is a divine charm, he begot an early re- 
verence unto his perfon, even from thofe 
that at other times, and in other compa- 
nies, took a liberty to caft off that ftrift- 
nefs of behaviour and difcourfe that is 
required in a collegiate life. And when 
he took any liberty to be pleafant, his 
wit was never blemiflied with fcoffing, or 
the utterance of any conceit that border- 
ed upon or might beget a thought of 
loofenefs in his hearers. . Thus mild, thus 
innocent and exemplary was his behaviour 
in his college ; and thus this good man 
continued till his death ; ftill increafing in 
learning, in patience, and piety. 

In this nineteenth year of his age he 

was^ 
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was, December 24, 1573, admitted to bo 
one of the twenty fcholars of the founda- 
tion; being eleded and fo admitted as 
bom in Devon or Hampiliire; out of which 
counties a certain number are to be 
ele£led in vacancies by the Founder's 
ftatutes. And now as he was much en- 
couraged ; fo now he was perfedHy incor- 
porated into this beloved college, which 
was then noted for an eminent library, 
ftrii^ ftudents, and remarkable fcholars. 
And indeed it may glory, that it had 
Cardinal Poole, but more that it had 
Bifhop Jewel, Dr. John Reynolds, and 
Dr. Thomas Jackfon, of that foundation* 
The firft famous for his learned " Apology 
*^ for the Church of England," and his 
•* Defence of it againft Harding." The 
fecond, for the learned and wife manage 
of a public difpute with John Hart, of 
the Romifli perfuafion, about the head and 
faith of the Church, and after printed by 
confent of both parties. And the third, 
for his mod excellent *' Expofition of the 
** Creed,'' and other treatifes ; all fuch as 
have given greateft fatisfadion to men of 

the 
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the greateft learning. Nor was Dr. Jack- 
fon more note-worthy for his learning, 
than for his drift and pious life, teftified 
by his abundant love, and meeknefs, and 
charity to all men. 

And in the year 1576, February 33, Mr. 
Hooker's grace was given him for Incep- 
tor of Arts ; Dr. Herbert Weftphaling, a 
man of note for learning, being then Vice- 
CJiancellor: and the A&. following he 
was completed Mafter, which was anno 
1577, his patron, Dr. Cole, being Vice- 
Chancellor that year, and his dear friend, 
Henry Savil of Merton College, being 
then one of the ProAors. It was that 
Henry Savil, that was after Sir Henry 
Savil, Warden of Merton College, and 
Provoft of Eton ; he which founded in 
Oxford two famous leftures, and endowed 
them with liberal maintenance. 

It was that Sir Henry Savil, that tranf- 
lated and enlightened the ^^ Hiftory of 
" Cornelius Tacitus," with a mod excel- 
lent comment; and enriched the world 
by his laborious and chargeable collefting 
the icattered pieces of St. Chryfoftom, 

and 
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and the publication of them in one entire 
body in Greek; in which language he 
was a moft judicious critic. It was this 
Sir Henry Savil that had the happinefs to 
be a contemporary and familiar friend to 
Mr. Hooker j and let pofterity know it. 

And in this year of 1577, he was fo 
happy as to be admitted Fellow of the 
college; happy alfo in being the contem- 
porary and friend of that Dr. John Rey- 
nolds^ of whom I have lately fpoken, and 
of Dr. Spencer; both which were after 
and fucceffively made Prefidents of Cor- 
pus Chrifti College; men of great learn- 
ing and merit, and famous in their gene- 
rations. 

Nor was Mr. Hooker more happy in 
his contemporaries of his time and col- 
lege, than in the pupilage and friendfliip 
of his Edwin Sandys and George Cran- 
mer ; of whom my reader may note, that 
this Edwin Sandys was after Sir Edwin 
Sandys, and as famous for his ^^ Speculum 
*^ Europae," as his brother George for 
making pofterity beholden to his pen by 
ji learned relation and comment on his 

dangerous 
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dangerous and remarkable travels^ and 
for his harmonious tranilation of the 
Pfalms of David^ the Book of Job^ and 
other poetical parts of holy writ, into 
mod high and elegant verfe. And for 
Cranmer, his other pupil^ I (hall refer 
my reader to the printed teftimonies of 
our learned Mr. Camden^ of Fines Morn- 
fbn, and others. . 

*' This Cranmer/* (lays Mr. Cam^ 
den, in his Annals of Queen Elizabeth,} 
^' whofe Chridian name was George, was 
<^ a gentleman of fingular hopes^ the 
*^ eldeft fon of Thomas Cranmer, fon of 
^^ Edmund Cranmer, the Archbifhop's 
^^ brother : he fpent much of his youth 
<^ in Corpus Chrifti College in QxfiiHtl, 
<^ where he continued Mafier of Arts for 
<< fome time before he removed, and then 
^* betook himfelf to travel, accompanying 
'^ that worthy gentleman Sir Edwin 
" Sandys into France, Germany, and 
'^ Italy, for the fpace of three years; and 
^^ after their happy return, he betook 
^^ himfelf to an employment under Se* 
^^ cretary Davifon, a Privy CJ!ounfellor of 

" note. 
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*^ note, who, for an unhappy undertaking, 
'^ became clouded and pitied : after whofe 
'* fall, he went in place b( fecretary with 
*^ Sir Henry Killegrew in his embaflage 
** into France : and after his death he was 
** fought after by the mod noble Lord 
** Mountjoy, with whom he went into 
^^ Ireland, where he remained until in a 
** battle againft the rebels near Carling- 
** ford, an unfortunate wound put an end 
'^ both to his life, and the great hopes 
that were conceived of him, he being 
then but in the thirty- fixth year of his 
« age." 

Betwixt Mr. Hooker and thefe his two 
pupils there was a facred friendfhip; a 
friendfhip made up of religious principles, 
which increafed daily by a fimilitude of 
inclinations to the fame recreations and 
ftudies ; a friendfhip elemented in youtb^ 
and in an univerfity, free from felf-ends, 
which the friendfhips of age ufually are 
not. And in this fweet, this blefled, this 
fpiritual amity, they went on for many 
years : and as the holy Prophet faith, fo 
they took fweet counfel together y and walked 

im 
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in the boufe of God as friends. By which 
means they improved this friendfliip to 
fuch a degree of holy amity, as bordered 
upon heaven ; a friendfhip fo facred, that 
when it ended in this world, it began in 
that next, where it (hall have no end. 

And, though this world cannot give 
any degree of pleafure equal to fuch a 
friendftiip; yet obedience to parents, and 
a defire to know the affairs, manners, 
laws, and learning of other nations, that 
they might thereby become the more fer- 
viceable unto their own, made them put 
off their gowns, and leave the college, 
and Mr. Hooker to his ftudies, in which 
he was daily more ailiduous, ftill enrich<^ 
ing his quiet and capacious foul with the 
precious learning of the philofophers^ 
cafuifls, and fchoolmen; and with them 
the foundation and reafon of all laws, both 
facred and civil; and indeed with fuch 
other learning as lay moft remote from the 
track of common fludies. And as he was 
diligent in thefe, fo he feemed reliefs in 
fearching thefcopeand intention of Grod*8 
fpirit revealed to mankind in the (acred 

Scripture: 
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Scripture: for the underftanding of which, 
he feemed to be affifted by the fame fpirit 
with which they were written ; he that 
regardeth truth in the inward parts, mak- 
ing him to underftand wifdom fecretly. 
And the good man would often fay, 
that ^' God abhors confufion as contrary 
** to his nature ;" and as often fay, *' That 
** the Scripture was not writ to beget 
^' difputations, and pride, and oppofition 
" to government ; but charity and humi- 
*^ lity, moderation, obedience to autho- 
** rity, and peace to mankind;'' of which 
virtues, he would as often fay, no man 
did ever repent himfelf on his death- 
bed. And that this was really his judg- 
ment, did appear in his ftiture writ- 
ings, and in all the a6lions of his life. 
Nor was this excellent man a Granger to 
the more light and airy parts of learning, 
as mu(ic and poetry ; all which he had 
digeiled, and made ufeful; and of all 
which the reader will have a fair teflimony 
in what will follow. 

In the year 1579, the Chancellor of 
the Univerfity was given to underftand, 

that 
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that the public Hebrew Lefture was not 
read according to the ftatutes ; nor could 
be, by reafon of a diftemper, that had then 
feized the brain of Mr. Kingfinill, who 
was to read it ; fo that it lay long unread, 
to the great detriment of thofe that were 
ftudious of that language. Therefore the 
Chancellor writ to his Vice-Chancellor, 
and the Univerfity, that he had heard 
fuch commendations of the excellent 
knowledge of Mr. Richard Hooker in 
that tongue, that he defired he might be 
procured to read it : and he did, and con- 
tinued to do fo till he left Oxford. 

Within three months after his under- 
taking this Lefture, (namely in 06lober 
1579,) he was with Dr. Reynolds and 
others expelled his college ; and this let- 
ter, tranfcribed from Dr. Reynolds's own 
hand, may give fome account of it. 

To Sir Francis Knolles. 

" I am forry. Right Honourable, that 

'^ I am enforced to make unto you fuch 

** a fuit, which I cannot move, but [ 

*^ muft complain of the unrighteous deal- 

VOL. I. s " ing 
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was^ December 24, 15739 admitted to be 
one of the twenty fcholars of the founda- 
tion; being eleded and fo admitted as 
born in Devon or Hampiliire; out of which 
counties a certain number are to be 
ele£ted in vacancies by the Founder's 
ftatutes. And now as he was much en- 
couraged ; fo now he was perfedly incor- 
porated into this beloved college, which 
was then noted for an eminent library, 
&n& ftudents, and remarkable fcholars. 
And indeed it may glory, that it had 
Cardinal Poole, but more that it had 
Bifhop Jewel, Dr. John Reynolds, and 
Dr. Thomas Jackfon, of that foundation* 
The firft famous for his learned ^* Apology 
for the Church of England," and his 
Defence of it againft Harding." The 
fecond, for the learned and wife manage 
of a public difpute with John Hart, of 
the Romifli perfuafion, about the head and 
faith of the Church, and after printed by 
confent of both parties. And the third, 
for his mod excellent *' Expofition of the 
** Creed,'' and other treatifes ; all fuch as 
have given greateft fatisfa£tion to men of 

the 
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the greateft learning. Nor was Dr. Jack- 
fon more note-worthy for his learning, 
than for his drift and pious life, teftified 
by his abundant love, and meeknefs, and 
charity to all men. 

And in the year 1576, February 33, Mr. 
Hooker's grace was given him for Incep- 
tor of Arts ; Dr. Herbert Weftphaling, a 
man of note for learning, being then Vice- 
Cjaancellor: and the Aft following he 
was completed Mafter, which was anno 
1577, his patron, Dr. Cole, being Vice- 
Chancellor that year, and his dear friend, 
Henry Savil of Merton College, being 
then one of the Proftors. It was that 
Henry Savil, that was after Sir Henry 
Savil, Warden of Merton College, and 
Provoft of Eton ; he which founded in 
Oxford two famous leftures, and endowed 
them with liberal maintenance. 

It was that Sir Henry Savil, that tranf- 
lated and enlightened the " Hiftory of 
" Cornelius Tacitus," with a mod excel- 
lent comment; and enriched the world 
by his laborious and chargeable collefting 
the icattered pieces of St. Chryfoftom, 

and 
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an argument of God's disfavour; for he 
was a virtuous man. I (hall not yet give 
the like teftimony of his wife, but leave 
the reader to judge by what follows. But 
to this houfe Mr. Hooker came fo wet, fo 
weary, and weather-beaten, that he was 
never known to exprefs more paffion, than 
againft a friend that diffuaded him from 
footing it to London, and for finding him 
no eafier an horfe, (fuppofing the horfe 
trotted when he did not ;) and at this time 
alfo, fuch a faintnefs and fear poflefled 
him, that he would not be perfuaded two 
days reft and quietnefs, or any other 
njeans could be ufed to make him able to 
preach his Sunday's fermon : but a warm 
bed, and reft, and drink proper for a 
cold, given him by Mrs. Churchman, and 
her diligent attendance added unto it, 
enabled him to perform the office of the 
day, which was in or about the year 
1581. 

And in this firft public appearance to 
the world, he was not fo happy as to be 
free from exceptions againft a point of 
dodirine delivered in his fermon ; which 

wasj 
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was, ^^ That in God there were two wills; 
'^ an antecedent and a confequent will : 
" his firft will, That all mankind fliould 
" be faved ; but his fecond will was, That 
'' thofe only fhould be faved, that did live 
^^ anfwerable to that degree of grace 
*^ which he had offered or afforded them.'* 
This feemed to crofs a late opinion of 
Mr. Calvin's, and then taken for granted 
by many that had not a capacity to exa- 
mine it, as it had been by him before, and 
hath been fince by Mafter Henry Mafon, 
Dr. Jackfon, Dr. Hammond, and others of 
great learning, who believe that a con- 
trary opinion intrenches upon the honour 
and juflice of our merciful God. How he 
juflified this, I will not undertake to de- 
clare ; but it was not excepted again ft (as 
Mr. Hooker declares in his rational anfwer 
to Mr. Travers) by John Elmer, then 
Bifliop of London, at this time one of 
his auditors, and at laft one of his advo- 
cates too, when Mr. Hooker was accufed 
for it. 

But the juftifying of this doftrine did 
not prove of fo bad confequence, as the 

s 3 . kind- 



. I 




%62 THE LIFE OP 

kindnefs of Mrs. Churchman's curing him 
of his late diftemper and cold ; for that 
was fo gratefiiUy apprehended by Mr, 
Hooker, that he thought himfelf bound 
in confcience to believe all that (he faid : 
fo that the good man came to be perfuad- 
ed by her, *^ that he was a man of a 
'^ tender conftltution ;" and 'J that it waif 
" beft for him to have a wife, that might 
" prove a nurfe to him j fuch an one a^ 
** might both prolong his life, and make 
*' it more comfortable ; and fuch a one 
(he could and would provide for him, 
if he thought fit to marry." And he 
not confidering, that the children of this 
n.uorld are wifer in their generation than 
the children of light ; but, like a true Na- 
thaniel, fearing no guile, becaufe he meant 
none, did give her fuch a power asEleazer 
was trufted with, (you may read it in the 
book of Genefis,) when he was fent to 
choofe a wife for Ifaac ; for even fo h^ 
trufted her to choofe for him, promifing 
upon a fair fummons to return to London, 
and accept of her choice ; and he did fo 
in that or about the year following. 

Now, 
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Now, the wife provided for him was her 
daughter Joan, who broqght faitn neither 
beauty nor portion ; and for her cottditioiis, 
they , were too like that wife's, which it 
by Solomon compared to a dripping 
houfe : fo that the good man had no rea- 
fon to rejoice in the wife of bU youth ; but 
too juft caufe to fay with the holy Pro* 
phet, Wo is mey that I am conjhrained io 
have my habitation in the tents of Kedar ! 

This choice of Mr. Hooker's (if it were 
his choice) may be wondered at : but let 
us confider that the Prophet Ezekiel fays. 
There is a wheel within a wheel 5 a fecret 
facred wheel of Providence, (moft vifible 
in marriages,) guided by his hand, that 
allows not the race to fbefwiftj nor bread to 
the wifey nor good wives to good men : 
and he that can bring good out of evil 
(for mortals are blind to this reafon) only 
knows why this blefllng was denied to ■ 
patient Job, to meek Mofes, and to our 
as meek and patient Mr. Hooker. But fo 
it was ; and let the reader ceafe to won- 
der, for a0idion is a divine diet 5 whtch 
though it be not pleaiing to mankindt yist 

8 4 Abnighty 
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Almighty God hath often, very often, im- 
pofud it as good, though bitter phyfic to 
thofe children, whofe fouls are dearell to 
him. 

And by this marriage the good man wa» 
drawn from the tranquillity of his college ; 
from that garden of piety, of pleafure, of 
peace, and a fweet converfation, into the 
thorny wildernefs of a bufy world ; in- 
to thofe corroding cares that attend a 
married priL'ii, and a country parfonage ; 
which was Draiton Beauchanip in Buck- 
inghamfliire, not far from Ailftmry, and 
in the diocefe of Lincoln ; to which he 
was prefcnted by John Cheney, Efq. 
(then patron of it) the ninth of Decem- 
ber, Z584, where he behaved himfelf fo 
as to give no occafion of evil, but (as St. 
Paul advifeth a mijiifter of God) in much 
paliencii, in njjiiiliovs, in angu't/hes, tn ne- 
cejftlies, in povcrlf, and no doubt in long 
fuff'ering ; yet troubling no man with hia 
difcontents and wants. 

And in this condition he continued 
about a year ; in which time his two 
pupils, Edwin Sandys and George Cran- 
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mer, took a journey to fee their tutor; 
where they found him with a book in 
his hand, (it was the Odes of Horace,) 
he being then like humble and innocent 
Abel, tending his fmall allotment of flieep 
in a common field; which he told his pu- 
pils he wiis forced to do then, for that 
his fervant was gone home to dine, and 
adift his wife to do fome necefiary houfe- 
hold bufinefs. But when his fervant re- 
turned and releafed him, then his two 
pupils attended him unto his houfe, where 
their bell entertainment was his quiet 
company, which was prefently denied 
them ; for Rkhind uuis called to rock the 
cradle] and the reft of their welcome 
was fo like this, that they ftaid but till 
next morning, which was time enough to 
difcover and pity their tutor's condition : 
and they having in that time rejoiced in 
the remembrance, and then paraphrafed 
on many of the innocent recreations of 
their younger days, and other like diver- 
fions, and thereby given him as much 
pre (cut comfort as they were able, they 
were forced to leave him to the company 

of 
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of his wife Joan, and feek themfelves a 
quieter lodging for next night. But at 
their parting from him, Mr. Cranmer faid, 
f^ Good tutor, I am forry your lot is fallen 
f^ in no better ground, as toyourparfonage; 
' and more forry that your wife proves 
' not a more comfortable companion, 
^ after you have wearied yourfelf in your 
^ reftlefs ftudies." To whom the good 
man replied, ^* My dear George, if faints 

• have ufually a double fhare in the mife-^ 
^ ries of this lifp, I, that am none, ought 
^ not to repine at what my wife Creator 

* hath appointed for me ; but labour (as 
^ indeed I do daily) to fubmit mine to 
^ his will, and poflefs my foul in patience 
' and peace.'' 

At their return to London, Edwin Sandys 
acquaints his father, who was then Arch- 
bifhop of York, with his tutor's fad condi- 
tion, and folicits for his removal to fome 
benefice that might give him a more quiet 
and a more comfortable fubfiftence; which 
his father did moft willingly grant him, 
vi'^hen it (liould next fall into his power. 
And not long after this time, which was 

in 
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in the year 1585, Mr. Alvy (Mafter of the 
Temple) died, who was a man of a drift 
life, of great learning, and of fo venerable 
behaviour, as to gain fo high a degree of 
love iind reverence from all men, that he 
was generally known by the name of Fa- 
ther Alvy. And at the Temple -reading, 
next after the death of this Father Alvy, 
he the faid Archbifliop of York being then 
at dinner with the Judges, the Reader, 
and Benchers of that fociety, met with a 
general condolcment for the death of Fa- 
ther Alvy, and with a high commenda- 
tion of his faint-like life, and of his great 
merit both towards God and man ; and as 
they bewailed his death, fo they wiflied for 
a like pattern of virtue and learning to 
fucceed him. And here came in a fair 
occafion for the Bifhop to commend Mr. 
Hooker to Father Alvy's place, which he 
did with fo effeftual an earneftnefs, and 
that feconded with fo many other tefti- 
monics of his worth, that Mr. Hooker 
was lent for from Draiton Beauchamp to 
London, and there the mafter fliip of the 
Temple propofed unto him by the Bifliop, 

as 
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as a greater freedom from his country 
cares, the advantage of a better fociety, 
and a more hberal penfion than his coun- 
try parfonage did afford him. But thefe 
reafons were not powerful enough to in- 
cline him to a willing acceptance of it : 
his wifli was rather to gain a better coun- 
try living, where he might " fee God's 
'* bl effing fpring out of the earth, and be 
** free from noife," (fo he expreffed the de- 
fire of his heart,) "and eat that bread which 
" he might more properly call his own, in 
^^ privacy and quietnefs." But, notwith- 
ftanding this averfencfs, he was at laft 
perfuaded to accept of the Bifliop*s pro- 
pofal, and was by * patent for life made 
Mailer of the Temple the 17th of March, 



^ This you may find in the Temple Records. Will. 
Ermllead was Mailer of the Temple at the diflblution 
of the Priory, and died z Eliz. 

Richard Alvy, Bat. Divinity, Pat, 13 Feb. z Eliz. 
Magi ft er five Cuftos DomQs et Ecclefiae novi Templi^ 
died 27 Eliz. 

Richard Hooker fucceeded that year by patent, in tcr. 
minis, as Alvy had it, and he left it 33 Eliz. 

That year Dr. Belgey fucceeded Richard Hooker. 

1583* 
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1585, he being then in the 34th year of 
his age. 

And here I (hall make a flop ; and, that 
the reader may the better judge of what 
follows, give him a charafter of the 
times, and temper of the people of this 
nation, when Mr. Hooker had his admif- 
fion into this place ; a place which he ac- 
cepted, rather than defired : and yet here 
he promifed himfelf a virtuous quietnefs, 
that bleffed tranquillity which he aUvays 
prayed and laboured for, that fo he might 
in peace bring forth the fruits of peace, 
and glorify God by uninterrupted prayers 
and praifes. For this he always thirfted 
and prayed : but Almighty God did not 
grant it ; for his admiflion into this placq 
was the very beginning of thofe oppofi- 
tions and anxieties, which till then this 
good man was a ftranger to ; and of 
which the reader may guefs by what fol- 
lows. 

In this charafter of the times I fliall, 
by the reader's favour, and for his informa- 
tion, look fo far back as to the beginning 
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; a time, 

in 
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in which the many pretended titles to 
the crown, the frequent treafons, the 
doubts of her fucceflbr, the late civil 
war, and the fharp pcri'ecution for reli- 
gion that raged to the effiifion of fo 
much blood in the reign of Queen Marjr, 
were fre(h in the memory of all men 5 
and begot fears in the moft pious and 
wifeft of this nation, left the like days 
fhould return again to them, or their pre- 
fent pofterity. And the apprehenfion of 
thefe dangers begot a hearty defire of a 
fettlement in the Church and State 5 be- 
lieving there was no other probable way 
left to make them fit quietly under theif 
own vines and fig-trees, and enjoy the de- 
fired fruit of their labours. But time, and 
peace, and plenty, begot felf-endsj and 
thefe begot animofities, envy, oppofition, 
and unthankfulnefs for thofe very bleifings 
for which they lately thirfted, being then 
the very utmoft of their defires, and even 
beyond their hopes. 

This was the temper of the times in 
the beginning of her reign ; and thus it 
continued too long 5 for thofe very people 

that 
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peace ; and more like the Devil, who is 
not a glutton, nor can be drunk, and yet 
is a Devil : but I mean thofe fpiritual wick- 
ednefles of malice and revenge, and an op- 
pofition to government : men that joyed to 
be the authors of mifery, which is proper- 
ly his work that is the enemy and difturber 
of mankind ; and thereby greater finners 
than the glutton or drunkard, though 
fome will not believe it. And of this party 
there were alfo many, whom prejudice and 
a furious zeal had fo blinded, as to make 
them neither to hear reafon, nor adhere 
to the ways of peace ; men, that were the 
very dregs and peft of mankind ; men, 
whom pride and felf- conceit had made to 
overvalue their own pitiful crooked wif- 
dom fo much, as not to be afhamed to 
hold foolifh and unmannerly difputes 
againft thofe men whom they ought to 
reverence, and thofe laws which they 
ought to obey ; men, that laboured and 
joyed firft to find out the faults, and then 
to fpeak evil of government, and to be 
the authors of confufion ; men, whom 
company, and converfation, and cuflom 
had at laft fo blinded, and made fo infen- 
VOL. I. T iibl« 
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fible that thefe were fins, that, like thofe 
that periihed in the gainfaying of Core^ 
fo thefe died without repenting of thefe 
fpiritual wickednefles ; of which the prac- 
tices of Coppinger and Hacket in their 
lives, and the death of them and their 
adherents, are, God knows, too fad exam* 
pies, and ought to be cautions to thofe 
men that are inclined to the like fpiritual 
wickedneffes. 

And in thefe times, which tended thua 
to confufion, there were alfo many of thefe 
fcruple- mongers, that pretended a tender* 
nefs of confcience, refufing to take an 
oath before a lawful magiftrate : and yet 
thefe very men in their fecret conven- 
ticles did covenant and fwear to each 
other,' to be afliduous and faithful in 
ufing their beft endeavours to fet up 
the Prefbyterian doftrine and difcipline; 
and both in fuch a manner as they 
themfelves had not yet agreed on ; but, 
up that government muft. To which 
end there were many that wandered up 
and down, and were active in fowing dif- 
contents and fedition, by venomous and 
fecret murmurings, and a difperfion of 

four- 
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fcurrilous pamphlets and libels againft the 
Church and State ; but efpecially againft 
the Bifhops ; by which means, together 
with venomous and indifcreet fermons, 
the common people became fo fanatic, as 
to believe the Bifhops to be Antichrift, 
and the only obftrufters of Grod's difci- 
pline ; and at laft fome of them were 
given over to fo bloody a zeal, and fuch 
other defperate delufions, as to find out a 
text in the Revelation of St, John, that 
Anticbri/l was to be overcome by the /word. 
So that thofe very men, that began with 
tender and meek petitions, proceeded to 
admonitions; then to fatirical remon- 
ftrances ; and at laft (having, like Ablalom, 
numbered who was not, and who was, 
for their caufe) they got a fuppofed cer- 
tainty of fo great a party, that they durft 
threaten firft the Biftiops, and then the 
Queen and Parliament : to all which they 
were fecretly encouraged by the Elarl of 
Leicefter, then in great favour with her ' 
Majefty, and the reputed cherifher and 
patron -general of thefe pretenders to ten- 
dernefs of confcience; his defign being, 
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by their means^ to bring fuch an odium 
upon the Bifhops, as to procure an alien- 
ation of their lands, and a large pro* 
portion of them for himfelf : which ava- 
ricious defire had at lafl: fo blinded his 
reafon, that his ambitious and greedy 
hopes feemed to put him into a prefent 
poffeffion of Lambeth- Houfe. 

And to thefe undertakings the Non- 
conformifts of this nation were much en- 
couraged and heightened by a correfpon- 
dence and confederacy with that brother- 
hood in Scotland ; fo that here they be- 
came fo bold, that one * told the Queen 
openly in a fermon^ '^ (he was like an un- 
^* tamed heifer, that would not be ruled 
'* by Grod's people, but obftruAed his 
'^ diicipline.*' And in Scotland they were 
more confident 5 for there ^ they declared 
her an Atheift, and grew to fuch an height, 
as not to be accountable for any thing 
fpoken againft her^ nor for treafon againft 
their own King, if it were but fpoken in 

* Mr. Dering. 

^ Vide Bilhop Spotfwood's Hiftory of the Church of 
Scotland. 
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the pulpit; {hewing at laft fuch a dif- - 
obedience to him, that his mother b«- 
iag in England, and then in diflrefs, and 
in prifon, and in danger of death, the 
Church denied the King their prayertfftS 
her; and at another time, when he ba3 
appointed a daj of ieaflin^ tl)»i.Churcfa 
declared for a general &ftj i^eniofitioii 
to his authority. ' 

To this height they were gronft in' 
both nations, and by thde meani thjim 
was diftilled into the minds t^ the com- 
mon people fuch other venomous and tur- 
bulent principles, as were ioconfiftent witl^ 
the lafety of the Churchjud-Sl^: and' 
thefe opinions vented fo darioglyj that,' 
befide the lofs of life and limbs, the go- 
vernors of the Churcb and State were 
fijTced to life fuch other fererities m will 
not admit of an excnf^ if it had not bten 
to prevent the gangrene of confulion, and' 
the perilous confequeaces of it; which,! 
without fuch prevention, would have been 
firft confulion, and then ruin anfoiifery to 
this numerous nation. 

Tbefe eirars and uuditifi^ea were fe' 
■ T3 t^ 
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remarkable, that they begot wonder in 
an ingenious Italian, who being about 
this time come newly into this nation^ 
and confidering them, writ fcoffingly to a 
friend in his own country, to this purpofe : 

* That the common people of England 
^ were wifer than the wifeft of his nation ; 
^ for here the very women and (hopkeep- 
^ erswere able to judge of predeftination, 
^ and todetermine what laws were fit to be 

* made concerning church -government; 
^ and then, what were fit to be obeyed 
^ or aboliflicd. That they were more 
^ able (or at leaft thought fo) to raife 

* and determine perplexed cafes of con- 
' fcience, than the wifeft of the moft 

* learned colleges in Italy. That men of 
^ the llighteft learning, and the moft ig- 
' norant of the common people, were 

* mad for a new, or fuper, or re-reforma- 

* tJon of religion ; and that in this they 
^ appeared like that man, who would ne- 
f ver ceafe to whet and whet his knife, 
^ till there was no fteel left to make it 

* ufefal." And he concluded his letter 
with this obfervation^ " That tbofe very 

*' men 
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*' men that were moft bufy in oppofitions, 
^^ and difputations^ and controferfies, and 
*< finding out the faults of t^^ gcmrn- 
<' ors, had ufually the leaft of btunility aai 
** mortifiqation, or of the power of godfi- 
«nefs." 

And to heighten ail thefe difoontents 
and dangers, there was alfo fprung up a 
generation of godlefs men ; men that had 
fo long given way to their own lufts and 
deluiions, and fo highly oppofed the 
blefled motions of his Spirit, and the in- 
ward light of their own confciencesi that 
they became the very (laves of vice^ and 
had thereby finned themfelves into a be* 
lief of that which they would, but could ' 
not believe ; into a belief which is repug- 
nant even to human nature ; (for the Hea-' 
thens believe that there are many Gods^) '. ^^^ 
but thefe had finned themfelves into a be* 
lief that there was no God $ and fo find* 
ing nothing in themfelves, but what was 
worfe than nothing, began to wifli n^at 
they were not able to hope for, namety, 
That tbey might he Hie tbi heafts thai feri/b ; 
and in wicked company (which is the. Athe* 

T4 ift'i ' 
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id's fanftuary) were fo bold as to fay fo : 
though the worft of mankind, when he 
is left alone at midnight, may wifli, but 
18 not then able to think it : even into a 
belief that there is no God. Into this 
wretched, this reprobate condition, many 
had then finned themfelves. 

And now, when the Church was peftered 
with them, and with all thofe other fore- 
named -irregularities; when her lands 
were in danger of alienation, her power 
at lead neglefted, and her peace torn to 
pieces by feveral fchifms, and fuch here- 
fies as do ufually attend that fin ; (for he- 
refies do ufually outlive their firft authors ;) 
when the common people feemed ambi- 
tious of doing thofe very things that were 
forbidden and attended with mod dangers, 
that thereby they might be puniftied, and 
then applauded and pitied : when they 
called the fpirit of oppofition a tender 
confcience, and complained of perfecution, 
becaufe they wanted power to perfecute 
others : when the giddy multitude raged, 
and became r^ftlefs to find out mifery for 
themfelves and others; and the rabble 

would 
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^irwld herd themfel^l|rt|Bterethen and 6n* 
deatrour to govern lonHR in fpiite' ai au- 
thority: in this extremity of ftfer, and 
danger of the Church and State, when, 
to fupprefs the growing efils of both^ 
they needed a man of prudence and piety, 
and of an high and fearlefa fbrtitude, 
they were bleft in all by John Whitgift 
his being made Ardibiflrfkp of Canter- 
bury ; of whom Sir henty Wotton (that 
knew him well in his youth, and had 
ftudied him in hilB age,) gives thft true 
chara£ter ; '< That he was a man of 
** reverend and facred memory, wd <*f 
"the primitive temper; fuch a temporj' 
*^as when the Church by lowUnefll/'bf 
"fpirit did flouriOi in higheft eASki 
^^ pies of virtue." And indeed this mao 
proved fo. 

And though I dare not undertake to add 
to this excellent and true charaAer.of Sir 
Henry Wotton ; yet I (hall neither do . 
right to this difcourfe, nor to my reader, 
if I forbear to give him a further and 
ihort account of the lifti anA manners of 
this excellent man ; aA^lNliril Ike (hort, 

for 
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for I long to end this digreflion, that I 
may lead my readei* back to Mr. Hooker^ 
where we left him at the Temple. 

John Whitgift was born in the county 
of Lincoln, of a family that was ancient, 
and noted to be both prudent, and affable, 
and gentle by nature. He was educated 
in Cambridge ; much of his learning was 
acquired in Pembroke- Hall ; (where Mr. 
Bradford the martyr was his tutor ;) from 
thence he was removed to Peter-Houfe ; 
from thence to be Mafter of Pembroke- 
Hall ; and from thence to the Mafterfhip of 
Trinity-College, About which time the 
Queen made him her Chaplain ; and not 
long after Prebend of Ely, and then Dean 
of Lincoln ; and having for many years 
paft looked upon him with much reverence 
and favour, gave him a fair teftimony of 
both, by giving him the bifhopric of 
Worcefler, and (which was not with ber a 
ufual favour) forgiving him his firft-fruits ; 
then by conftituting him Vice-Prefident 
of the Principality of Wales, And hav- 
ing experimented his wifdom, his juftice, 
and moderation in the manage of her af- 
fairs 
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fairs in both thefe places, ' fhe in the * 
twenty-fixtb of her reign made him • 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and, not long 
after, of her Privy Council ; and trufled 
him to manage all her ecclefiaftical affiunf . 
and preferments. In all whieh removes^ . 
he was like the Ark, vvkaxk left a^i>leffing 
upon the place .where it refted ; andio alt 
his employments was like Jeho]{ida$»ihat . 
did good unto Ifrael. 

Thefe were the fteps of this Bifhop's 
afcenfion to this place of dignity and 
cares ; in which place (to ipeak Mr. 
Camden's very words in bia Annals of. ' 
Queen Elizabeth) '^ be deymitly oonfe*. 
^^ crated both his whole life to GcdS^nd 
^^ his paiinful labours to the good of bift. 
*' Church/' And yet in this place ho.: 
met witli many mpofitions in the regula- 
tion of cbuivb-affairs, which were moch'^ 
difordered at bis entrance, by reafon . of. 
the age and remiflhefs of Bifliop Grindal, ^ 
bis immediate predeceflbr, the aAivity €if." 
the Nonconformifts, and their chief at&kni 
ant the Earl of Leicefter ; and indeed l^v 
too nfiany others of the like fiKrilegioua 
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principles. With thefe he was to en- 
counter; and though he wanted neither 
courage, nor a good caufe, yet he forefaw, 
that, without a great meafure of the 
Queen's favour, it was impoffible to fiand 
in the breach, that had been lately made 
into the lands and immunities of the 
Church, or indeed to maintain the re- 
maining lands and rights of it. And 
therefore by juftifiable facred infinua- 
tions, fuch as St. Paul to Agrippa, 
(" Agrippa, believed thou ? I know thou 
*^ believeft,") he wrought himfelf into fo 
great a degree of favour with her, as, by 
his pious ufe of it, hath got both of them 
a great degree of fame in this world, 
and of glory in that into which they are 
now both entered. 

His merits to the Queen, and her fa- 
vours to him, were fuch, that (he called 
him her little black bujband^ and called 
his fervants her fervants : and fhe faw fo 
vifible and blefled a fincerity fliine in all 
his cares and endeavours for the Church's 
and for her good, that {lie was fuppofed 
to truft him with the very fecrets of her 

foul. 
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roul, atid to make him hef cotifbflbr $ of 
which (he gal^ many fair tefKinoidet | 
and of which one was, that ^^ ibe vraoM 
" never eat flefti in Lent, without obtihi- 
" ing a licence from her little blatk huf* 
*' band :" and would often fey, <'|flNl pided 
<* him becaufe (he trufted hMD« and IhuI 
*' thereby eafed herfelf by laying the bur- 
" then of all her clergy-cares upon his 
^' (boulders, which he managed withpru^ 
** dence and piety.*' " ' , 

I (ball not keep myfell within the pro* 
mifed rules of brevity in this account of 
his intereft with her Ma^e^y And his 
icare of the Church's ri|^hta^ if in tiiis ' 
digreffion I (bould enlarge to particulars ; 
and therefore my defire 1% that cob: ex- 
ample may ferve for a teflimcHiy of bolh. 
And, that the reader may the better un- ^ ^ 
derftand it, he may take notice, ^hat not -X, 
many years be£3re his bding made Anik* < 
bi(hop, there palTed an aA or afts of P«r« 
iiament, intending the better plefervation 
of the Church-lands, by recalling a pe«ret 
which was vefted in others to fell or 
Jeafe them, by lodging and itmfling the 

future 
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future care and proteftion of theirt only 
in the Crown : and amongft many that 
made a bad ufe of this power or truft of 
the Queen's, the Earl of Leicefter was 
one ; and the Bifhop having, by his in- 
tereft with her Majefty, put a flop to the 
Earl's facrilegious defigns, they two fell 
to an open oppoiition before her; after 
which they both quitted the room, not 
friends in appearance. But the Bifliop 
made a fudden and a feafonable return to 
her Majefty, (for he found her alone,) 
and fpake to her with great humility and 
reverence, to this purpofe. 

** I befeech your Majefty to hear me 
*^ with patience, and to believe that yours 
** and the Church's fafety are dearer to 
'' me than my life, but my confcience 
" dearer than both : and therefore give 
" me leave to do my duty, and tell you, 
** that Princes are deputed nurfing Fa- 
*^ thers of the Church, and owe it a pro- 
" tection ; and therefore God forbid that 
^* you ftiould be fo much as pafllive in her 
** ruin, when you may prevent it ; or 
^^ that I fhould behold it without horror 

"and 
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*^ And deteAation ; or fhould forbear te 
tell your Majefty of the fin and danger 
of facrilege. And though you and 
*^ niyfelf were born in an age of frailties^ 
^' when the primitive piety and care of 
^^ the Church's lands and immunities are . 
^^ much decayed ; yet^ Madam^ let me 
^^ beg that you would firft confider that 
^^ there ^^*e fuch fins as profanenefs and 
^^ facrilege ; and that, if there were not^ 
*^ they could not have names in hply writ^ 
*^ and particularly in the New Teftament* 
*^ And I befeech you to confider^ that 
'^ though our Saviour faid> He Judged w 
<^ man ; and, to teftify it, would notjudgo 
^^ nor divide the inheritance betwixt the 
^^ two brethren, nor would judge the 
woman taken in adultery ; yet in this 
point of the Church's rights he was 
*^ fo zealous, that he made himfelf both 
^' the accufer and the judge, and the 
^' executioner too, to punifh thefe fintf 
<^ witneiTed, in that he himfelf made the 
*^ whip to drive the profaners out of the 
*' Temple, overthrew the tables of the 
^< money-changers, and drove them oat 
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** of it. And I befeech you to confider, 
'^ that it was St. Paul that faid to thofe 
" Chriftians of his time that were offended 
*' with idolatry, and yet committed facri- 
*' lege ; Thou that abhorreft idols j doji thou 
commit facrilege ? fuppofing, I think, 
facrilege the greater fin. This may 
" occafion your Majefty to confider, that 
*^ there is fuch a fin as facrilege ; and to 
" incline you to prevent the curfe that 
" will follow it, I befeech you alfo to 
*^ confider, that Conftantine the firft 
" Chriftian Emperor, and Helena his mo- 
" ther ; that King Edgar, and Edward 
'* the Confeffor ; and indeed many others 
" of your predeceflbrs, and many private 
*' Chriftians, have alfo given to God, and 
" to his Church, much land, and many 
" immunities, which they might have 
^^ given to thofe of their own families, and 
'^ did not ; but gave them for ever as an 
" abfolute right and facrifice to God : and 
*' with thefe immunities and lands they 
** have entailed a curfe upon the alienators 
** of them : God prevent your Majefty 
" and your fuccelfors from being liable to 

*'that 
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^^ that curfe, which will cleave unto 
*' Church -lands» as the leprofy to the 
*^ Jews. 

'^ And to make you, that are trufted 
*^ with their prefervation, the better to 
^* underftand the danger of it, I befeech 
" you, forget not, that, to prevent thefe 
" curfes, the Church's land and power 
" have been alfo endeavoured to be pre- 
^^ ferved, as far as human reafon and the 
^* law of this nation have been able to 
^* prefer ve them, by an immediate and 
^* moft facred obligation on the confci- 
'^ ences of the Princes of this realm. For 
^^ they that confult Magna Charta (hall 
*^ find, that as all your predeceflbrs were 
*' at their coronation, fo you alfo were 
" fwom before all the nobility and bi- 
*^ (hops then prefent, and in the prefence 
** of God, and in his ftead to him that 
*^ anointed you, to maintain the Church'- 
** lands y and the rights belonging to it ; 
f* and this you yourfelf have teftified 
"openly to God at the holy altar, by 
" laying your hands on the Bible then 
" lying upon it. And not only Magna 
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" Charta, but many modem ftatutes have 






*^ denounced a curfe upon thofe that 
break Magna Charta; a curfe like 
the leprofy, that was entailed on the 
*^ Jews : for as that, fo thefe curfes have 
" and will cleave to the very ftones of 
*' thofe buildings that have been confe- 
*' crated to God ; and the father's fin of 
** facrilege hath and will prove to be en- 
*' tailed on his fon and family. And now, 
^^ Madam, what account can be given 
" for the breach of this oath at the laft 
'^ great day, either by your Majefty, or 
** by me, if it be wilfully or but negli- 
*^ gently violated, I know not. 

^^ And therefore, good Madam, let not 
^^ the late Lord's exceptions againft the 
^^ failings of fome few clergymen prevail 
*^ with you to punifti pofterity for the er* 
" rors of this prefent age : let particular 
*^ men fuffer for their particular errors ; 
*^ but let Grod and his Church have their 
^' inheritance : and though I pretend not 
^^ to prophefy, yet I beg pofterity to take 
*^ notice of what is already become vifible 
'*• in many families ; that Church-land, 
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'* added to an ancient and juft inherit- 
ance, hath proved like a moth fretting 
a garment, andfecretly confumed both : 
or like the eagle that ftole a coal from 
^^ the altar, and thereby fet her neft on 
*^ fire, which confumed both her young 
** eagles, and herfelf that ftole it. And 
though I fhall forbear to fpeak reproach- 
fully of your father, yet I beg you to 
" take notice, that a part of the Church's 
*^ rights, added to the vaft treafure lefit 
'* him by his father, hath been concaved 
^^ to bring an unavoidable confumption 
** upon both, notwithftanding all his dili* 
*' gence to preferve them. 

** And confider, that after the violation 
" of thofe laws, to which he had fwom 
in Magna Charta, God did fo far deny 
him his reftraining grace, that as King 
** Saul, after he was forfaken of God, fell 
*' from one fin to another ; fb he, till at 
*' laft he fell into greater fins than I am 
*' willing to mention. Madam, religion 
^' is the foundation and cement of human 
*' focieties ; and when they that ferve at 
*^ God's altar (hall be expofed to poverty, 
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then religion itfelf will be expofed to 
fcorn, and become contemptible; as 
you may already obferve it to be in 
too many poor vicarages in this nation. 
*^ And therefore, as you are by a late aft 
" or acts of Parliament entrufted with a 
*^ great poweJr to preferve or wafte the 
*^ Church's lands ; yet difpofe of them, 
'* for Jefus' fake, as you have promifed 
'^ to men, and vowed to God, that is, as 
" the donors intended : let neither falfe- 
hood nor flattery beguile you to d6 
otherwife ; but put a flop to God's and 
** the Levites portion, I befeech you, and 
to the approaching ruins of his Church, 
as you expe6t comfort at the laft great 
*^ day ; for Kings muft be judged, Par- 
'^ don this afFeftionate pl^dnnefs, my moft 
** dear Sovereign, and let me beg to be 
'^ ftili continued in your favour ; and the 
*' Lord ftill continue you in his/' 

The Queen's patient hearing this af- 
feftionate fpeech, and her future care to 
preferve the Church's rights, which till 
then had been neglefted, may appear a 
fair teflimony, that he made hers and the 
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Church's good the chiefeft of his cares, 
and that flie alfo thought fo. And of this 
there were fuch daily teftimonies given, 
as begot betwixt them fo mutual a joy 
and confidence, that they feemed bom to 
believe and do good to each other; (he 
not doubting his piety to be more than 
all his oppofers, which were many ; nor 
doubting his prudence to be equal to the 
chiefeft of her council, who were then as 
remarkable for aftive wifdom, as thofe 
dangerous times did require, or this nation 
did ever enjoy. And in this condition he 
continued twenty years, in which time 
he faw fome Sowings, but many more 
ebbings of her favour towards all men 
that had oppofed him, efpecially the Earl 
of Leicefter : fo that God feemed ftill to 
keep him in her favour, that he might 
preferve the remaining Church-lands and 
immunities from facrilegious alienations. 
And this good man deferved all the ho- 
nour and power with which (he gratified 
and trufted him ; for he was a pious 
man, and naturally of noble and grateful 
principles : he eafed her of all her Church- 
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cares by his wife manage of them; he 
gave her fdthful and prudent counfels in 
all the extremities and danjgers of her 
temporal affairs, which were very many ; 
he lived to be the chief comfort of her life 
in her declining age, and to be then moft 
frequently with her^ and her affiftant at 
her private devotions ; he lived to be the 
greateft comfort of her foul upon her 
death-bed, to be prefent at the expira* 
tion of her lad breath, and to behold the 
cloiing of thofe eyes that had long looked 
upon him with reverence and afTe&ion, 
And let this alfo be added, that he was 
the chief mourner at her fad funeral ; nor 
let this be forgotten, that, within a few 
hours after her death, he was the happy 
proclaimer, that King James (her peaceful 
fucceflbr) was heir to the crown. 

Let me beg of my reader to allow me 
to fay a little, and but a little, more of 
this good Bifhop, and I (hall then pre- 
fently lead him back to Mr. Hooker; 
and, becaufe I would haften, I will men- 
tion but one part of the Bifhop's charity 
and humility ; but this of both. He 

buUt 
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built a large alms-houfe nearto his' owA 
palace at Croydon in Surry, and endowed 
it with maintenance for a tB$BtT Imd 
twenty-eight poor men «and- imdMil$ 
which he vifited fo often, that; he kiulwr 
their names and difpofitions ; an^ #te fo 
truly humble, that he called dietn bro- 
thers and fifters ; and whenfoever the 
Queen defcended to that lowlineft to 
dine with him at his palace in Lambeth^ 
(which was very often,) he would ufually 
the next day (hew the like lowlinefs to 
his poor brothers and fifters at Croydon, 
and dine with them at his hof[Htal | at 
which time, you may believe, there wai 
joy at the table. And at this place he 
built alfo a fair free<4ehool, with a good 
accommodation and maintenance for the 
mafter and fcholars. Which gave juft 
occafion for Boyfe Sifi, then ambaflador 
for the French King, and refident here, ' .^ 
at the Bi(hop*s death, to fey, « The Bi* ^: 

(hop had publifbed many learned books; . 

but a free^fchool to train up youth^ 
<^ and an hofpital to lodge and matotaiiir 
^^ aged and poor people, were the beft 

u 4 , ** evi- 
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" evidences of Chriftian learning that a 
" Bifhop could leave to pofterity/* This 
good Bifliop lived to fee King James fet- 
tled in peace^ and then fell into an ex- 
treme ficknefs at his palace in Lambeth ; of 
which when the King had notice, he went 
prefently to vifit him, and found him in 
his bed in a declining condition, and very 
weak ; and after fome (hort difcourfe be- 
twixt them, the King at his departure aflur- 
ed him, '^ He had a great aiFeQ:ion for him, 
" and a very high value for his prudence 
*^ and virtues, and would endeavour to 
" beg his life of God for the good of his 
" Church.'' To which the good Bifhop 
replied, '* Pro Ecclefia Dei, pro Ecclefia 
" Dei :** which were the laft words he 
ever fpake ; therein teftifying, that as in 
his life, fo at his death, his chiefeft care 
was of God's Church. 

This John Whitgift was made Arch- 
bifhop in the year 1583. In which bufy 
place he continued twenty years and 
fome months ; and in which time you 
may believe he had many trials of his 
courage and patience : but his motto was^ 

" Vin- 
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" Vinci t, qui patitur;'* and he made it 
good. 

Many of his many trials were occa-^ 
fioned by the then powerful Elarl of Lei- 
cefter, who did ftiU (but fecretly) raife 
and cherifh a fa6lion of Nonconformifis 
to oppofe him; efpecially one Thomas 
Cartwright, a man of noted learning, 
fometime contemporary with the £i(hop 
in Cambridge, and of the fame college, 
of which the Bifliop had been Mafter : in 
which place there began fome emulations, 
(the particulars I forbear,) and at laft 
open and high oppofitions betwixt them, 
and in which you may believe Mr. Cart- 
wright was mod faulty, if his expulfion 
out of the Univerfity can incline you to 
it. 

And in this difcontent after the Earl's 
death, (which was 1588,) Mr. Cartwright 
appeared a chief cheriftier of a party that 
were for the Geneva Church-government ; 
and, to tfftdi it, he ran himfelf into many 
dangers both of liberty and life ; appear- 
ing at the laft to juftify himfelf and his 
party in many remonftrances, which he 

caufed 
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caufed to be printed ; and to which the 
Biihop made a firfl; anfwer^ and Cartwright 
replied upon him ; and then the Bifhop 
having rejoined to his firft reply, Mr. 
Cartwright either was, or was perfuaded 
to be, (atisiied 3 for he wrote no more, but 
left the reader to be judge which had 
maintained their caufe with mod charity 
and reafon. After fome filence, Mr. Cart- 
wright received from the Biftiop many 
perfonal favours, and betook himfelf to a 
more private living, which was at War- 
wick, where he was made mafter of an 
hofpital, and lived quietly, and grew rich; 
and where the Bifhop gave him a licence 
to preach, upon promife not to meddle 
with controverfiesy but incline his hearers 
to piety and moderation ; and this pro*- 
mife he kept during his life, which ended 
1602, the Bifhop furviving him but fome 
few months; each ending his days in 
perfeft charity with the other. 

And now after this long digreflion, 
made for the information of my reader 
concerning what follows, I bring him 
back to venerable Mr. Hooker, where we 

left 
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left him in the Temple, and where we 
fhall find him as deeply engaged in a 
controverfy with Walter Travers, a friend 
and favourite of Mr. Cartwright's, as the 
Bifliop had ever been with Mr. Cartwright 
himfelf, and of which I fhall proceed to 
give this following account. 

And firfl this ; that though the pens of 
Mr. Cartwright and the Bifhop were now 
at reft, yet there was fprung up a new 
generation of reftlefs men, that by com- 
pany and clamours became pofTeffed of a 
faith, which they ought to have kept to 
themfelves, but could not : men that were 
become pofitive in afTerting, That a Papift 
cannot he faved : infomuch, that about 
this time, at the execution of the Queen 
of Scots, the Bifhop that preached her 
funeral fermon (which was Dr. How- 
land, then Bifhop of Peterborough) was 
reviled for not being pofitive for her 
damnation. And befides this boldnefs of 
their becoming Gods, fo far as to fet limits 
to his mercies, there was not only one 
Martin Mar-Prelate^ but other venomous 
books daily printed and difperfed ; books. 

that 
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that were fo abfurd and fcurrilous, that the 
graver Divines difdained them an anfwer. 
And yet thefe were grown into high ef- 
teem with the common people, till Tom 
Nafli appeared again ft them all, who wa« 
a man of a (harp wit, and the mafter of a 
fcoffing, fatirical, merry pen, which he 
employed to difcover the abfurdities of 
thofe blind, malicious, fenfelefs pamph- 
lets, and fermons as fenfelefs as they; 
Nafh's anfwers being like his books^ 
which bore thefe or like titles; An Al- 
mondfor a Parrot ; A Fig Jhr my Godjwi ; 
Come crack me ibis Nut^ and the like ; fo 
that his merry wit made fome fport, and 
fuch a difcovery of their abfurdities, as 
(which is ftrange) he put a greater flop to 
thefe malicious pamphlets, than a much 
wifer man had been able. 

And now the reader is to take notice, 
that at the death of Father Alvy, who 
was Mafter of the Temple, this Walter 
Travers was LeAurer there for the even* 
ing fermons, which he preached with great 
approbation, efpecially of fome citizens^ 
and the younger ge&demen of that fociety ; 

and 



-\ 



MR. RICHARD RI>OKBR. JCQC 

and fot the moft part Bpptoy^ hy Mh 
Hooker himfelf/tik the midft of thdr opi 
pofitions. For he continued Ledurer^i 
part of his time ; Mr. Travers hmng iiii 
deed a man* of competent learluiigi of 
a winning behaviour, and of a'bliOMteA 
life. But he had taken oMm by Ae 
Prefbjrtery in Antwerp, (and With tiMtai 
fome opinions, that could never be era^^ 
Gated,) and if in any thing he wit ttadT^ 
ported, it was in an extreme defire fc 'fct 
up that government in this nation ; for 
the promoting of which he-had acone^. 
fpondence with TheodoreBCMat Geoer^ 
and others in Soodaikl^ iatt' was one^tf 
the chiefeft affiftantar- to Mr. Caitwii^ 
in that defign. '1'^' iii •* 

. Mr. Travers had alio a {Mticuhdr hd^ 
to fet up this govennneat m the Teil4ie». 
and to that end ufed his. moft Eealoui.eii*. 
deavours to be Mafter of it ; atidhisbelttg 
dUfi^ypointed by Mr. HookePs aJntUtanee^; 
proved tiie oecafion of a pabliifr efipoitidiC 
betwt3ct them in their ttMotm t fl^py 
of which were ooncemiag die iaStltm 
and ceremonies of this C htj ril i b k rfwau e h i, 

that. 
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that, as St. Paul withftood St. Peter to 
his face, fo did they withftand each other 
in their fermons : for, as one hath plea- 
fantly exprefled it, " The forenoon fer- 
** mon fpake Canterbury ; and the after* 
" noon, Geneva.^' 

In thefe fermons there was little of 
bitternefs ; but each party brought all the 
reafons he was able, to prove his adver- 
fary's opinion erroneous. And thus it 
continued a long time, till the oppofitions 
became fo vifible, and the confequences 
fo dangerous, efpecially in that place, 
that the prudent Archbifliop put a flop to 
Mr. Traverses preaching, by a pofitive 
prohibition. Againfl; which Mr. Travers 
appealed, and petitioned her Majefty's 
Privy Council to have it recalled ; where, 
befides his patron, the Earl of Leicefter, 
he met alfo with many aflifting friends : 
but they were not able to prevail with 
or againft the Archbifliop, whom the 
Queen had intruded with all Church- 
power; and he had received fo fair a 
teftimony of Mr. Hooker's principles, and 
of his learning and moderation, that he 

with- 
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withftood all felicitations. But the deny- 
ing this petition of Mr. Travers was un- 
pleafant to divers of his party ; and the 
reafonablenefs of it became at laft to be 
fo publicly magnified by them, and many 
others of that party, as never to be an- 
fwered : fo that, intending the Bifliop's 
and Mr. Hooker's diljgrace, they pro- 
cured it to be privately printed and fcat- 
tered abroad i and then Mr. Hooker was 
forced to appear, and make as public an 
anfwer ; which he did, and dedicated it 
to the Archbifhop : and it proved fo full 
an anfwer, an anfwer that had in it fo 
much of clear reafon, and writ with fo 
much meeknefs and majefty of ftyle, that 
the Birtiop began to have him in admira- 
tion, and to rejoice that he had appeared 
in his caufe, and difdained not earnefUy 
to beg his friendfliip; even a familiar 
friendfhip with a man of fo much quiet 
learning and humility. 

To enumerate the many particular 
points, in which Mr. Hooker and Mr* 
Travers diffented, (all or mod of which 
J have feen written,) would prove at leaft 

tedious : 
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tedious : and therefore I ihall impofe upon 
my reader no more than two, which fliall 
immediately follow, and by which he 
may judge of the reft. 

Mr. Travers excepted againft Mr. 
Hooker, for that in one of his fermons 
he declared, " That the affurance of what 
'^ we believe by the Word of God is not 
*' to us fo certain as that which we per* 
^^ ceive by fenfe." And Mr. Hooker con-^ 
fefleth he faid fo, and endeavours to 
juftify it by the reafons following. 

" Firft ; I taught, that the things which 
** God promifes in his Word are not 
** furer than what we touch, handle, or 
'* fee : but are we fo fure and certsun 
** of them ? If we be, why doth Grod fo 
*^ often prove his promifes to us as he 
** doth, by arguments drawn from our' 
" fenfible experience ? For we muft be 
*^ furer of the proof than of the things 
*^ proved ; otherwife it is no proof. For 
^* example ; how is it that many men 
^^ looking on the moon at the fame time, 
*' every one knoweth it to be the moon 
<( as certainly as the other doth ? But 

** many 
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** many believing one and tbe fame pro- 
^^ mife, have not all one and the fame ful- 
*^ nefs of perfuafion. For hovir falleth it 
'* out, that men being aflured of any thing 
** by fenfe, can be no furer of it than they 
*' are ; when as the ftrongeft hi faith that 
*' liveth upon the earth hath always need 
*^ to labour, ftrive, and pray, that his af- 
'^ furance concerning heavenly and fpiri- 
*^ tual things may grow, increafe, and be 
*^ augmented?*' 

The fermon, that gave him the caufe of 
this hisjuftification, makes the cafe more 
plain, by declaring, " That there is, be- 
*' fides this certainty of evidence, a cer- 
*^ tainty of adherence." In urhich hav- 
ing mod excellently demonftrated what 
the certainty of adherence is, he makes 
this comfortable ufe of it : " Comfortable 
*^ (he fays) as to weak believers, who 
" fuppofe themfelves to be faithlefs, not 
*^ to believe, when notwithftanding they 
*^ have their adherence ; the Holy Spirit 
*' hath his private operations, and worketh 
<* fecretly in them, and effeSually too, 

VOL. I. X ** though 
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" though they want the inward teftittiony 
"of it." 

Tell this, faith he, to a man that hath a 
tnind too much deje£ied by a fad fenfe of 
his fin; to one that, by a too fevere jucig-^ 
ing of himfelf, concludes that he wants 
faith, becaufe he wants the comfortable 
affurance of it; and his anfwer will be, 
" Do not perfuade me againft my know- 
" ledge, againft wliat I find and feel in 
*^ niyfelf : I do not, I know I do not be- 
** lieve.*' (Mr. Hooker's own wcntls 
follow.) •' Well then, to favour fuch men 
" a little in their weaknefs, let that be 
** granted which they do imagine ; be it, 
" that they adhere not to God's promifes, 
" but are faithlefs, and without belief : 
" but are they not grieved for their un- 
" belief ? They confefs they are ; do they 
" not wifh it might, and alfo flrive that it 
'' may be otherwife ? We know they do. 
" Whence cometh this, but from a fecret 
" love and liking, that they have of thofe 
*^ things believed ? For no man can love 
^^ thofe things which in his own opinion 

" are 
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ar6 Mf ; and ff fbefy tBMi thoft tKixifgi 

U> bci iNrhi6h tfeey fhcfw they lc*«; wban! 

thdy deiire tb bdTie^ t}iaih^;/tbeir ilmft 
^ k be, thafi, by defiriHg ft^ lE^di^v^i tikf 
^* prove tbefnfelvet tnitf bdHeve^: ftrf 
^« vv^ibeut fakh nO niah tbinketh tbflllf 
^ tbin^ belteved are : which ntfpataHOii 
'' alt the fiibfilti^ft of niferMf po^i^^erB wilf 
« neva* be abfe t& dtflfo**^."^ rTllBsf it M 
abridgiMent of pa»t of^ <be MdMa Mif. 
Hooker gives for hii julSffcaKkAi df t6!il 
his opbiiM, for wbiob bis waiB txc^fficd 
a^nft by Mr. rFVlavcfie" 1 ' 

7^. Hookf^ way alft^ aeonicld by Mf. 
Trateirs^ fi^ that be iti one df ttift^ fi^dni 
had dedlfiled, << That b6 dotabted tfoC bu< 

that €k>d wAtf merc^ttl td aiatiy of ditf 

foFe&tbeni^Iivkig in n>pifli*fuperASeion» 
^ for a» rtiuob as they finnedigiioraiitly i'^ 
and Mr. HocriLer in hia ^Msf poiMMi 
it td b« biitf jufdj^enl, and dectiMi bit 
reafens for this Gb^tabl^opitiiM M^tWii 
fotkmetft'. 

But firft^ he ftatea the q^el^oft dhout 
juftifieation and worka^ and hoW the founf- 
dation of fkitb without worka ia bvef- 

X % thrown; 
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thrown ; and then he proceeds to difcovef 
that way which natural men and fome 
others have miilaken to be the way, by 
which they hope to attain true and ever- 
Lifting happinefs : and having difcovered 
the miftaken, he proceeds to direft to that 
true way, by which, and no other, ever- 
lafting life and blelTednefs is attainable. 
And thefe two ways-he demonftrates thus : 
(they be his own words that follow :) 
*' That, the way of nature ; this, the 
*' way of grace ; the end of that way, 
*' falvation merited, prefuppofing the 
^* righteoufnefs of men's works ; their 
** righteoufnefs, a natural ability to do 
" them ; that ability, the goodnefs of 
" God, which created them in fuch per- 
" feftion. But the end of this way, fal- 
*' vation beftowed upon men as a gift : 
" prefuppofing not their righteoufnefs, 
but the forgivenefs of their unrighte- 
oufnefs, juftification ; their juftification, 
not their natural ability to do good, 
•' but their hearty forrow for not doing, 
" and unfeigned belief in him, for whofe 
^^ fake not doers are accepted, which is 

"their 
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*^ th^r vocation^ tbei^ vocation, tbis 
** eleaion of God, taking them out of 
^ the number of loft ^ildre»t thfttf ' 
^' ele^ion, a mediator in whonA to'lbtf , 
^'elodied; this* m^diatioii inexpticabW 
<^ mercy r this'MPtf, fu|^KiAMg '^beir 
^< mifery for whom be vouchfiifadHo vUe^ 
" and make bimfelf a mediator." <** , 

And he alfe dectereth, ^ There is no 
^ meritorious catife for our jttfti6cation, 
*' but Chrift ; no effedqal, but'hisftaer- 
" cy ;" and fays alfo, ** Wl^ deny the grace' 
*^ of our Lord Jefus ChrHl, we abufd; 
^< difannul, and annihilate liMf -beileAl dt 
^* his paflion, if by a proud- -ftftiigiiiattori 
*^ we believe we can meritererlaftinglife, 
« or cari be worthy of k.*' This tMAief, 
he declareth, is todeftrOy tbevery eib^dlf 
of our juftification $ and he makei tfU Vij^ 
nions that border upon this to b#'^f^i¥' 
dangerous.: <* Yet neverthldef%''liiiW 
this he was luxmfed, ^* oonfidelki|f^lR>w 
** many virtuous and juft men, iHMPinany . 
<^ faints and martyrs have had their dan- 
^* gerous opinions, amobgft which this 
«^ was one, that they hoped to jnake 

X 3 ** God 
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" God fome part of amends, by volunta- 
ry puniftiments which they ]wl upon 
^^ themfelves ; becaufe by this, /oriheUke 
'^ erroneous opinions, which do by <x>nfe- 
" quence overthrow the merits of Cbrift^ 
^^ fliall man be fo bold as to write on their 
<< graves, Such men are damned \ there is 
^^ for them no falvation P St. Aufiin fays, 
** Errare poffum^ Hareticus ejfe nolo. And 
" except we put a difference betwixt 
" them that err ignorantly, ^nd them that 
" obftinately periift in it, how is it pof- 
^' (ible that any man fhould hope to be 
" faved ? Give me a Pope or ^ Cardinal, 
^' whom great affliSions have made to 
^^ know himfelf, whofe heart God hath 
" touched with true forrow for all his 
^^ fins, and filled with a love of Chrift and 
" his Gofpel ; whofe eyes are willingly 
<< open to fee the truth, and his mouth 
^^ ready to renounce all error, this one 
" opinion of merit excepted, which he 
'^ thinketh God will require at bis hands ; 
*' and becaufe he wanteth, trembleth, and 
** is difcouraged, and yet can fay. Lord, 
^^ cleanfe me from all my fecretjins ! fhall 

" I think. 
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*^ I think, becaufe of this, or a like error, 
^^ fuch men touch not fo much as the hem 
*' of Chrift's garment ? If they do, where- 
^' fore (hould I doubt, but that virtue may 
*^ proceed from Chrift to fave them ? No, 
^* I will not be afraid to fay to fuch a one, 
** You err in your opinion; but be of 
** good comfort ; you have to do with a 
^* merciful God, who will make the beft 
^* of that little which you hold well ; and 
** not with a captious fophifter, who ga- 
*^ thereth the worft out of every thing in 
^^ which you are miftaken." 

But it will be faid, fays Mr. Hooker, 
*^ The admittance of merit in any degree 
*' overthroweth the foundation, excludeth 
" from the hope of mercy, from all pofli- 
^* bility of falvation/' (And now Mr. 
Hooker's own words follow.) 

" What, though they hold the truth 
" fincerely in all other parts of Chriftian 
'< faith ? although they have in fome 
*' meafure all the virtues and graces of 
** the Spirit ? although they have all 
'* other tokens of Grod's children in them ? 
** although they be far from having any 

X 4 " proud 
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proud opinion, that they (hall be faved 
by the worthinefs of their deeds? al- 
though the only thing, that troubleth 
and molefteth them, be a little too much 
deje£lion, fomewhat too great a fear 
arifing from an erroneous conceit, that 
God will require a worthinefs in them^ 
which they are grieved to find wanting 
in themfelves ? although they be not 
obdinate in this opinion ? although 
they be willing, and would be glad to 
forfake it, if any one reafon were 
brought fufficient to difprove it ? al- 
though the only caufe why they do not 
forfake it ere they die, be their igno- 
rance of that means by which it might 
be difproved ? although the caufe why 
the ignorance in this point is not re- 
moved, be the want of knowledge in 
fuch as (hould be able, and are not to 
remove it ? Let me die (fays Mr. Hooker) 
if it be ever proved, that fimply an 
error doth exclude a Pope or Cardinal 
in fuch a cafe utterly from hope of 
life. Surely, I muft confefs, that if it 
be an error to think that God may be 

*^ merci- 
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^verciful to favt^ men^ «ven whentiMiy 
^ err, my greateft comfort is my ttMtt 
** were it not for the love I bear^iof'thto 
** error, I would nevet^ wifli to fpeakLprtt 
*«live/^ r - . ' ■' xr^iki^i " 

I was willing to tike^potice ofiAefe 
two pdnts, as fuppofing them ta he Terj 
materia] ; and that, as tbey me thus con« 
traaed, they maj^prdM^'to myfead^ 
er; as alfo for that tlu^ttnfwere be ai|^* 
ments of Mr. HookePs great and dear rea« 
fon, and equal charity .^ Other exceptions 
were alfo made againlMiim by Mr.'TraP- 
vers, a» ^' That he prayed befiyre, and not 
'< «fter, his fermons; that in his jimye r s 
<^ be named Biihops; thstlMlaieldMl^liOlil 
^' when he prayed, and ^rhtoK he iuMJHint 
^^ the Sacrament; and (fays Mn HiWfai 
^ in his defence) other excepdoKi fir llk% 
^'thefe, as but to Mme, I ihoidd''luuff 
^^ thought a greater fault than to eoDrfnIt ^. 
"them." 

And it is not unworthy the Hbting^ 
that, in the manage of fo great a oontrd^ 
verfy, a (harper reproof- than ^^i% arid 
one like it, did never fall ftom the hafvpy 

pen 
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pen of this humble man. That like it 
was upon a like occafion of exceptions^ 
to which his anfwer was, ^^ Your next 
^^ argument conGfts of railing and of rea- 
" fons: to your railing I fay nothing; to 
'' your reafons I lay what follows.*' And 
I am glad of this fair occalion to teftify 
the dove-like temper of this meek, this 
matchlefs man. Anddoubtlefs, if Almighty 
God had bled the difTenters from the ce- 
remonies and difcipline of this Church, 
with a like meafure of wifdom and hu- 
mility, inftead of their pertinacious zeal, 
then obedience and truth had kified each 
other; then peace and piety had flouriflied 
in our nation, and this Church and State 
had been bleft like Jerufalem, that s at 
unity wiib it/elf: but this can never be 
expected, till God ihall blefs the common 
people of this nation with a belief, " That 
" Schifra is a fin, and they not fit to judge 
*^ what is Schifm ;" and blefs them alfo 
with a belief, " That there may be of- 
** fences taken which are not given ;" and, 
<^ That laws are not made for private men 
^' to difpute, but to obey." 

And 



MR. RICHAJRP HOOKER. ^5 

. Aod this alfo may be worthy ot not** 
ing^ that thefe exceptipps of JA^ Tii^vym. 
agsjii^ft Mr. Hook^ prpved to be filUf^ 
trr^r^ for they were tbfs ^ufe pf hi^ ti^*- 
fcribing thofe £bw of \m feiTDOOf^ wbicb^ 
we xiQw fee printed with his hpoks i f^}dr 
of his Aofwer to Mr. T<rayers'# Suppliip^'v 
tion ; and of his mod l^ar^ed and ufef|4. 
difcourfe of J^fii^catipn^ of FifM^b^ 9X^4 
Works; ^nd by their ti;^nfcri^oo tb^y 
fell into fuch hands s^ have pTv^Cer^ed 
thepi frpm being Ipfi, as top many pf hi^; 
other ni4)t;chlefs writings wer^ ; and frpni 
tjaek I have g^^hered infiny pbiifnjfttipnti. 
in this difcsourfe of bis Jifef , ^^. 

Altec the publication of hi« Anfwer tP: 
the Peti^ipn of Mr. Travers, Mr. JHqoIi^ 
grew d^y into greats repute witJgi tbe 
moft learned Itnd wife pf the nation : bvft 
it bad a poqtrary tSipdi in very ijnany p£ 
the Temjde^ that were zealpus for Mr** 
Totvjers, and for bi^ CburphndifpipUnp $ 
infpmuch, that thppgh Mr. Tr^vcfa Mlt 
the place, yet the feeds of 4iAmMHP(. 
could not be rooted out of tb^ ippi#(y, 
by the great reafon, ^d as gmt( oiQfi)^*.* 
nefs, of this humble m^ : for thof^ the 

chief 
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chief Benchers gave him much reverence 
and encouragement, yet he there met 
with many negleSs and oppofitions by 
thofe of Mr. Travers's judgment ; info- 
much that it turned to his extreme grie£L: 
and, that he might unbeguile and win 
them, he defigned to write a deliberate, 
fober treatife of the Church's power to 
make canons for the ufe of ceremonies, 
and by law to impofe an obedience 
to them, as upon her children ; and this 
he propofed to do in eight books of the 
Laws of Ecclefiaftical Polity ; intending 
therein to (hew fuch arguments as (hould 
force an affent from all men, if reafon, de- 
livered in fweet language, and void of 
any provocation, we4e able to do it : and, 
that he might prevent all prejudice, he 
wrote before it a large preface or epiftle 
to the Diflenting Brethren, wherein there 
were fuch bowels of love, and fuch a 
commixture of that love with reafon, as 
was never exceeded but in holy writ; and 
particularly by that of St. Paul to hit 
dear brother and fellow -labourer Phile-* 
mon : than which none ever was more 
like this epiftle of Mr.. Hooker's. So 

that 
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that his dear friend and companion in 
his fiudies, Dr. S^ncer^ might, aft^ hh 
death, juftly f«y, ^^What admirable height 
of learning, and depth of judgment^ 
dwelt in the lowly mind of this truly 
'^ humble man ; great in all wife tnoi'f 
eyes, except his own ; with what gra- 
vity and majefly of fpeech hni tongue 
and pen uttered heavenly myfteries; 
whofe eyes, in the humility of. his 
heart, were always caft down to the 
<' ground ; how all things that proceeded 
^< from him were breathed as from the 
<^ fpirit of love ; as if he, like the bird of 
^' the Holy Ghoft, the dove^ liad wanted 
<< gall ; let thofe that knew'llini not in 
*' his perfon, judge by thefe li^ng images 
** of his foul, his writings/' * 

The foundation of thefe books was laid 

m 

in the Temple ; but he fimnd it no fit 
place to finifh what he had there defign- 
ed ; and he therefore eameftly folicited the 
Archbiihop for a remove fixim that place ; 
to whom be fpake to this purpole ; <* My 
^< Lord, when I loft the freedom of aiy 
'^ ceU, which was my colk^e^ yet I 

*• fount 
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** found fome degree of it in wry quiet 
" country parfonage : but I am weaiy of 
^^ the noife and oppofitions of this pkice ; 
*^ and indeed God and nature did not in- 
** tend me for contentions^ but for ftudy 
" and quietnefs. My Lord^ my particular 
" contefts with Mr, Travers here have 
" proved the more unjdeafant to me,be- 
'' caufe I believe him to be a good man ; 
^^ and that belief hath occafioned me to 
^* examine mine owrn confcience ooncem- 
^^ ing his opinions ; and^ to fatisfy that, 
** I have confulted the Scripture, and 
^* other laws, both human and divine, 
'^ whether the confcience of him, and 
'' others of his judgment, ought to be 
** ib far complied with, as to alter our 
" frame of Church-government, our man- 
'^ ner of God's worfhip, our praifing and 
** praying to him, and our eftabliOied cere- 
*' monies, as often as his and others ten- 
der confciences (hall require us. And, 
in this examination, I have not otAy 
" fatisfied myfelf, but have begun a trea- 
^* tife, in which T intend a juilification 
** of the laws of our ecclefiaftical polity; 

"in 
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** in which defign God and his holy an- 
** gels (hall at the laft great day bear me 
** that witnefs which my confcience now 
" does ; that my meaning is not to pro- 
*' voke any, but rather to fatisfy all ten- 
" der confciences : and I fliall never be 
" able to do this, but where I may ftudy, 
*^ and pray for God's bleffing upon my 
** endeavoui*s, and keep myfelf in peace 
" and privacy, and behold God*s bleffing 
^* fpring out of my mother earth, and eat 
" my own bread without oppofidons ; and 
** therefore, if your Grace can judge me 
^* worthy of fuch a favour, let me beg it, 
^^ that I may perfeft what I have be- 
*^ gun.'' 

About this time the parfonage or redory 
of Bofcum, in the diocefe of Saruni, and 
fix miles from that city, becaflnfe void. The 
Bifbop of Sarum is patron of it ; but in 
the vacancy of that fee, (which was three 
years betwixt the tranflation of Bifliop 
I'ierce to the fee of York, and Bi(hop 
CaldwelPs admiffion into it,) the difpofal 
of that, and all benefices belonging to 
that fee, during this (aid vacancy, camn' 

to 
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to be difpofed of by the Archbifliop of 
Canterbury ; and he prefented Richard 
Hooker to it in the year 1591. And 
Richard Hooker was alfo in the faid year 
inftituted, (July 17.) to be a Minor Pre- 
bend of Salifbury, the corps to it being 
Nether-Havin, about ten miles from that 
city ; which prebend was of no great 
value, but intended chiefly to make him 
capable of a better preferment in that 
church. In this Bolcum he continued 
till he had finiflied four of his eight 
propofed books of the Laws of Elccleliafli- 
cal Polity, and thefe were entered into 
the rcgifter-book in Stationers Hall, the 
9th of March 1592, but not publifhed till 
the year 1594, and then were with the be- 
fore mentioned large and afle£iionate pre- 
face, which he direfts to them that Jeei (as 
they term itj the reformation of the laufs 
and orders ecclejiajlical in the Church of 
England \ of which books I (hall yet fay 
nothing more, but that he continued his 
laborious diligence to iinifh the remaining 
four during his life; (of all which more 
properly hereafter ;) but at Bofcum he li- 

niflied 



Mr. RlCMAItD HOOKBll. ^Olt 

liiftied and publiihed but only the fifft 
four, being then in the 39th year of hift 
age. 

He left Bofcum in the yedr 1595, by a 
furrender of it into the hands of Bifliop . 
Caldwell; and he pfefented Benjamin 
RuflTeJ, who was inftituted into it the . 
2^d of June in the fame year. 

The parfonage of Bifliop's Borne in 
Kentj three miles from Canterbury, is in 
that Archbiftiop's gift : but, in the lattef 
end of the year 1594, Dr. William Red- 
man, the re^lor of it, was made Bifliop 
of Norwich ; by which means the powef 
of prefenting to it was pro ea vice in 
the Queen ; and ftie prefented Richard 
Hooker, whom flie loved well, to this good 
living of Borne, the feventh of July 1595 \ 
in which living he continued till hid 
death, without any addition of dignity dr 
profit. 

And now having brought our Richard 
Hooker from his birth-place, to this 
where he found a grave, I fliall only give 
fome account of his books, and of his be- 
haviour in this parfonage of Borne^ and 

VOL. I. Y « then 
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then give a reft both to myfdf and mj 
reader. 

His firft four books and large epifile 
have been declared to be printed at his 
being at Bofciim, aiino 1594* Next^ I 
am to tell^ that at the end of thefe four 
books there was, when he firft printed 
them, this Advertifement to the Reader : 
^^ I have for fome caufes thought it at 
^' this time more fit to let go thefe firft 
'* four books by themfelves, than to ftay 
*^ both theni and the reft, till the whole 
^^ might together be publifhed. Such 
'^ generalities of the caufe in queftion as 
^^ are here handled, it will be perhaps 
'^ not amifs to confider apart, by way 
" of introdu&ion unto the books that 
<^ are to follow concerning particulars ; 
^' in the mean time the reader is requefted 
'^ to mend the Printer's errors, as noted 
*^ underneath." 

And I am next to declare, that his fifth 
book (which is larger than his firft four) 
was firft alfo printed by itfelf, anno 1597^ 
and dedicated to his patron (for till then 
he chofe none) the Archbifhop. Thefe 

books 
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looks were read with an admiration of 
their excellency in this, and their juft fiune 
Ijpread itfelf alfo into foreign nations. And 
I have been told, more than forty years 
paft, that either Cardinal Allen, or learned 
Dr^ Stapleton, (both Engliihmen, and in 
Italy about the time when Hooker's fbor 
books were firft printed) , meeting with this 
general fame of them, were defirous to read 
an author, that both the reformed and the 
learned of their own Romiih Church did fo 
much magnify; and therefore caufed them 
to be fent for to Rome : and aftef reading 
them, boafted to the Pope, (which then was 
Clement the Eighth,) « That though he 
^^ had lately laid, he never met with an 
** Englifh book^ whofe writer delerved the 
^^ name of author ; yet there now ap* 
*^ peared a wonder to them, aiid it wodid 
^f be fo to his Holinefs, if it wiere in La^ 
'^ tin ; for a poor obfcure Englifh Rrieft 
^^ had writ four fuch books of Laws, and 
** Church-polity, and in a ftylc that exp 
^^ prefled fuch a grave and fo humble a ma- 
^' jefty, with fuch clear denlonfbation «^ 
^^ reafon, that in all their readings diey had 
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*^ not met with any that exceeded him f" 
and this begot in the Pope an earned defire 
that Dr. Stapleton (hould bring the faid 
four books, and, looking on the Englifb, 
read a part of them to him in Latin; 
which Dr. Stapleton did, to the end of 
the firft book ; at the conckifixm of which, 
the Pope fpake to this purpofe : *^ There 
" is no learning that this man hath not 
'* fearched into, nothing too hard for hki 
*' underftanding : this man indeed de- 
" ferves the name of an author: his books 
*' will get revwence by age ; for there is 
** in them ftrch feeds of eternity, that, if 
*' the reft be like this, they (haH laft tiH 
*^ the laft fire (hall confume all learning.*' 
Nor was this high, the only teftimony 
and commendations given to his books; 
for at the firft coming of King James into 
this kingdom, he enquired of the Arehbi- 
(hop Whitgift for his friend Mr. Hooker, 
that writ the books of Church-polity ; to 
which the anfwer was, that he died a 
year before Queen Elizabeth, who re- 
ceived the fad news of his death with 
very much forrow : to which the King 

replied. 
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replied, ** And I receive it with no left, 
^ that I ffaall want the defirecl hi^ptnefs 
^^ of feeing and difcourfing with that man, 
^^ from whofe books. I have received fuch 
^^ fatisfaftion: indeed, my Lord, I havo 
^ received more fatis&ftion in reading a 
^^ leaf, or paragraph, in Mr.< Hooker, ^ 
^ though it were but about the &{bion of 
*^ churches, or church-mufic, or the like, 
but efpecially of the Sacraments, than 
I have had in the reading particular 
^ large treatifes written but of one of 
^f thofe fubje^ by others, though very 
'^ learned men : and I obferve there is in 
*' Mr. Hooker no affe&ed language ; but 
ff a grave, comprehenfive, dear manifefia* 
<^ tion of reafon, and that backed with 
^^ the authority of the Scripture, the Fa- 
^^ thers and Schoolmen, and with all law 
^^ both facred and civil. And, though 
^' many others write well, yet in the next. 
*^ age they will be forgotten ; but doubts* 
'^ lefs there is in every page of Mr.. 
^f Hooker's book the pi^ure of a divini^ 
^< foul, fuch pidures of truth and reafon, 
<' and drawn in fo facred colours, that 

T 3 « they 
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*^ they fliall never fade, but give an im- 
" mortal memory to the author/' And 
it is fo tnily true, that the King thought 
what he fpake, that, as the moft learned 
of the nation have, and ftill do mention 
Mr. Hooker with reverence; fo he alfo 
did never mention him but with the epi- 
thet of learned J ox judicious ^ or reverendy or 
venerable Mr. Hooker. 

Nor did his fon, our late King Charles 
the Firft, ever mention him but with the 
fame reverence, enjoining his fon, our 
now gracious King, to be ftudious in Mr. 
Hooker's books. And our learned anti- 
quary Mr. Camden^, mentioning the 
death, the modefty, and other virtues of 
Mr. Hooker, and magnifying his books, 
wifhed, " that, for the honour of this, and 
** benefit of other nations, they were 
" turned into the univerfal language." 
Which work, though undertaken by 
many, yet they have been weary, and fbr- 
faken it : but the reader may now exped: 
it, having been long fince begun, and 

*■ la his Annals, 1599. 
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lately finiflied, by the happy pen of 
Dr. Earl, now^ Lord fiiihop of Saliibnry^ 
of whom I may jufily fay, (and let it not 
ofiend him, becaufe it is fuch a truth m 
ought not to be concealed from pofterity^ 
or thofe that now live, and yet know him 
not), that^ fince Mr. Hooker died, none 
have lived whom God hath blefifed witli 
more innocent wifdom^ more fimdified 
learning, or a more pioua^ peaceable, pri« 
mitive temper : fp that this excellent per* 
fon feems to be only like himfelf, and our 
venerable Richard Hooker $ apd only fit 
to make the learned of all nations happy, 
in knowing what hath been too long con- 
fined to the language of our little ifland. 

There might be many more and pA 
occafions taken to fpeak of his bodk% 
which none ever did or can commend too 
much ; but I decline them, and haflen t0 
an account of his Chriftian behaviour and 
death at Borne : in which place he con*' 
tinned his cuftomary rules of mortafication^ 
and felf-denial; was much in fyt&tig, fre- 
quent in meditation and prayers^-^iQoyfng 
thofe blefled returns, which only loen of 

Y4 flnft 
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ftrift lives feel and know, and of which 
men of loofe and godlefs lives cannot be 
made fenfible ; for fpiritual things are fpi- 
ritiially difcemed. 

At his entrance into this place, his 
friendfhip was much fought for by Dr. 
Hadrian Saravia, then or about that time 
made one of the Prebends of Canter^ 
bury ; a German by birth, and fome- 
times a paftor both in Flanders and Hol- 
land, where he had fludied and well 
confidered the controverted points con- 
cerning Epifcopacy and Sacrilege; and 
in England had a juft occafion to de- 
clare his judgment concerning both, unto 
his brethren minifters of the Low Coun-p 
tries ; which was excepted againft by 
Theodore Beza and others ; againft whofe 
exceptions he rejoined, and thereby be- 
came the happy author of many learned 
trails writ in JL^atin, efpecially of three ; 
one, of the Degrees of Minifters, and of 
the Bifhops' fuperiority above the Pre(by- 
tery ; a fecond, againft Sacrilege ; and a 
third, of Chriftian Obedience to Princes ; 
i\it laft being opcafioned by Gretzerus the 

Jefuit. 
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Jefuit. And it is obfervable, that when, 
in a time of church -tumults, Beza gave 
his reafons to the Chancellor of Scotland 
for the abrogation of Epifcopacy in that 
nation, partly by letters, and more fully 
in a treatife of a threefold Epifcopacy, 
(which he calls divine, human, and fa- 
tanical,) this Dr. Saravia had, by the help 
of Bifhop Whitgift, m^de fuch an early 
difcovery of their intentions, that he had 
aim oft as foon anfwered that treatife as it 
became public ; and he therein difcovered 
how Beza's opinion did contradi£b that of 
Calvin's and his adherents; leaving them 
to interfere with themfelves in point of 
Epifcopacy. But of thefe trafts it will 
not concern me to fay more, than that 
they were moft of them dedicated to his 
and the Church of England's watchful 
patron, John Whitgift, the Arcbbifhop ; 
and printed about the time in which Mr. 
Hooker alfo appeared firft to the world,* 
in the publication of his firft four books 
of Ecclefiaftical Polity. 

This friendftiip being fought for by this 
learned Do£lor, you may believe was not 

denied 
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denied by Mr. Hooker, who was by for^ 
tune fo like him, as to be engaged againft 
Mr. Travers, Mr. Cartwright, and others 
of their judgment, in a controverfy too 
like Dr. Saravia's ; fo that in this year cS 
1595, and in this place of Borne, thefe 
two excellent perfons began a holy friend- 
fhip, increafing daily to fo high and 
mutual affeftions, that their two wills 
feemed to be but one and the fame ; and 
their defigns both for. the glory of God, 
and peace of the Church, dill affifting and 
improving each other's virtues, and the 
defired comforts of a peaceable piety; 
which I have willingly mentioned, be- 
caufe it gives a foundation to fome things 
that follow. 

This parfonage of Borne is from Can- 
terbury three miles, and near to the cchd- 
mon road that leads from that city to 
Dover ; in which parfonage Mr. Hooker 
had not been twelve months, but his 
books, and the innocency and fan£kity of 
his life, became fo remarkable, that many 
turned out of the road, and others (fcho- 
lars efpecially) went purpofely to fee the 

man, 
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man^ whofe life and learning were lb 
much admired : and alas 1 as our Saviour 
faid of St. John Baptifi, JVbaiwsnitbeyaui 
to fee f a man clothed in purple and Jin^ 
linen ? No, indeed ; but an o5iS:}ure, hum- 
lefs man; a man in poor dotbes^ his 
loins ufually ^rt in a coarfe gown, or 
canonical coat ; of a mean ftature, and 
Aooping, and yet more lowly in the 
thoughts of his fotd: his body worn 
out, not with age, but fhidy and holy 
mortifications ; his £eu» full of heat-{um- 
pies, begot by his una&ivity and feden- 
tary life. And to this true chara&er of 
his perfon, let me add this of bis dif- 
pofition and behaviour: God and nature 
blefled him with fo blefled a baihfiilnels, I 
that as in his younger days his pu|^ 
might eafily look him out of countenance; 
fo neither then, nor in his age, cUd'ho 
ever willingly look any man in the fiu>e : 
and was of fo mild and humble a nature, 
that his poor pari(h-clerk and be did ne- 
ver talk but with both their hats on, or 
both off, at the fame time : and to this. 
m«y be added, that though he was not 

pur- 
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purblind, yet he was ihort or weak- 
fighted ; and where he fixed his eyes at 
the beginning of his femion, there they 
continued till it was ended : and the 
reader has a liberty to believe, that his 
modefty and dim fight were fome of the 
reafons why he trufted Mrs. Churchman 
to choofe his wife. 

This parifti-clerk lived till the third or 
fourth year of the late Long Parliament ; 
betwixt which time and Mr. Hooker's 
death there had come many to fee the 
place of his burial, and the monument 
dedicated to his memory by Sir William 
Cowper, who ftill lives; and the poor 
clerk had many rewards for (hewing Mr, 
Hooker's grave-place, and his f^d monu- 
ment, and did always hear Mr. Hooker 
mentioned with commendations and re- 
verence : to all which he added his own 
knowledge and obfervations of his humi-. 
lity and holinefs; and in all which dif- 
courfes the poor man was (till more con-r 
firmed in his opinion of Mr. Hooker's vir- 
tues and learning. But it fo fell out, that 
about the faid third or fourth year of the ' 

Long 
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Long Parliament, the then ftfefent parfcm 
of fiorae was fequeftered, (you may gueft 
why,) and a Genevian miniAer put into bis 
good living. This^ and other like feqneftra* 
tionsj made the clerk exprefd himfelf in a 
wonder, and fay, " They had fequefterdd 
** fo many good men, that be doubtedf if 
'^ his good mailer Mr. Hooker had lired 
*^ till now, they would have fequeftered 
'^himtoa" 

It was not long befdre this intruding 
tniniiler had made a party in and about 
the faid parifh, that were defirous to re- 
teive the Sacrament as in 'Geneva: to 
which end, the day was appointed tor a 
fele£t company, and forms and ftools let 
iibout the altar or communion-table^ for 
them to (it and eat and drink : but when 
they went about this work,' there was a 
want of fome joint-ftools, which the mi- 
^nifter fent the dlerk to fetch, and then to 
fetch cuihions, (but not to kneel upon.) 
When the clerk faw them begin to fit 
down, be began to wonder ; but the mi* 
nifter bade him ^* ceale wondering, and 

lock the church-door :'' to Wliom ho^ 

re- 
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replied, " Pray take you the keys, and 
** lock me out : I will never come more 
** into this church ; for all men will fay, 
'^ my mafter Hooker was a good man, and 
^^ a good fcholar ; and I am fure it was 
*^ not ufed to be thus in his days :" and 
report fays the old man went prefently 
home, and died ; I do not fay died imme- 
diately, but within a few days after. 

But let us leave this grateful clerk in 
his quiet grave, and return to Mr. Hooker 
himfelf, continuing our obfervations of 
his Chriftian behaviour in this place, 
where he gave a holy valediftion to all 
the pleafures and allurements of earth ; 
poiTefling his foul in a virtuous quietnefs, 
which he maintained by conftant fludy, 
prayers, and meditations. His ufe was to 
preach once every Sunday, and he or his 
Curate to catechife after the fecond leflbn 
in the evening prayer. His fermons were 
neither long nor eameft, but uttered with 
a grave zeal, and an humble voice: his 
•eyes always fixed on one place, to pre- 
vent his imagination from wandering; 
infomuch, that he feemed to ftudy as he 

fpake. 
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fpake. The defign of his fennons (as in- 
deed of all his difoourfes) was to fhew 
reafons for what he fpake ; and widi thefo 
reafons fuch a kind of rhetoric^ as £d ra- 
ther convince and perfuade, tbiin frighten 
men into piety ; ftudying not fo much fix* 
matter, (which he never wanted), as for 
apt illuftrations to inform and teach his 
unlearned hearers by iamiliar ezamplesy 
and then make them better by connnci^ 
ing applications; never labouring by hard- 
words, and then by needlels diftindions 
and fubdiftin&ions, toamufe his hearers, 
and get glory to himfelf $ but g^ory only 
to Grod. Which intention, he wocdd of* 
ten (ay, '^ was as difcemible in « pveacfaer, 
^' as a natural from an artifidal beauty/' 
He never fidled the Sunday hdSom 
every Ember-week to give notice oCit to 
his pariibioners, perfuading them bo^ to 
faft, and then to double their devotioua 
for a learned and pious Clergy^ bnt elpftp 
cially the laft ; faying often, ^^ That the 
'^ life of a pious Clergyman was vifi* 
<' ble rhetoric, and fo convincing, that 
^^the mod godleis men {though dney 

** would 
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" would not deny themfelves the enjoy* 
** ment of their prefent lufts) did yet fe- 
" cretly wifh themfelves like thofe of the 
" ftri61:eft lives." And to what he per- 
fuaded others, he added liis own example 
of fading and prayer^ and did ufually 
every Ember-week take from the parifti* 
clerk the key of the church-door, into 
which place he retired every day, and 
locked himfelf up for many hours ; and 
did the like moil Fridays^ and other days 
of fading. 

He would by no means omit the cuf- 
tomary time of proceffion, perfuading all, 
both rich and poor, if they defired the 
prefer vation of love, and tbeir parifli- 
rights and liberties, to accompany him in 
his perambulation } and moft did fo: in 
which perambulation he would ufually 
exprefs more pleafant difcourfe than at 
other times, and wduld then always drop 
fome loving and facetious obfervations to 
be remembered againft the next year, 
efpecially by the boys and young people; 
dill inclining them, and all his prefent 
paridiionersy to meeknefs, and mutual 

kind- 
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kindnefles and love ; becaufe Lov^ thinks 
Hot evilf but covers q, multitude of infirmi^ 
ties. 

He was diligent to enquire who of his 

jparifli were fick, or any ways diftreffed, 

jand would often yifit them, urifent for ; 

^fupjpofing that the fitteft timje to difcover 

to them thofe errors, to wjiicb health and , 

profperity had blinded thera. And having 

by pious reafons and prayers moulded 

' them into holy refolutions for the time to 
come, he would incline them to confeffion 
and bewailing their fins, with purpofe to 

"* forfake them, and then to receive the 
Communion, both as a ftrengthening of 
thofip holy refolutions, and as a feal be- 

^twixt God and them of his mercies to 
their fouls, in cafe that prefent ficknefs 
did put a period to their lives. 

And as he was thus watchful and cha- 
ritable to the^fick, fo he was as diligent 

* to prevent law-fuits, ftill urging his pa- 

» rifliioners and neighbours to bear with 

each other's infirmities, and live in love, 

becaufe, as St. John fays. He that lives in 

love, lives in God; for God is love. And, 

,yoL. I. z to 
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to maintain this holy fire of love con 
(lantly burning on the altar of a puT 
lieart, liis advice was to ivatcb and pray 
and always keep themfelves fit to receiv 
the Communion, and then to receive i 
often ; for it was both a confinninj 
and tirengthening qf their graces. Thi 
was his advice ; and at his entrance a 
departure out of any houfe, he would ufii 
ally fpeak to the whole family, and hle( 
them by name; infomuch, that aS h< 
I'eemed in his youth to be taught of God 
lb he fecmed in this place to teach hi 
precepts, as Enoch did, by walking wit) 
him in all holinefs and humility, makinj 
each day a flep towards a blelTed eternity 
And though, in this weak and declining 
age of the world, fuch examples are be- 
come barren, and almoft incredible ; ye 
let his memory be bleft with this true re 
cordation, becaufe he that praifes Richart 
Hooker, praifes God, who hath given fuel 
gifts to men ; and let this humble and af 
fectionate relation of him become fucb f 
pattern, as may invite poAerity to imitab 
thefe his virtues. 

Thii 
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This was his conftant behaviour both at 
Borne, and in all the places in which he 
lived : thus did he walk with God, and 
tread the footfteps of primitive piety'; and 
yet, as that great example of meeknefs 
and purity, even our blefled Jefus, was iiot 
free from falfe accufations, no more was 
this difciple of his, this moft humble, 
nioft innocent, holy man. His was a (lan- 
der parallel to that of chafte Sufannah's 
by the wicked Elders ; or that againft St. 
Athanafius, as it is recorded in his life, (for 
that holy man had heretical enemies,) a 
flander which this age calls trepanning. 
The particulars need not a repetition 5 and 
that it was falfe, needs no other teftimony 
than the public puniflijnentof hisaccufers, 
and their open confi^ffion of hisinnocency. 
It was faid, that the accufation was con- 
trived by a diffenting brother, one that 
endured not church -ceremonieiB, hating 
him for his book's fake, which he was 
not able to anfwer ; and his name hath 
been told me : but I have not fo much 
confidence in the relation, as to make my 
pen fix a fcandal on him to pofterity ; 1 

z % fhall 
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fliall rather leave it doubtful tiU the grea 
day of revelation. But this is certaia 
tliat he lay under the great charge, am 
the anxiety of this accufation, and kepi 
it fecret to himfelf for many mondial 
and, being a helplefs man, had lain lon- 
ger under this heavy burthen, but thai 
the proteftor of the innocent gave fuel 
an accidental occafion, as forced him K 
make it known to his two deareft friends, 
Edvvyn Sandys, and George Cranmer, whc 
werl fo fenfible of their tutor's fufferings. 
that they gave themfelves no^reft, till by 
their diftjuilitions and diligence they had 
found out the fraud, and brought him the 
welcome news, that his aocufers did con- 
fefs they had wronged him, and begged 
his pardon. To which the good man's re- 
ply was to this purpofe : " The Lord for- 
" give them ; and the Lord blefs you ft>r 
" this comfortable news. Now I hare a 
"juft occafion to fay with SolomoOj 
" FrLfztis are horn for the days ofadverfily; 
" and fuch you have proved to me. And 
*' to my God I fay, as did the mother of 
" St. John Baptift, Tbta bath the Lird 
« dealt 
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'^ dealt with mcj in the day wherein be 
*^ looked upon me^ to take away my reproach 
** among men. And, O my God, neither 
*' my life, nor my reputation, are fafe in 
*^ mine own keeping ; but in thine, who 
*^ didft take care of me when I yet hanged 
*^ upon my mother's bread. Bleffed are 
*^ they that put their truft in thee, O 
*^ Lord : for when falfe witneffes were 
" rifen up again ft me ; when fhame was 
" ready to cover my face; when my nights 
*^ were reftlefs ; when my foul thirfted for 
^* a deliverance, as the hart panteth after 
" the rivers of waters ; then thou. Lord, 
" didft hear my complaints, pity my condi- 
** tion, and art now become my deliverer; 
" and as long as I live I will hold up my 
" hands in this manner, attd magnify thy, 
^* mercies, who didft not give me over as 
a prey to mine enemies : the net is 
broken, and they are taken in it. Oh ! 
'^ bleffed are they that put their truft 
^* in thee. And no profperity (hall make 
*^ me forget thofe days of forrow, or 
*^ to perform thofe vows that I have 
'' made to thee in the days of my afflic- 

z 3 " tion ; 
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** tion ; for with fuch facriiices, thou, O 
** God, art well pleafed ; and I will pay 
*' them." 

Thus did the joy and gratitude of thia 
good man's heart break forth; and it is 
obfervable, that as the invitation to this 
dander was hi» meek behaviour and dove- 
like fimplicity, for which he waff remark- 
able 5 fo his chriftian charity ought to be 
imitated. For though the fpirit of re- 
venge is fo pleafing to mankind, that it 
is nevbr conquered but by a fupernatural 
grace, revenge being indeed fo deeply 
rooted in human nature, that, to prevent 
the exceffes of it, (for men would not 
know moderation,) Almighty God allows 
not any degree of it to any man, but fays. 
Vengeance is mine : and though this be f^d 
pofitively by God himfelf, yet this revenge 
is fo pleafing^ that man is hardly perfuaded 
to fabmit the manage of it to the time, 
and juftice, and wifdom of his Creator^ 
but would haften to be his own executionei 
of it. And yet neverthelefs, if any mar 
ever did wholly decline and leave thij 
pleafing paffion to the time and meafun 

of 
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of God alone, it was this Richard Hooker^ 
of whom I write: for when his ilanderers 
were to fuffer, he laboured to procure 
their pardon ; and when that was denied 
him, his reply was, " That however he 
** would fall, and pray that God would 
*' give them repentance, and patience to 
*^ undergo their punifhment.'" And his 
prayers were fo far returned into his owh 
bofom, that the firft was granted, if we 
may believe a penitent behaviour, and an 
open confeflion. And it is obfervable, 
that after this time he would often fay 
to Dr. Saravia, " O with what quietnefs 
" did I enjoy my foul, after I was free 
*' from the fears of my (lander ! And 
>* how much more after a conflict and 
« victory over my deiires of revenge !" 

About the year 1600, and of his age for- 
ty-fix, he fell into [a long and (harp fibknefs,") 
occafioned by a cold taken in his paflage 
by water betwixt London and Gravefend ; 
from the malignity of which he was never 
recovered : for after that time, till his deaths 
he was not freeurom thoughtful days and 
relllefs nightsV* but a Tubmiffion to his will 

' z 4 that 
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that makes the fick man's bed eafy^ by gir 
ing reft to his foul, made his very languifh 
ment comfortable : and yet all this time h( 
was folicitous in his ftudy, and laid often ti 
Dr. Saravia, (who faw him daily, and wa 
the chief comfort of his life,) " That h 
" did not beg a long life of God for an] 
^^ other reafon, but to live to finifh hi 
^* three remaning books of Polity ; an< 
" then. Lord, let thy fervant depart ii 
*^ peace ;" which was his ufual expref 
fion. And Grod heard his prayers, thougl 
he denied the Church the benefit of them 
as completed by himfelf ; and it is though 
he haftened his own death, by hafteninj 
to give life to his books, fiut this is cer- 
tain, that the nearer he was to his death 
the more he grew in humility, in boh 
thoughts, and refolutions. 

About a month before his death, thii 
good man, that never knew^ or at leai 
never confidered, the pleafures of the pa 
late, became firft to lofe his appetite, am 
then to have an averfenefs to all food, in< 
fonmch that he feemed to live fome in- 
termitted weeks by the fmell of mea 

only 
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i^nly, and yet ftiU ftjudied emA wmU* Abd 
pow his guardian «ngel feemedtOifeflOlcl 
bim, that the day of his diflc^tiiMi ^dmtt 
near ; for whidi his vigorom fbiil appeand 
to tfairft. ... 

la this time of bis' fidca^ iodl mA 
many days before hi* 4tm^ hi^ hmA 
was robbed ; of which ho faandng iMipQ^ 
his queftion waa^ ^' Are my boob Mni 
'< vmtten papers fafe?'- And hmng'in^ 
fwered^ that, they were; bis reply. wa% 
'< Then it matters not f for tto odier: kft 
^* can trouble me/^ . , .: -i.* 

. About one day before hk death^ifil^ 
JSaravi% who knew . the Mfjf teqrti flf 
liis foul^ (for they weta §app(Xbi*pB im 
:cohfeflbrs to each othory) flMMBiis Jpri^ 
and, after a oonforence oftii»k'heil^fllli 
neceffity, and fafety of the ChiarcVMtkt^ 
lutimiy it was refodved the Dodov ftaoM 
gi?e tdm both that and the Sacfameotthe 
day following. To vfbkb .e4d the Doe- 
tor came, and, after a ibort nrttrem^ 
and privacy, they two retuiBed to the 
company ; and then die Dodor gave lnini| 
and fome of tbofe firienda wiifgbmmmtt 

with 
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with him, the blefled Sacrament of the 
body and blood of our Jefus. Which 
being performed, tlie DoAor thought he 
faw a reverend gaiety and jfoy in his face; 
but it lafted not long ; for his bodily in« 
firmities did return fuddenly, and became 
more vifible^ infomuch that the Dodor 
apprehended death ready to feize him ; 
yet, after fome amendment, left him at 
night, with a promife to return early the 
day following ; which he did, and then 
found him better in appearance, deep in 
contemplation, and not inclinable to dif- 
courfe ; which gave the Dodor occafion 
to require his prefent thoughts. To which 
he replied, *^ That he was meditating the 
^^ number and nature of angels, and their 
'^ blefled obedience and order, without 
'^ which> peace could not be in Heaven ; 
*^ and oh ! that it might be fo on earth !" 
After which words, he faid, " I have 
^^ lived to fee this world is made up of 
^^perturbations; and I have been long 
^^ preparing to leave it, and gathering 
*^ comfort for the dreadful hour of mak- 
^* iMg my account with God, which I 

now 
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now apprehend to be nearf and 
though 1 have by his grace loved him 
" in my youth, and feared him iti minef 
** age, and laboured to have a confciehcc^ 
" void of offence to him, and to all men ; 
** yet if thou, O Lord, be extreme to 
^^ mark what I have done amifs» whocto 
** abide it? And therefore, whefe I have 
" failed,^ Lord, fliew mercy to me ; for I 
** plead not my righteoufnefe, but the for- 
" givenefs of my unrighteoufnefs, for his 
** merits, who died to purchafe pardon for 
** penitent finners. And fince I owe thee 
** a death, Lord, let it not be terrible, and 
" then take thine own time ; I fiibmit 
*> to it : let not mine, O Lord^ but let 
" thy will be done." With which expref-^ 
fion he •fell into a dangerous (lumber; 
dangerous as to his recovery : yet reco- 
ver he did, but it was to fpeak only thefe 
few words : " Good Doftor, God hath 
'' heard my daily petitions, fol* I an* at 
" peace with all men, and he is at peace 
** with me ; and from that bleffed aflurance 
** I feel that inward joy, which this world 
** can neither give nor take from me : 

" my 
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•^ my confcience beareth me this witneft^ 
*^ and this witneis makes the thoughts ol 
^^ death joyful. I could wifh to live tc 
*^ do the Church more fervice ; but cannot 
** hope it, for my days are paft as a flia- 
'* dow that returns not/* More he would 
have fpoken, but his fpirits failed him ; 
and, after a fhort confli6l betwixt nature 
and death, a quiet (igh put a period to 
his laft breath, and fo he fell afleep. And 
now he feems to reft like Lazarus in 
Abraham's bofom. Let me here draw his 
curtain, till with the moft glorious com-* 
pany of the Patriarchs and Apoftles, the 
moft noble army of Martyrs and Confef- 
fors, this moft learned, moft humble, 
holy man ftiall alfo awake to receive an 
eternal tranquillity, and with it a greater 
degree of glory, than common Chriflians 
(hall be made partakers of. 

In the mean time, Blefs^ O Lord I Lordy 
hlefs his bretbreriy the Clergy of this nation^ 
with effedual endeavours to attaiuy if not 
to bis great learnings yet to his remarkable 
meehnefsj bis godly Jimplicity, and bis Cbrif- 
tian moderation 3 for thefe will bring pgacs 

at 
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at the lajl, Andy Lord, let bis moji excel" 
lent writings be hlejl with what be 'deJigneJL 
when he undertook thftn: which wcai^ 
glory to thee, God on higby peace in thy 
Church f and good will to mankind. 'Amen^ 
Amen. 



• • • 



IZAAK WALTONi 



rf 



\ 



Tbi$ 



4 




This foUoKving Epitaph was hngjince prefented i 
the <worJdy in memory of Mr. Hooker, by Si 
William Cow per, who alfo buiU him af^A 
monument in Borne Churchy and acknowJedgi 
him to have been hisfpiritual Father, 

1 J-IOUGH nothing can be fpoke worthy his fame. 

Or the remembrance of that precious name, 

Judicious HooKF.R ; though this coft be fpcnt 

On him, that hath a lading monument 

In his own books ; yet ought we to exprefs. 

If not his worth, yet our refpcftfulnefs. 

Church-ceremonies he maintain'd ; then why 

Without all ceremony (hould be die? 

Was it becaufe his life and death (hould be 

Both equal patterns of humility ? 

Or that perhaps this only glorious one 

Was above all, to afk, why had he none ? 

Vet he, that lay fo long obfcurely low, 

Doth now preferr*d to greater honours go. 

Ambitious men, learn hence to be more wife. 

Humility is the true way to rife : 

And God in me this lelTon did infplre. 

To bid this humble man, « Friend, (it up high'r.*^ 
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AN 

APPENDIX 

TO 

THE LIFE 

or 

Mr. RICHARD HOOKER. 

And now having by a long and labori- 
ous fearch fatisfied myfelf, and I hope my 
reader, by imparting to him the true rela- 
tion of Mr. Hooker's life ; I am defirouy 
ajfo to acquaint him with fome obfervar 
tions that relate to it, and which could 
not properly fall to be fpoken till after his 
deaths of which my reader may expeft a 
brief and true account in the following 
Appendix. 

And firft, it is not to be doubted but 
that he died in the forty-feventh, if not in 
the forty-fixth year of his age ; which 1 
mention, becaufe many have believed him 
to be more aged : but I have fo examined 

it, 
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it, as to be confident I miftake not ; and 
for the year of his death, Mr. Camden, 
who in his Annals of Queen Elizabeth, 
1599, mentions him with a high com- 
mendation of his life and learning, de- 
clares him to die in the year 1599 ; and 
yet in that infcription of his monqipent, 
fet up at the charge of Sir William Cow-r 
per, in Borne Church, where Mr. Hooker 
was buried, his death is there faid to be 
in anno 1 603 ; but doubtlefs both uniftaken ; 
for I have it attefted under the \iand o£ 
William Somner, the Archbifliop's Re- 
gifter for the province of Canterbury, 
that Richard Hooker's will bears date 
Oftober 26, in anno 1600, an<J that it 
was proved the third of Decen^ber follow* 
ing». 

a And the reader may take notice, that (ince I firft 
writ this Appendix to the Life of Mr. Hooker, Mr, Ful- 
man, of Corpus Chrifti College, hath (hewed me a good 
authority for the very day and hour of Mr. Hooker^s 
death, in one of his books of Polity, which had been 
Archbifliop Laud's. In which book, befide many con- 
fiderablc marginal notes of fome paflages of his time, 
under the Bi(hop*s own hand, there is alfo written in 
the title-page of that book (which now is Mr. Fulman'i) 
this^tteftation : 

" Ricbardut 
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And that at hifr deatK he left four 
daughters, Alice, Cicily, Jane, and Mar- 
garet ; that he' gave to each of them an 
hundred pound; that he left Joan, his 
wife, his fole executrix ; and that, by his 
inventory, his eftate (a great part of it 
being in books) came to 1092!. 9s. 2d. 
which was much more than he thought 
himfelf worth ; and which was not got 
by his care, much lefs by the good houfe- 
wifery of his wife, but faved by his trufty 
fervant, Thomas Lane^ that was wifer 
than his matter in getting money for him, 
and more frugal than his miftrefs in 
keeping of it. Of which .will of *Mn 
Hooker's I (hall fay no more, but that 
his dear friend Thomas, the father of 
George Cranmer, (of whom I have fpo- 
ken, and (hall have occafion to fay more,) 
was one of the witneffes to it. 

One of his elder daughters was married 
to one Chalinor, fometime a fchool-mal^ 

** Richardus Hooker vir fummis dodrinae dotibus or- 
** natus, de Ecclefia prsecipue Anglicana optime meritus, 
«* obiitNovemb. z. circitcr horam fecundam poftmeridia- 
** nam, Anno 1600.*' 
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ter in Chichefter, and are both dead loi 

iince. Margaret, his youngeft daughtc 

was married unto Ezekiel Charke, fiachi 

lor in Divinity, and Reflor of St. N 

cholas in Harbledown near Canterbur 

who died about (ixteen years paft, ai 

hdd a fon Ezekiel, now living, and in £ 

cred orders, being at this time Redor 

Waldron in SufTex. She left alfo a daugl 

ter, with both whom I have fpoken m 

many months pad, and find her to be 

widow in a condition that wants not 

but very far from abounding. And the! 

two attefted unto nie, that Richard Hooli 

er, their grandfather, had a filler, bynaa 

Elizabeth Harvey, that lived to the aj 

of 121 years, and died in the month < 

September, 1663. 

For his other two daughters I can leai 
little certainty, but have heard they hot 
died before they were marriageable. An 
for his wife, (he was fo unlike Jephtha^ 
daughter, that (he (laid not a comely tin 
to bewail her widowhood; nor lived lon^ 
enough to repent her fecond marriage 
for which, doubtlefsj (he would hav 

foun< 
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found caufe, if there had been but foot- 
months betwixt Mr. Hooker's and her 
death. But (he is dead, and let her other 
infirmities be buried with her. 

Thus much briefly for his age, the year: 
of his death, his efiate, his wife, and his 
children. I am next to fpeak of his books ; 
concerning which I (hall have a neceffity 
of being longer, or (hall neither do right 
to myfelf, or my reader, which is chiefly 
intended in this Appendix. 

I have declared in hia Life, that he pro- 
pofed eight books, and that his 6r(l four 
were printed anno J594, and his fifth book 
firft printed, and alone, anno J597 ; and 
that he lived to finifh the remaining three 
of the propofed eight : but whether we* 
have the laft three as finifhed by himfel^'. 
is a jufl and material queflion>; concerning 
which I do declare, that I have been told . 
almofl forty years paft, by one that very 
well knew Mr. Hooker and the affairs of 
his family, that, about a month after the 
death of Mr. Hooker, Bifbop Whitgift, 
then Archbifliop of Canterbury, fent 

A a 2 one 
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one of his Chaplains to enquire of Mn 

Hooker, for the three remaining books c 

Polity, writ by her hufbaod: of whic 

ftie would not, or could not, give any ac 

count : and that about three months aftfl 

that time the Bifliop procured her to b 

fent for to London, and then by bis pro 

curement (he was to be examined b^ 

fome of her Majefty's Council, concemitfj 

the difpofal of thofe books i but, by wa; 

of preparation for the next day's extoii 

nation, the Bi{ho[i invited her to Lam 

beth, and, after fome friendly queftions 

fhe confefled to him, *^ that one Mr 

^^ Charke, and another Minifter tha 

** dwelt near Canterbury, came to her 

** and defired that they might go into he 

^^ hufband's ftudy, and look upon fovtn 

** of his writings : and that there the] 

*^ t>vo burnt and tore many of them, af 

^* furing her, that they were writings na 

*' fit to be feen ; and that (he knew nothing 

" more concerning them," Her lodging 

was then in King-ftreet in Wefiminfter. 

where ibe was found next morning dead 

in 
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;in her bed, and her newhufband fufpefted 
and queftioned for it: but he was de- 
clared innocent of her death. 

And I declare alfo, that Dr. John 
Spencer, (mentioned in the Life of Mr. 
Hooker,) who was of Mr. Hooker's col- 
lege, and of his time there, and betwixt 
whom there was fo friendly a friendfhip, 
that they continually advifed together in 
all their ftudies, and particularly in what 
concerned thefe books of Polity — this 
Dr. Spencer, the three perfeft books be- 
ing loft, had delivered into his hands (I 
think by Biftiop Whitgift) the imperfeft 
books, or fij-ft rough draughts of them, 
to be made as perfeft as they might be 
by him, who both knew Mr. Hooker'B 
hand-writing, and was beft acquainted 
with his intentions. And a fair teftimony 
of this may appear by an epiftle firft and 
ufually printed before Mr. Hooker's five 
books, (but omitted, I know not why, 
in the laft impreffion of the eight printed 
together in anno 1662, in which thepub- 
lifhers feem to impofe the three doubtful 
books to be the undoubted books of Mr, 

A a 3 Hooker,) 
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Hooker,) with thefe two letters J. S. at 
the end of the faid epiftle, which was 
meant for this John Spencer : in which 
epiftle the reader may find thefe words, 
which may give fome authority to what 
I have here written of his laft three books. 
" And though Mr. Hooker haftened his 
'* own death by haftening to give life to 
" his books, yet he held out with his 
*' eyes to behold thefe Benjamins, thefe 
" fons of his right hand, though to him 
" they proved Benonies, fons of pain and 
" forrow. But fome evil difpofed minds^ 
*^ whether of malice, or covetoufnefs, or 
" wicked blind zeal, it is uncertain, as 
*^ foon as they were bom, and their 
" father dead, fmothered them, and, by 
" conveying the perfeft copies, left unto 
" us nothing but the old imperfeft man-^ 
*' gled draughts difniembered into pieces ; 
*^ no favour, no grace, not the (hadow of 
*' themfelves remaining in them. Had 
*' the father lived to behold them thus de- 
*' faced, he might rightly have named 
'^ them Benonies, the fons of forrow : 
*' but being the learned will not fuffer 

" them 
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^f them to die and be buried, it is intended 
^> the world fhall fee them as they are ; 
*' the learned will find in them fome fha- 
*' dows and refemblances of their father's 
*^ face. God grant, that as they were 
" with their brethren dedicated to the 
" Church for meffengers of peace ; fo, in: 
** the ftrength of that little breath of life 
^} that remaineth in them, they may pro- 
** Iper in their work, and, by fatisfying the 
^^ doubts of fuch as are willing to learn,* 
** they may help to give an end to the 
*' calamities of thefe our civil wars." 

J. S. 

And next the reader may note, that 
this Epiftle of Dr. Spencer's was writ 
and firft printed within four years after 
the death of Mr. Hooker, in which time 
all diligent fearch had been made for the 
perfect copies ; and then granted not re- 
coverable, and therefore endeavoured to 
be completed out of Mr. Hooker's rough 
draughts, as is exprefl'ed by the faid Dr. 
Spencer in the faid Epiftle, fince whofc 
death it is now fifty years. 

A a 4 And 
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And I do profefs by the faith of a 
Chriftian, that Dr. Spencer's wife (who 
was my aunt, and fifter to George Cran- 
nier, of whom I have fpoken) told me 
forty years fince, in thefe, or in words to 
this purpofe : '* That her hufband had 
^^ made up or finiflied Mr. Hooker's laft 
** three books ; and that upon her huf- 
** band's death-bed, or in his laft ficknefs, 
** he gave them into her hand, with a 
" charge they (hould not be feen by any 
" man, but be by her delivered into the 
*^ hands of the then Archbiftiop of Can- 
" terbury, which was Dr. Abbot, or unto 
" Dr. King, then Bifliop of London, and 
" that (he did as he enjoined her." 

1 do conceive, that from Dr. Spencer's^ 
and no other copy, there have been divers 
tranfcripts 5 and I know that thefe were 
to be found in feveral places ; as namely. 
Sir Thomas Bodley's Library ; in that of 
Dr. Andrews, late Bifliop of Winton; in 
the late Lord Conway's ; in the Archbifhop 
of Canterbury's ; and in the Bifhop of Ar- 
magh's ; and in many others : and mofi 
of thefe pretended to be the Author's own 

hand^ 
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hand, but much difagreeing, being in- 
deed altered and diminiihed, as men have 
thought fitteft to make Mr. Hooker'* 
judgment fuit with their fancies, or give 
authority to their corrupt deiigns ; and 
for proof of a part of this, take thefe fol- 
lowing teftimonies. 

Dr. Barnard, fometime Chaplain to Dr. 
Ufher, late Lord Archbifliop of Armagh, 
hath declared in a late book, called Clavi 
Trabalesj printed by Richard Hodgkin- 
fon, anno 1661, that, in his fearch and 
examination of the faid Bifhop's manu- 
fcripts, he found the three written book» 
which were fuppofed the fixth, feventh, 
and eighth of Mr. Hooker's books of Ec- 
clefiaftical Polity; and that in the (aid 
three books (now printed as Mr. Hooker's) 
there are fo many omiffions, that they 
amount to many paragraphs, and which 
caufe many incoherencies : the omiifions 
are by him fet down at large in the l^d 
printed book, to which I refer the reader 
for the whole ; but think fit in this place 
to infert this following fliort part of fome 
of the faid omiifions, 

" Firft, 
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^^ Firft, as there could be in natural 
*^ bodies no motion of any thing, unlefs 
*^ there were fome firft which moved all 
** things, and continued unmoveable ;. 
^* even fo in politic focieties there muft 
" be fome unpunifliable, or elfe no man 
" fliall fuffer puniftiment : for fith pu- 
^* nifliments proceed always from fupe- 
" riors, to whom the adminiftration of 
" juftice belongeth ; which adminiftration 
** muft have neceflarily a fountain^ that 
** deriveth it to all others, and receiveth 
*^ not from any, becaufig otherwife the 
*^ courfe of juftice fliould go infinitely in 
*^ a circle, every fuperior having his fupe- 
*^ rior without end, which cannot be : 
'^ therefore a well-fpring, it followeth, 
'^ there is, a fupreme head of juftice, 
*' whereunto all are fubjeft, but itfelf in 
'* fubjeftion to none. Which kind of pre- 
*^ eminency if fome ought to have in a 
'^ kingdom, who but the King ftiall have 
<*it? Kings therefore, or no man, can 
" have lawful power to judge. 

" If private men offend, there is the 
<' magiftrate over them, which judgeth ; 

"if 
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*^ if magiftrates, they have their prince; 
*' if princes, there is Heaven, a tribunal, 
*^ before which they fliall appear ; oil 
** earth they are not accountable to any/* 
Here, fays the Dr. it breaks off abruptly. 

And I have thefe words alfo attefted 
Under the hand of Mr. Fabian Philips, a 
man of note for his ufeful books. *^ I 
*^ will make oath, if I (hall be required, 
«* that Dr. Sanderfon, the late Biftiop of 
•* Lincoln, did a little before his death 
'' affirm to me, he had feen a manufcript 
•* affirmed to him to be the hand-writing 
•^ of Mr. Richard Hooker, in which there 
'* was no mention made of the King or 
** fupreme governor's being accountable 
** to the people. This I will make oath| 
^* that that good man attefted to me." " 

Fabian Philips* 

So that there appears to be both omif<«' 
fions and additions in the faid laft thretf 
printed books ; and this may probably b6 
one reafon why Dr. Sanderfon, the faid 
learned Bifliop, (whofe writings are fd 
highly and juftly valued,) gave a RiiSt 

charge 
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charge near the time of his death, or in 
his lad will, ^^ That nothing of his that 
*^ was not already printed, (hould be 
^^ printed after his death." 

It is well known how high a value our 
learned King James put upon the books 
writ by Mr. Hooker; and known alfo that 
our late King Charles (the martyr for tho 
Church) valued them the fecond of all 
books, teftified by his commending them 
to the reading of his fon Charles, that 
now is our gracious King : and you may 
fuppofe that this Charles the Firft wad 
not a (Iranger to the pretended three books; 
becaufe, in a difcourfe with the Lord Say, 
in the time of the Long Parliament, when 
the faid Lord required the King to grant 
the truth of his argument, becaufe it was 
the judgment of Mr. Hooker, (quoting 
him in one of the three written books,) 
the King replied, *^ They were not al- 
<^ lowed to be Mr. [looker's books : but^- 
** however, he would allow them to be 
« Mr. Hooker's, and confent to what his 
** Lordfliip propofed to prove out of thofe 
*^ doubtful books, if he would but confent 

" to 
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'' to the judgment of Mr. Hooker in th« 
*^ other five, that w6re tho undoubted 
** books of Mr. Hopker/^ ^ ■ 

In this relation condefning thefe tldw 
doubtful books of Mr. Hooker^s, my pur* 
pofe was to enquire, then fet.down whal 
I obferved and know ; v^ieh I have dooe^ 
not as an engaged perfon, but indifler* 
ently ; and now lea,vtihy rtader to giv» 
fentence, for their legitimation^ aff tohiQ^ 
felf ; but fo as to leaire dther» <riie fitdMe^ 
berty of believing, or difbolimn^ ikmtt 
to be Mr. Hooker^s t audit hdbSmnkttn 
that as Mr. Hoc^er aidviiiBd with Dr« SpMn^ 
cer, in the defign nd- numagti of Atik 
books ; fo alfb, and chi«Sy,i«iilb4MMi(' 
pupil, George Cranmar^ (wimfe ABmrntfi 
the wife of Dr. Spencer,) of whidv* 
following letter may be a tefiinonjjp^: 
doth alfo give authority Id fome diiaglr 
mentioned both iti thit Aptiemi^Tt moAHltt 
the life of Mr. HooA^i mk to »th BWjftii» 
added. * ■ ' ( ^ 

■ J. wT 
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GEORGE CRANMER'S LETTER 

UNTO 

Mr. RICHARD HOOKER. 

FEB. 1598, 

What poftenty is likely to judge of 
thefe matters concerning Church -difci- 
pline, we may the better conjedure, if we 
call to mind what our own age^ within few- 
years, upon better experience^ hath already 
judged concerning the fame. It may be 
remembered, that at firft the greatefl part 
of the learned in the land were either 
eagerly affefled, or favourably inclined 
that way. The books then written for 
the moft part favoured of the difciplinary 
ftyle ; it founded every where in pulpits, 
and in common phrafe of men's fpeech* 
The contrary part began to fear they had , 
taken a wrong courfe ; many which im- 
pugned the difcipline, yet lb impugned 

it. 



UNTO MR. RICHARD HOOKBR. 367 

•it, not as not being the better form of 
government, but as not being fo conveni- 
ent for our ftate, in regard of dangerous 
innovations thereby like to grow : » one 
man alone there was to fpeak of, (whom 
let no fufpicion of flattery deprive of his 
deferved commendation,) who, in the de- 
fiance of the one part, and courage of 
the other, flood in the gap, and gave 
others refpite to prepare themfelves tp 
the defence, which, by the fudden eager- 
tiefs and violence of their adveriaries, had 
otherwife been prevented, wherein Go4 
hath made good unto him bis own im- 
prefs, Fincit (jut patitur : for what contu- 
melious indignities he hath at their handt 
fuflained, the world is witnefs ; and what 
reward of honour above his adverlariet ' 
God bath beftowed upon him, themfelvea 
(though nothing glad thereof) muft needa 
confefs. Now of late years the heat of 
men towards the difcipline is greatly de«* ' 
cayed; their judgments begin to fway on 
the other fide : the learned have weighed 



• John Whitfifty the ArchbiihQ|i. 
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It, and found it light : wife men conceive 
fome fear, left it prove not only not the 
beft kind of government, but the very 
bane and deftru6tion of all government! 
The caufe of this change in men's o{nni;> 
ons may be drawn from the general na<> 
ture of error, difguifed and clothed with 
the name of truth 5 which did mightily 
and violently poiTefs men at firft, but af- 
terwards, the weaknefs thereof being by 
time difcovered, it loft that reputation, 
which before it had gained. As by the 
out fide of an houfe the pafters by are 
oftentimes deceived, till they fee the con- 
veniency of the rooms within ; fo, by the 
very name of difcipline and reformation, 
men were drawn at firft to caft a fancy 
towards it, but now they have not. con-* 
tented themfelves only to pafs by and 
behold afar off the fore-front of this re- 
formed houfe ; they have entered in, even 
at the fpecial requeft of mafter- workmen 
and chief-builders thereof: they have 
perufed the rooms, the lights, the conve-< 
niences, and they find them not anfwer- 
able to that report which was made of 

them, 
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them, nor to that opinion which upon 
report they had conceived : fo as now 
the difcipline, which at firft triumphed 
over all, being unnia(ked, beginneth to 
droop, and hang down her head. 

The caufe of change in opinion con- 
cerning the difcipline is proper to the 
learned, or to fuch as by them have been 
inftrufted. Another caufe there is more 
open, and more apparent to the view of 
all, namely, the courfe of praftice, which 
the reformers have had with us from the 
beginning. The firft degree was only 
fome fmall difference about the cap and 
furplice ; but not fuch as either bred divi- 
fion in the Church, or tended to the ruin 
of the government eftabliflied. Thjs was 
peaceable ; the next degree more ftirring. 
Admonitions were directed to the Parlia- 
ment in peremptory fort againft our whole 
form of regiment. In defence of them, 
volumes were publiftied in Englifh and in 
Latin : yet this was no njore than writ- 
ing. Devices were fet on foot to eredt 
the praAice of the difcipline without au- 
thority 5 yet herein fome regard of mo- 
VOL. I. fib defty. 
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dedy^ fome iDoderation was ufed. Behold 
at length it brake forth into open out-* 
rage^ firft in writing by Martin ; in whofe 
kind of dealing thefe things may be ob- 
ferved : i. That whereas T. C. and others 
his great mailers had always before fet 
out the difcipline as al queen, and as the 
daughter of God ; he contrariwife^ to 
make her more acceptable to the people^ 
brought her forth as a vice upon the fiage. 
2. This conceit of his was grounded 
(as may be fuppofed) upon this rare po-s 
licy> that feeing the difcipline was by 
writing refuted, in parliament rejecbedy 
in fecret comers hunted out and decriedy 
it was imagined that by open railing/ 
(which to the vulgar is coihmonly moft 
plaufible,) the State Ecclefiaftscal might 
have been drawn into fueh contempt and 
hatred, as the overthrow thereof fhould 
have been moft grateful to all men, and 
in a manner defired by all the common 
people. 3. It may be noted (and tbis 
I know myfelf to be true) how foqra 
of them, dthough they could not for 
fliame approve 16 leivd an aAvHUi yet 

iwre 
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that had enjoyed the deiires of their hearts 
in a reformation from the Church of 
Rome, became at laft fo like the grave, ai 
never to be fatisfied^ but were ftill thirft* 
ing for more and more } negle6ling to. pay 
that obedience, and perform thofe vowg| 
which they made in their days of adver- 
fities and fear: fo that in a fhort timll 
there appeared three feveral interefis, each 
of them fearlefs and reftlefs in the profe* 
cution of their defigns i they may for dif- 
tinftiohbe called, the " aAiveRomaniite/* , 
the ^^ reftlefs Nonconformifts," (of which 
there were rhany forts,) and the " paffilre 
peaceable Proteftant." Thecounfelsof th^ 
firfl confidered and refolded on in Rottie : 
the fecond both in Scotland, in Geneva, 
and in divers fele6l:ed, fecret, dangerous 
conventicles, both there and within the 
bofom of our own nation : the third plead- 
ed and defended their caufe by eftaUiflied 
laws, both eccleiiailical and civil : and if 
they were aftive, it was to prevent th^: 
other two from deftroying what was by. 
thofe known laws happily eftabli(hed to 
them and their poAerity. 

lihall 
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I (hall forbear to mention the very 
many and dangerous plots of the Roman- 
ifls again ft the Church and State; becaufe 
what is principally intended in this di- 
greflion, is an account of the opinions and 
aftivity of the Nonconformifts ; againft 
whofe judgment and practice Mr. Hooker 
became at laft, but moft unwillingly-, to 
be engaged in a book- war j a war which 
he maintained not as againft an enemy, 
but with the fpirit of meeknefs and rea- 
fon. 

In which number of Nonconformifts, 
though fome might be fincere, well- 
meaning men, whole indifcreet zeal might 
be fo like charity, as thereby to cover a 
multitude of their errors; yet of this party 
there were many that were poffefled with 
a high degree of fpiritual wickednefs ; I 
mean with an innate reftlefs pride and 
malice ; I do not mean the vifible carnal 
fins of gluttony and drunkennefs, and 
the like, (from which, good Lord, deliver 
us ;) but fins of a higher nature, becaufe 
they are more unlike God, who is the 
God of love, and mercy, and order, and 

peace ; 
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were content to lay hold on it to the ad«* 
Vancement of their daufe^ by acknowledg- 
ing therein the fecret judgments of God 
kgainft the Biihops, and hoping that 
fome good might be wrought thereby 
for his Church ; as indeed there was, 
though not according to their conftruc-* 
tion. For, 4thly, contrary to their ex-* 
pe^tion, that railing fpirit did not only 
not further, but extremely difgrace and 
prejudice their caufe, when it was onc^ 
perceived from how low degrees of con^ 
tradi£lion, at firft, to what outrage ^f 
contumely and (lander they were at 
length proceeded ; and were alfo likely 
to proceed further. 

A further degree of outrage was alfo in 
fa6t : certain * prophets did arife, who 
deeming it not poffible that God ihould 
iuffer that to be undone, which they« did 
fo fiercely defire to have done, namely^ 
that his holy faints, the favourers and fa- 
thers of the difcipline, fhould be en]arged> 
and delivered from perfecution ; and fee- 
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ing no means of deliverance ordinary, 
were fain to perfuade themfelves that 
God muft needs raife fome extraordinary 
means; and being perfuaded of none fo 
well as of themfelves, they forthwith 
muft needs be the inftruments of this 
great work. Hereupon they framed unto 
themfelves an aflured hope^ that, upon their 
preaching out of a peafe-cart in Cheapfide, 
all the multitude would have prefently 
joined unto them^ and in amazement of 
mind have afked them^ Viri fr aires ^ quid 
aglmusP whereunto it is likely they would 
have returned an anfwer far unlike to that 
of St. Peter 2 *^ Such and fuch are men un- 
*^ worthy to govern ; pluck them down : 
'^ fuch and fuch are the dear children of 
** God ; let them be advanced." 

Of two of thefe men it is meet to fpeak 
with all commiferation : yet fo, that 
others by their example may receive in- 
{lru£iion, and withal fome light may ap- 
pear, what fiirring affe6lions the difcipline 
is like to infpire, if it light upon apt and 
prepared minds. 

Now if any man doubt of what fociety 

they 
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they were ; or if the reformers difclaim 
them, pretending that by them they were 
condemned; let thefe points be confi- 
dered. i. Whofe aflbciates were they 
before they entered into this frantic paf- 
fion ? whofe fermons did they frequent ? 
whom did they admire ? 2. Even when 
they were entering into it, whofe advice 
did they require ? and when they were 
in, whofe approbation ? whom advertifed 
they of their purpofe ? whofe afliftance 
by prayer did they requeft ? But we deal 
injurioufly with them to lay this to their 
charge ; for they reproved and condemned 
it. How ? did they difclofe it to the 
magiftrate, that it might be fupprefied? 
or were they not rather content to ftaiid 
aloof of, and fee the end of it, as being 
loath to quench that fpirit ? No doubt 
thefe mad praSitioners were of their focie* 
ty, with whom before, and in the practice 
of their madnefs, they had moft affinity. 
Hereof read Dr. Bancroft's book. 

A third inducement may be to diflike 
of the difcipline, if we confider not only 
how far the reformers themfelves have 

B b 3 pro- 
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proceeded, but what others upon their 
foundations have built. Here come the 
Brownifts in the firft rank, their lineal 
defcendants, who have feized upon a 
number of ftrange opinions; whereof 
although their anceftors, the reformers, 
were never aftually poffeffed, yet, by right 
and intereft from them derived, the Brown- 
ids and Barrowifts have taken pofleilion 
of them : for if the pofitions of the reform- 
ers be true, I cannot fee how the maia 
and general concluiions of Brownifm 
(hould be falfe ; for upon thefe two points, 
as I conceive, they ftand. 

I. That, becaufe we have no Church, 
they are to fever themfelves from us, 
2. That without civil authority they are 
to ere6t a Church of their own. And 
if the former of thefe be true, the latter, 
I iuppofe, will follow : for if above all 
things men be to regard their ialvation ; 
and if out of the Church there be no 
Ialvation ; it followeth, that, if we have 
no Church, we have no means of Ialva- 
tion ; and therefore feparation from us 
in that refped is both lawful and necef- 

faryi 
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fary : as alfo, that men, fo feparated from 
the falfe and counterfeit Church, are to 
aflbciate themfelves unto fonie Church ; 
not to ours; to the Popifti much lefs; 
therefore to one of their own making. 
Now the ground of all thefe infe- 
rences being this, '^ That in our Church 
there is no means of falvation,'' is out 
of the reformers' principles moft clearly 
to be proved. For wherefoever any mat* 
ter of faith unto falvation neceflary is 
denied, there can be no means of falva- 
tion ; but in the Church of England, the 
difcipline, by them accounte4 a matter 
of faith, and neceflary to falvation, is 
not only denied, but impugned, and the 
profeffors thereof opprefled. Ergo. 

Again, (bi^t this reafon perhaps is 
weak,) every true Church of Chrift ac- 
know}edgeth the whole Gofpel of Chrift : 
the difcipline, in their opinion, is a part 
of the Gofpel, and yet by our Church 
refifted. Ergo. 

Again, the difcipline is efientially 
united to the Church : by which term 
tffentiallyy they muft mean either an effen- 

B b 4 tial 
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tial part, or an eflential property. Both 
which ways it muft needs be, that where 
that eiTential difcipline is not, neither is 
there any Church. If therefore between 
them and the Brownifts there (hould be ap- 
pointed a folemn difputation, whereof with 
us they have been oftentimes fo eameft 
challengers ; it doth not yet appear what 
other anfwer they could polBbly frame to 
thefe and the like arguments, wherewith 
they may be preffed, but fairly to deny 
the conclufion, (for all the premifes are 
their own,) or rather ingenioufly to re- 
verfe their own principles before laid^ 
whereon fo foul abfurdities have been fo 
firmly built. What further proofs you can 
bring out of their high words, magnifying 
the difcipline, I leave to your better re- 
membrance : but, above all points, I am 
defirous this one (hould be ftrongly en- 
fDrced againft them, becaufe it wringeth 
them moft of all, and is of all others (for 
aught I fee) the moft unanfwerable. You 
may notwithftanding fay, that you would 
be heartily glad thefe their pofitions might 
be falved, as the Brownifts might not ap- 
pear 
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pear to have iffued out of their loins : but 
until that be done, they niuft give us 
leave to think that they have caft the feed 
fv hereout tbefe tares are grown. 

Another fort of men there are, which 
have been content to run on with the re- 
formers for a time, and to make them 
poor inftruments of their own defigns. 
Thefe are a fort of godlefs politics, who, 
perceiving the plot of difcipline to confift 
of thefe two parts, the overthrow of epi- 
fcopal, and ereftion of prefby terial autho- 
rity ; and that this latter can take no 
place till the former be removed ; are con- 
tent to join with them in the deftrufilive 
part of difcipline, bearing them in hand, 
that in the other alfo they (hall find them 
as ready. But when time (hall come, it 
may be they would be as loath to be 
yoked with that kind of regiment, as now 
they are willing to be releafed from this. 
Thefe men's ends in all their actions is 
diftraciion ; their pretence and colour, 
reformation. Thofe things which under 
this colour they have effefted to their 

own 
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own good, are, i. by maintaining a con- 
traiy fa^ion, they have kept the Cler- 
gy always in awe, and thereby made 
them more pliable, and willing to buy 
their peace, %. By maintaining an opi- 
nion of equality among MinlAers, they 
have made way to their own purpofes £ar 
devouring cathedral churcbeSy avfd Bii- 
{hops* livings. 3. By exclaiming againft 
abufes in the Church, they have carried 
their own corrupt dealing? in the civil 
State more covertly. For fuch is the na- 
ture of tlie multitude, that they are not 
able to apprehend many things at onoe | 
fo as being poifeiTed with a diflike or 
liking of any one thing, many other iq 
the mean time may efcape them without 
being perceived. 4. They have fought 
to difgrace the Clergy, in entert^ning a 
conceit in men's minds, and confirming 
it by continual pra6lice, " That men of 
** learning, and fpecially of the Clergy, 
«* which are employed in the chiefeft 
^' kind of learning, are not to be admitted, 
*^ or fparingly admitted, to matters of 

** State i" 
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*^ State;" contrary to the praftice of alt 
well-governed commonwealths, and of 
our own till thefe late years. 

A third fort of paen there are, though 
not defcended from the reformers, yet in 
part raifed and greatly ftrengthened b^ 
them ; namely, ibe curfedcrew of Atbafts* 
This alfo is one of thofe points, which I 
am defirous you (hould handle moft eflPep- 
tually, and ftrain yourfelf therein to all 
points of motion and affection ; as in 
that of the Brownifis, to all ifarength and 
finews of reafon. This is a fort nio(l 
damnable, and yet by the general fufpi-^ 
cion of the world at this day moft com- 
mon. The caufes of it, which are in the 
parties themfelves, although you handle 
in the beginning of the fifth book, yet 
here again they may be touched : but the 
occafions of help and furtherance, which 
by the reformers have been yielded unto 
them, are, as I conceive, two $ namely, 
fenf clefs preaching j and difgracing of the 
mintjiry : for how (hould not men dare to' 
impugn that, which neither by force of 
reafon, nor by authority of perfons, 19 

main- 
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maintained ? But in tlie parties themfelves 
thefe two caufes I conceive of atheifm: 
I. More abundance of wit than judg- 
ment, and of witty than judicious learn- 
ing ; whereby they are more inclined to 
contradid: any thing, than willing to be 
informed of the truth. They are not 
therefore men of found learning for the 
moft part, but fmatterers ; neither is 
their kind of difpute fo much by force of 
argument, as by fcoffing ; which humour 
of fcoffing, and turning matters moft feri- 
ous into merriment, is now become fo 
common, as we are not to marvel what 
the Prophet means by the feat of faxmertj 
nor what the Apofiles, by foretelling of 
Jconurs to come ; for our own age hath ve- 
rified their fpeech unto us : which alfo may 
be an argument againft thefe fcofiers and 
atheifts themfelves, feeing it hath been 
fo many ages ago foretold, that fuch men 
the latter days of the world (hould afford :' 
which could not be done by any other 
fpirit, fave that whereunto things future 
and prefent are alike. And even for the 
main queftion of the refurre&ion, whereat- 

they 
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they flick fo mightily, was it not plainly 
foretold, that men (hould in the latter 
times fay. Where is the promife of Ifii 
coming P Againft the creation, the ark, 
and divers other points, exceptions are 
faid to be taken, the ground whereof is 
fuperfluity of wit, without ground of 
learning and judgment. A fecond caufe 
of atheifm is fenfuality^ which maketh 
men defirous to remove all flops and im- 
pediments of their wicked life ; among 
which becaufe religion is the chiefefl, 
fo as neither in this life without fliame 
they can perfift therein, nor (if that be 
true) without torment in the life to come 5 
they therefore whet their wits to annihi- 
late the joys of heaven, wherein they fee 
(if any fuch be) they can have no part, 
and likewife the pains of hell, wherein 
their portion muft needs be very great. 
They labour therefore, not that they may 
not deferve thofe pains, but that, defer?- 
ing them, there may be no fuch pains to 
feize upon them. But what conceit can be 
imagined more bafe, than that man fhould 
Arive to perfuade himfelf even againft 

the 
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the fecret inflin6t, no doubt^ of his own 
tntnd^ that his foul is as the foul of a beaft^ 
mortal, and corruptible with the body ? 
Againft which barbarous opinion their 
own atheifm is a very ftrong argument. 
For were not the foul a nature feparable 
from the body^ how could it enter into 
difcourfe of things merely fpiritual^ and 
nothing at all pertaining to the body? 
Surely the foul were not able to conceive 
any thing of Heaven, no not fo much as 
to difpute againft Heaven, and agunft God^ 
if there were not in it foniewhat heavenly^ 
and derived from God. 

The laft which have received ihreHgth 
and encouragement from the teformers 
are Papifts ; againft whom although they 
are moft bitter enemies, yet unwittingly 
they have given them great advantage. 
For what can any enemy rather define 
than the breach and difTenfion of thofe 
which are confederates againft him ? 
Wherein they are to remember, that if 
our communion with Papifts in fome few 
ceremonies do fo much ftrengthen them^ 
as is pretended, how much more dotb 

this 
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this divifion and rent among ourfelvea, 
efpecialljr feeing it is msuntained to be^ 
not in light matters otily, but eved in 
matter of faith and falvation ! Which 
over-reaching fpeech of theirs, becaufe it 
is fo open an advantage for the Barrowift 
and the Papift, we are to wifh and hopd 
for, that they will acknowledge it to 
have been fpoken rather in heat of afieC'^ 
tion, than with foundnefs of judgment; 
and that through their exceeding love to 
that creature of difcipline which them- 
felves have bred, nourifhed^ and main- 
tained, their mouth in commendation of 
her did fo often overflow. 

From hence you may proceed (but tho 
hieans of connedtion I leave to yourfelf) 
to another difcourfe, which I think Very 
meet to be handled either here or elfe- 
where at large ; the parts whereof may 
be thefe : i . That, in this caufe be- 
tween them and us, men are to fever the 
proper and eflential points and contro- 
verfy from thofe which are accidental* 
The moft eflential and proper arp thefii 
two : overthrow of epifcopalj^andeie&ion 

of 
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of prelbyterial authority. But in thefe 
two points whofoever joineth with them 
is accounted of their number ; whofoever 
in all other points agfeeth with them, yet 
thinketh the authority of Biihops not un- 
lawful, and of Elders not neceflary, may 
joftly be fevered from their retinue. 
Thofe things therefore, which either in 
the perfons, or in the laws and orders 
themfelves, are faulty, may be complained 
on, acknowledged, and amended; yet 
they no wit the nearer their main pur- 
pofe : for what if all errors by them fup- 
pofed in our Liturgy were amended, even 
according to their own hearts defire ; if 
non-reiidence, pluralities, and the like, 
were utterly taken away ; are their lay- 
elders therefore prefently authorized ? or 
their fovereign ecclefiaftical jurifdiction 
eftabliftied ? 

But even in their complaining againft 
the outward and accidental matters in 
Church -government, they are many ways 
faulty. I. In their end, which they pro- 
pofe to themfelves. For in declaiming 
againft abufes, their meaning is not to 

have 
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have them redrefled, but by difgracing 
the prefent ftate, to make way for their 
own difcipline. As therefore in Venice, 
if any fenator fliould difcourfe againft the 
power of their fenate, as being either too 
fovereign, or too weak in government, 
with purpofe to draw their authority to a 
moderation, it might well be fufFered ; 
but not fo, if it (hould appear he fpake 
with purpofe to induce another ftate by 
depraving the prefent. So in all caufes 
belonging either to Church or Common- 
wealth, we are to have regard what mind 
the complaining part doth bear, whether 
of amendment or innovation ; and ac- 
cordingly either to fuffer or fupprefs it. 
Their objeftion therefore is frivolous, 
IVhy may not men /peak agatnjl abiifes P 
Yes ; but with defire to cure the part 
afie£led, not to deftroy the whole, a. 
A fecond fault is in their manner of 
complaining, not only becaufe it is for 
the moft part in bitter and reproachful 
terms, but alfo it is to the common peo- 
ple, who are judges incompetent and in- 
fuflicient, both to determine any thing 
VOL. I. c c amifs. 
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amifs, and for want of (kill and authority 
to amend it. Which alfo difcovereth 
their intent and purpofe to be rather 
deftru£tive than correftive. 3. Thirdlyi 
Thofe very exceptions which they take are 
frivolous and impertinent. Some things 
indeed they accufe as impious ; which if 
they may appear to be fuch, God forbid 
they (hould be maintained. 

Againft the reft it is only alleged, 
that they are idle ceremonies without 
ufe, and that better and more profitable, 
might be devifed. Wherein they are 
doubly deceived : for neither is it a fufii- 
cient plea to fay, this muft give place, 
becaufe a better may be devifed ; becaule 
in our judgments of better and worfe; we 
oftentimes conceive amifs^ when we com- 
pare thofe things which are in devife 
with thofe which are in praftice: for 
the imperfeftions of the one are hid, 
till by time and trial they Ibe difco- 
vered : the others are already manifeft 
and open to all. But laft of all^ (which 
is a point in my opinion of great regard^ 
and which I am defirous to have enlarged^) 

they 
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thejr do not fee that for the moft part 
when they ftrike at the ftate Ecclefiaftical, 
they fecretly wound the Civil ftate : for 
perfonal faults, what can be faid againft 
the Church, which may not alfo agree 
to the Commonwealth ? In both, ftatef- 
men have always been, and will be alwaiys, 
men ; fometimes blinded with error, 
moft commonly perverted by paflions : 
many unworthy have been and are ad- 
vanced in both ; many worthy not re- 
garded. And as for abufes, which they 
pretend to be in the laws themfelves 5 
when they inveigh againft non-refidence, 
do they take it a matter lawful or expe- 
dient in the Civil ftate, for a man to have 
a great and gainful office in the north; 
himfelf continually remaining in the 
fouth ? He that hath an office, let him 
attend his office. When they condemn 
plurality of livings fpiritual to the pit 
of hell, what think they of the infinity 
of temporal promotions ? By the great 
philofopher, Pol. lib. ii. cap. 9, it i» for- 
bidden as a thing moft dangerous to com- 
monwealths, that by the fame m^ti many 

great 
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great offices (ho. ^e exercifed. When 
they deride our .lemonies as vain and 
frivolous, were it hard to apply their ex- 
ceptions even to thofe civil ceremonies, 
which at the coronation, in Parliament, 
and all courts of juflice, are ufed ? Wer^ 
it hard to argue even againft circumcifion, 
the ordinance of God, as being a cruel 
ceremony ? againft the paflTover, as being 
ridiculous — (hod, girt, a flaff in their hand^ 
to eat a lamb ? 

To conclude : you may exhort the 
Clergy, (or what if you direft your con-' 
clufion not to the Clergy in general, but 
only to the learned in or of both Univer- 
iities ?) you may exhort them to a due 
coniideration of all things, and to a right 
efteem and valuing of each thing in that 
degree wherein it ought to (land. For it 
oftentimes falleth out, that what men have 
either devifed themfelves, or greatly de- 
lighted in, the price and the excellency 
thereof they do admire above defert. 
The chiefeft labour of a Chriflian fhould 
be to know ; of a minifter, to preach 
Chrifl crucified : in regard whereof, not 

only 
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nly worldly things, but things otherwife 
recious, even the difcipline itfelf is vile 
id bafe. Whereas nov^r, by the heat of 
intention, and violence of affeftion, the 
sal of men towards the one hath greatly 
ecayed their love to the other. Here- 
nto therefore they are to be exhorted to 
'-each Cbri/i crucifiedy the mortification of 
^e Jlejbi the renewing of the Spirit ; not 
lofe things vvhich in time of ftrife feem 
'ecious, but (paflions being allayed) are 
un and childifh. 

G. C. 



THE END OP VOL. I. 
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